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PART 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the draft report by Knight, Kavanagh & Page (KKP) to deliver an update of the 2006 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study for Melton Borough Council (MBC). It focuses on 
reporting the updated findings of the original assessment report also carried out by KKP. 
This report deals specifically with the provision of indoor sports; the outdoor analysis is 
considered under a separate cover. 
 
This update report provides an audit based assessment of the quantity and quality of 
outdoor sport and recreation facilities in accordance with Planning Policy Guidance Note 
17 (PPG17) and its Companion Guide entitled “Assessing Needs and Opportunities” 
published in September 2002. It will provide a robust evidence base to enable MBC to 
develop planning policies as part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) and other 
local development documents. The specific objectives of this audit and assessment are 
as follows: 
 
� Update the existing audit of indoor sports facilities. 
� Update the assessment of supply and demand for the facilities through targeted 

consultation. 
� Reassess deficiencies and surpluses in provision through the use of Sport England 

Active Place Power (APP). 
� Update recommendations. 
 
1.1: Report Structure 
 
This report considers supply and demand issues for indoor sports facilities in Melton.  It 
centres on provision of ‘sports facilities’ and the demand created for these by sports club 
use and, where appropriate, general public use. In summary it evaluates the following 
types of facilities: 
 
� Sports halls (including activity halls). 
� Swimming pools. 
� Indoor bowls centres. 
� Health and fitness gyms. 
 
It also considers the influence and impact of facilities in neighbouring areas. 
 
(N.B. All information/details contained in this report are correct at the time of 
survey/consultation). 
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PART 2: METHODOLOGY 
 
The assessment of indoor sports provision is presented by analysis of quality, quantity 
and accessibility for each of the major facility types (e.g., sports halls and swimming 
pools). Each facility is considered on a ‘like for like’ basis within its own facility type, in 
order that it can be assessed for adequacy. In addition, other facility types such as tennis 
and bowls facilities are considered within the context of outdoor sports provision (see 
above).  
 
The report considers the distribution of, and interrelationship between, all indoor sports 
facilities in Melton and evaluates demand. It gives a clear indication of areas of high 
demand. The Strategy will identify where there is potential to provide improved and/or 
additional facilities to meet this demand and, where appropriate, there is a need to protect 
the current stock. 
 
2.1: Catchment areas 
 
Catchment areas for different types of provision provide a tool for identifying areas 
currently not served by existing sport and recreation facilities. It is recognised that 
catchment areas vary from person to person, day to day, hour to hour. Consultation with 
operators, user groups and clubs included questions related to where users travel from or 
how far they would expect members to travel.   
 
This, coupled with KKP’s experience of working with leisure facilities and having 
completed such assessments for similar local authorities, has enabled the identification of 
catchment areas for each type of indoor sport and recreation facility assessed, as follows: 
 
Facility type Identified catchment area 
Activity halls 10 minute walk 
Sport halls 20 minute drive 
Swimming pools 20 minute drive 
Health and fitness gyms 20 minute drive 

 
2.2: Active Places Power  
 
Sport England’s Active Places database is a nationally recognised database of sport and 
recreation facilities.  It forms the basis of the Active Places Power tool, which can be used 
as a planning tool for the provision of specific sports facilities in order to identify demand 
for provision. It has been designed to help local authorities carry out audits of their sports 
provision and develop local strategies. It also assists national governing bodies of sport to 
identify areas of need for specialist sports facilities. It was used alongside the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Sports Facilities Strategic Framework in this assessment 
initially to identify facilities (in and outside the Borough) and subsequently to evaluate 
demand for sports halls and swimming pools in Melton. 
 
To identify shortfalls in the quantity of sports halls and swimming pools in Melton, it is 
necessary to estimate the current capacity of provision across the Borough and potential 
demand (based on population and participation trends).  This helps to determine whether 
the current capacity of facilities is meeting current demand and provides an indication of 
surplus or shortfall. In addition, by applying estimated population and participation 
increases to the demand it is possible to calculate whether current supply will also meet 
future demands.  
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Capacity is calculated by Active Places Power and the formula is different for sports halls 
and swimming pools, as follows: 
 
� Pools Capacity = Area in sq.m. / 6 x Number of hours open in peak / Duration. 
� Halls Capacity = Equivalent courts x 5 x Number of hours open in peak / Duration. 
 
Number of hours open in peak time varies by facility, but peak time is shown below: 
 
Peak time sports halls 
 
Peak Period for Sports Halls is defined as:      

Day Hours Start Finish Start Finish     

Monday 5 17:00 22:00        

Tuesday 5 17:00 22:00        

Wednesday 5 17:00 22:00        

Thursday 5 17:00 22:00        

Friday 5 17:00 22:00      Total Peak  

Saturday 7.5 09:30 17:00       Period 
Hours 

 

Sunday 8 09:00 14:30 17:00 19:30   40.5  

 
Peak time swimming pools 
 
Peak Period for Swimming Pools is defined as:     

Day Hours Start Finish Start Finish     

Monday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Tuesday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Wednesday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Thursday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Friday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00   Total Peak  

Saturday 7 09:00 16:00       Period 
Hours 

 

Sunday 7.5 09:00 16:30       52  

 
2.3: Facilities in neighbouring areas 
 
Users of sport and recreation facilities do not recognise administrative boundaries and will 
use facilities that are convenient and/or provide a quality/value for money experience.  
Ownership and management are a minor consideration for most users.  Therefore, the 
availability of facilities in neighbouring areas can influence usage patterns within Melton. 
 
Sport England’s Active Places database identifies eight sport and recreation facilities 
within three miles of the Borough boundary, as illustrated below: 
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Figure 2.1: Sport and recreation facilities within 3 miles of Melton administrative boundary  
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Mapping identifies that sport and recreation facilities in neighbouring areas are likely to be 
used by Melton residents.   The most significant of which are: 
 
� South Charnwood Leisure Centre 
� Stoke Rochford Community Centre 
 
(Identified sport and recreation facilities within three miles of the Melton Borough 
boundary are considered in the assessment of relevant facility types below). 
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PART 3: CONTEXT 
 
3.1: Active People  
 
On 15 October 2010, Active People Survey 5 (2010/11) commenced. Active People 
Survey 5 will run until 14 October 2011. The latest results from the Active People Survey 
were published on 17 March 2011. 
 
The survey provides by far the largest sample size ever established for a sport and 
recreation survey and allows levels of detailed analysis previously unavailable. It 
identifies how participation varies from place to place and between different groups in the 
population. 
 
The survey also measures; the proportion of the adult population that volunteer in sport 
on a weekly basis, club membership, involvement in organised sport/competition, receipt 
of tuition or coaching, and overall satisfaction with levels of sporting provision in the local 
community. 
 
The questionnaire was designed to enable analysis of the findings by a broad range of 
demographic information, such as gender, social class, ethnicity, household structure, 
age and disability. 
 
The Active People Survey also provides the measurement for the local area estimates of 
adult participation in sport and active recreation (formerly NI8): 

 
1. The first year of the survey, Active People Survey 1, was conducted between 

October 2005 and October 2006. 
2. Active People Survey 2, began on 15 October 2007 and was completed on 14 

October 2008. 
3. Active People Survey 3 (2008/9) began on 15 October 2008 and was completed on 

14 October 2009. 
4. Active People Survey 4 (2009/10) began on 15 October 2009 and was completed on 

14 October 2010. 
 

Table 4.1 below shows the AP2, 3 and 4 survey results for Melton in comparison to the 
England and the Sport England Region of the East Midlands. This type of comparison 
has been developed to aid local authorities in comparative and benchmarking exercises.  
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Table 3.1: Active People Survey results 

Key Performance Indicator (KPI) National  East 
Midlands  

Melton 

KPI 1 - At least 3 days a 
week x 30 minutes 

moderate participation 
(all adults) 

AP2 

% 

16.4 16.8 14.9 
AP3 16.6 16.6 15.3 

AP4 16.5 16.0 18.0 

KPI 2 - At least 1 hour a 
week volunteering to 

support sport (all adults) 

AP2 
 

4.9 5.3 5.8 
AP3 4.7 5.0 4.7 
AP4 4.5 4.8 6.0 

KPI 3 - Club member (all 
adults) 

AP2 
 

24.7 24.1 25.7 
AP3 24.1 23.0 21.3 
AP4 23.9 23.0 26.1 

KPI 4 - Received tuition 
from an instructor or 

coach in last 12 months 
(all adults) 

AP2 

 

18.1 17.6 19.2 
AP3 17.6 17.2 15.4 

AP4 17.5 16.5 15.8 

KPI 5 - Taken part in 
organised competitive 
sport in last 12 months 

(all adults) 

AP2 

 

14.7 15.1 15.9 
AP3 14.4 14.3 14.4 

AP4 14.4 15.0 17.4 

KPI 6 - Satisfaction with 
local sports provision (all 

adults) 

AP2  66.7 66.2 64.8 
AP3 68.4 69.1 71.6 
AP4 69.0 69.0 66.4 

 
AP2 found that 14.9% of those people surveyed in Melton participated in sport and active 
recreation at least three days a week for 30 minutes at a moderate level (KPI 1), which 
places the local authority below the national average. This increased to 15.3% following 
AP3 and increased again to 18.0% for AP4. 
 
Of those surveyed, over two thirds (64.8%) of people from Melton were satisfied with local 
sports provision (AP2) was slightly below the national average (66.7%) and lower than 
the comparable areas. AP3 found that the satisfaction levels increased in Melton (71.6%, 
mirroring the national trends.  Satisfaction levels by AP4 survey had decreased to 66.4%.  
 
3.2: Market segmentation 
 
Sport England has also developed a segmentation model with 19 ‘sporting’ segments to 
help better understand attitudes, motivations and perceived barriers to participation.  
 
Knowing which segment is most dominant in the local population is important as it can 
help direct provision and programming for sport and recreation. For example, whilst the 
needs of the smaller segments should not be ignored, it may be useful for MBC to know 
the sports enjoyed by the largest proportion of the population. The segmentation may 
also be able to assist partners to make tailored interventions, communicate more 
effectively with target market(s) and to better understand participation in the context of life 
stage and lifecycles. Those segments found to be most dominant in Melton are shown in 
Table 2.2 below. 
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Table 3.2: Market segmentation results for Melton  
 
Market 
segment 

Key characteristics % of MBC 
population 

Activities/sports that 
appeal to segment 

Philip, 
comfortable 
mid-life 
males 

Philip is the most active within his peer 
group. He enjoys participating in a 
number of activities, including team 
sports, racquet games and technical 
sports. He is likely to be a member of 
fitness or sports clubs and take part in 
competitions. 

11.4% Sailing 
Gym 
Football 
Badminton 
Cycling 
Jogging 
Golf  
Cricket 

Tim, settling 
down males 

Tim manages trips to the gym, 
weekends at the canoe club and the 
odd mid-week game of squash.  

10.6% Football 
Golf 
Squash 
Cricket 
Rugby Union 
Shooting 
American Football 

Roger & Joy 
Free-time 
couples 
nearing the 
end of their 
careers 
 

Roger & Joy are slightly less active 
than the average adult population. 
Their participation levels are below 
average for all of these sports, with the 
exception of bowls, golf and angling. 
 

9.3%   Keep fit/gym  
Swimming  
Cycling  
Golf  
Angling  

Elaine,  
Mid-life 
professional  
 
 

Mid-life professionals who have more 
time for themselves since their children 
left home. Elaine goes to a class at the 
gym one evening a week and enjoys 
watching dramas or reading a book 
other nights.  

7.5% Keep fit/gym  
Swimming  
Cycling  
Athletics  
Running 

Elsie & 
Arnold, 
retirement 
home 
singles  

Have the lowest participation rates of 
the 19 segments. Poor health and 
disability are major inhibitors. 
Participation occurs mainly in low 
intensity activities. Safer 
neighbourhoods or people to go with 
would encourage participation. 
Organised, low-impact, low intensity 
events would be welcomed. 

7.2% Bowls  
Keep Fit 
Yoga 
Aerobics 
 

 
The male market segment with the greatest proportion (11.4%) of the Melton population 
is “Philip”, a comfortable mid-life male. The female market segment with the greatest 
proportion (7.5%) of the Melton population is “Elaine”, a mid-life professional.  
 
This means that the greatest proportion of residents would benefit from initiatives that 
appeal to “Philip”; sports such as sailing, gym, football, badminton, cycling, jogging, golf 
and cricket.  
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3.3: Clubmark 
 
‘Playing to Win’ is the Government’s plan to get more people participating simply for the 
‘love of sport’. Its stated vision is to give more people of all ages the opportunity to 
participate in high quality competitive sport through developing an integrated and 
sustainable sporting system which will nurture and develop sporting talent, underpinned 
by a high quality club and competition structure. 
 
Sports clubs, and, in particular, Clubmark clubs directly support this aim. Clubmark 
accredited clubs are externally assessed to ensure they achieve minimum operating 
standards, regardless of the national governing body of sport (NGB) to which they 
affiliate. Evidence collected independently of NGBs suggests that they have, over the 
past two years, increased junior participation, raised the number of active, qualified 
coaches and improved levels of coach qualification, thus making them, in their own view 
and that of the evaluators, more effective and sustainable community sports clubs. There 
are no clubs registered as ‘working towards’ the accreditation.  
 
The following Clubmark accredited clubs use outdoor sport and recreation facilities in 
Melton: 
 
� Melton Mowbray Netball Club  
� Melton Mowbray Swimming Club  
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PART 4: SPORTS HALLS  
 
Sport England’s Active Places Power defines indoor multi-sports halls as areas “where a 
range of sport and recreational activities are carried out”.  According to this definition they 
are at least 10m x 18m (i.e., the size of one badminton court including surrounding safety 
area) and include specifically designed sports halls, such as leisure centres and school 
sports halls, plus additional halls where activities can take place, including school 
assembly halls, community buildings and village halls.  
 
This section of the assessment considers sports hall facilities in Melton that comprise at 
least three badminton courts in accordance with the Active Places Power Model.  
 
4.1: Supply 
 
Quantity 
 
There are a total of seven sports hall sites in Melton.  The majority of provision is located 
on education sites with varying degrees of access. Melton Borough Council does not 
directly own or manage any sports hall provision across the Borough. 
 
Belvoir High School 
 
Belvoir High School has reasonable facilities which were rated as adequate quality. 
Consultation suggests that the School is keen to develop community use but lacks the 
resources to put this in place. The School’s community use falls below standard models 
and generally occupancy rates are only 25-30% at peak periods. 
 
In terms of location the School sits in the North of the Borough, and although in an area of 
relatively high levels of population comparable to the rest of the Borough it remains a 
significant distance from the main town of Melton. Therefore it is a key facility for 
residents in this part of the Borough who would otherwise have to travel a significant 
distance to access facilities. 
 
John Ferneley College 
 
The College’s new building opened in April 2010 and includes a modern sports hall. It is 
managed by the College’s own facility management team. Consultation suggests that it is 
generally considered to be accessible and offers opportunities for community ‘pay and 
play’ use. 
 
King Edward VII School 
 
King Edward VII School will close by the 31st August 2011 which further compounds the 
loss of facilities at Melton Leisure Centre. The closure of the School will be achieved 
through a phased transfer of pupils to the other secondary schools in the Melton Mowbray 
and Vale of Belvoir Partnership. The phasing will be achieved as follows:  
 



MELTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
INDOOR SPORTS ASSESSMENT REPORT 
 
 
 

April 2011 3-028-1011 Final report: Knight Kavanagh & Page 14 
 

Post-16 students will remain in King Edward VII School until the opening of the new Post-
16 Centre which is being built on the site of the former Sarson High School buildings.  It 
will be completed in spring 2011 and will be open to students in autumn 2011. Students 
will study at the Post-16 Centre after studying in one of the partnership schools in the 
area from the age of 11-16. (The partnership schools are Belvoir High School, John 
Ferneley College, Long Field School and Birchwood Special School). 
 
King Edward VII School is currently a dual use site servicing indoor and outdoor sports 
through the extensive sports provision on site. The sports hall provision includes two 4-
court sports halls, an activity hall and fitness suite. 
 
It is currently proposed that the facilities (including the Lifestyle Fitness Centre) will 
remain in situ and that they will be handed over to Leicestershire County Council’s asset 
management team. At present the school, facilities are managed by the school business 
manager. 
 
Active Melton (the local sports alliance) is keen to work with partners to ensure that the 
facility remains open for use by the community and local sports clubs. It has created a 
social enterprise model and developed a proposal to operate the sports facilities at the 
School. However, at the time of assessment it remains unclear as to the future 
arrangements for King Edward VII School. 
 
It is understood that one of the sports hall will be available during the day for community 
use as of September 2011. 
 
Long Field School  
 
Long Field School has a new sports hall and changing facilities which opened in 2010 
following redevelopment of the school site in 2009.  
 
As a condition of the planning agreement for the new buildings Sport England stipulated 
that community use of the sports hall must be evidenced through a community use 
agreement. It is however suggested that there are difficulties relating to community 
access to the facility and that this currently falls below 10 hours of community access 
each week. Clubs are required to take on long term block bookings at around £50 per 
hours which is felt to be a barrier to many sports clubs. ‘Pay and play’ opportunities at the 
site are limited. 
 
Melton Leisure Centre (Melton Brooksby College) 
 
Melton Leisure Centre (Melton Brooksby College) was a significant facility located close 
to the town centre which included a 4-court hall amongst other extensive sport and leisure 
facilities. The College’s facilities closed in August 2010. It had a strong and varied range 
of clubs using it on a regular basis and also offered opportunities for pay and play. The 
centre was home to, among others, badminton clubs, mini tennis, basketball, several 
martial arts clubs, Asfordby Amateurs Inclusive Football Club as well as Melton Squash 
Club; many of which had to look for facilities outside the town. A key issue expressed by 
users was the speed at which they were forced to move out of the facility and relocate 
their club. 
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The 2006 Open Spaces, Sport & Recreation Study confirmed that the facilities were in 
adequate condition with a recently re-laid sports hall floor and proposals for future 
improvements and developments. 
 
The facility closed as a result of the lack of economic sustainability and the fact that it was 
making a loss. A review of the leisure centre's financial performance showed it was 
making a loss of approaching £100,000 per year. The facility was originally built to 
accommodate public access but did not receive any financial contribution (e.g. from local 
authority partners) other than the income it generated through the till and from 
memberships. It was felt that ongoing investment in the facility could not be justified. 
 
The land which will be vacated by the closure of the sports facilities is to be used to form 
part of the redevelopment of the College as part of a self financed incremental 
redevelopment programme. The college is working with Cedar House Investments on the 
redevelopment of its two campuses at Melton and Brooksby; with the Melton Campus 
including the development of a supermarket to facilitate the enhancement. There are no 
proposals for the sports hall to re-open or for new provision to be made elsewhere. 
 
A planning application which was submitted in June/July 2010 has gone to public inquiry 
due to be heard in July 2011.  
 
There are concerns across a number of bodies that the applicant has not considered the 
need for re-provision of the indoor sports facilities that will be lost. It has not been 
evidenced that there is a current over-provision to justify the lack of re-provision 
elsewhere. Sport England highlight the need for robust evidence to demonstrate the 
decision making processes to support the planning application. 
 
Figure 4.1: Sports halls in Melton (recent scenario 2010) 
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Key to sports hall map 
 

Map ID Site Staus 
1 Melton Leisure Centre Closed August 2010 
2 Belvoir High School Open  
3 John Ferneley College Open – new facility 2010 
4 Long Field High School Open – new facility 2010 
5 King Edward VII Scheduled closure September 2011 
6 Asfordby Amateurs Sports Club Open 

(Note: Melton College is included as this facility has closed within the last year). 

 
Figure 4.2: Sports halls in Melton (furture scenario) 
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Key to sports hall map 
 

Map ID Site 
1 Belvoir High School 
2 John Ferneley College 
3 Long Field High School 
4 Asfordby Amateurs Sports Club 

 
There is also a four court sports hall at the Animal Defence Centre in Melton. However, 
this facility has not been included due to the security restrictions at the site which limits 
the potential for community use. 
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Quality 
 
The quality of sports halls across the Borough is variable with the expectation of new 
developments at John Ferneley College and Long Field High School. Existing facilities at 
Belvoir High School, Asfordby Amateurs Sports Club are rated as either adequate or 
poor. 
 
Table 4.1: Quality of sports halls 
 
Site Quality 
Belvoir High School Adequate 
John Ferneley College Very good 
Long Field High School Very good 
Asfordby Amateurs Sports Club Adequate  
King Edward VII Poor  

 
Accessibility 
 
Physical 
 
Sport England recommends that an appropriate drive time and walk time accessibility 
standard be applied to indoor sports provision to determine shortfalls in provision. The 
normal acceptable standard would be to apply a 20 minute drive time. Consultation has 
confirmed that, taking account of local need, this is appropriate for Melton. 
 
Catchment mapping, based on an amalgamated 20 minute drive time has been adopted 
to analyse the adequacy of coverage of sports hall provision across the Borough; it helps 
to identify areas currently not serviced by existing sports halls.  
 
The figure below shows the current stock of sports halls with an amalgamated 20 minute 
drive-time catchment area. It illustrates that the majority of the Borough’s population 
resides within a 20 minute drive of a 4-court sports hall.  However, there are some gaps 
in provision to the East analysis area; within the east and south and the North analysis 
area in the south eastern corner. Furthermore it is also important to note that this 
catchment analysis does not take account of facility quality and accessibility (excluding 
physical accessibility i.e. hours open etc). 
 
It also illustrates either that existing sports halls in the Borough are within a 20 minute 
drive of residents in neighbouring areas including Rushcliffe and Charnwood where there 
are significant areas serviced within a 20 minute drive time of provision in Melton. 
Furthermore there is also potentially significant duplication (or competition) with sports 
halls outside the Borough.  
 
Human 
 
An important consideration in examining the provision of sports halls in Melton is access 
in real terms (i.e. the human aspects). This is particularly significant because MBC does 
not make any direct provision and the current sports halls are all provided by external 
partners for which MBC does not have any direct control. This suggests that, whilst there 
is generally and adequate range of sports hall provision in the Borough, access is likely to 
be restricted at a number of sites.  
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There is a lack of accessible sports hall facilities across the Borough. Active Melton is 
currently working to relocate clubs from King Edward VII to Long Field School. However, 
there are issues with access and cost. 
 
There is an evidence concern that the lack of indoor facilities in Melton is going to be 
detrimental to the on-going development of the local club infrastructure and the 
opportunities for residents of Melton to use sports halls in the Borough on a ‘pay and play’ 
basis. 
 
Active Melton and Leicester-shire and Rutland Sport both regard the provision of a sports 
hall as a key priority for MBC. 
 
KKP’s consultation with the Town Estate suggest that there may be future potential for 
the development of an indoor sports facilities (for dry-side provision i.e. sports halls) on 
Asfordby Road where the Town Estates currently own a pitch & putt facility. 
 
Figure 4.3: Sports halls in Melton (current provision based on the recent scenario 2010) 
with an amalgamated 20 minute drive-time catchment 
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Key to sports halls in Melton with an amalgamated 20 minute drive-time catchment map 
 

Map ID Site 
1 Melton Leisure Centre 
2 Belvoir High School 
3 John Ferneley College 
4 Long Field High School 
5 King Edward VII 
6 Asfordby Amateurs Sports Club 
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Figure 4.4: Sports halls in Melton (current provision) with an amalgamated 20 minute 
drive-time catchment 
 

© Crown Copyri ght. All  rights reserved. Licence number 100020577.Created by Knight, Kavanagh & Page (w w w .kkp.co.uk)

CHARNWOOD

NEWARK AND SHERWOOD

HARBOROUGH

RUTLAND

SOUTH KESTEVEN

RUSHCLIFFE

Central
West

North

East

4

3

2

1

ASHFIELD

BOLSOVER

CITY OF DERBY

Melton

Future sports hall

20 minute drive

Analysis Area boundary

Population density per square mile

2,600 to 13,500

2,500 to 2,600

2,100 to 2,500

2,000 to 2,100

1,800 to 2,000

1,400 to 1,800

1,300 to 1,400

600 to 1,300

200 to 600

0 to 200

 
 
Key to sports halls in Melton with an amalgamated 20 minute drive-time catchment map 
 

Map ID Site 
1 Belvoir High School 
2 John Ferneley College 
3 Long Field High School 
4 Asfordby Amateurs Sports Club 

 
KKP has provided mapping analysis of the scenario in the Borough by September 2011 
i.e. including the closure of King Edward VII. This has the effect of exacerbating the 
catchment gaps for residents in the East analysis area. 
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4.2: Demand 
 
Analysis of demand 
 
This analysis is based on five sites in Melton as noted above (assuming that one hall at 
King Edward VII remains open and one is closed) which provide a minimum of three or 
more badminton courts on one site (as recommended by Sport England). The majority 
are located on education sites and have varying degrees of access.  
 
An important consideration in examining the provision of sports halls in Melton is access. 
This is particularly significant because the majority of sports halls are on school sites.  
Sports halls are currently clustered in the Central analysis area of the Borough, access 
could be restricted at a number of school sites. Currently there are no local authority 
sports halls in Melton. In general operators of school sites generally allow good levels of 
community access (e.g., 5pm to 10pm weekdays and 9am to 5pm at weekends).   
 
Analysis of demand for sports halls 
 
In order to identify any shortfalls in the quantity of sports halls within Melton, we have 
utilised Sport England’s Active Places Power (APP) capacity analysis (or supply and 
demand analysis). This analysis uses the current capacity of provision across the 
Borough and potential demand (based on population and participation trends), to identify 
whether or not current demand is being met by the current capacity. This then gives a 
clear indication of shortfalls. In addition, we have applied population increases to the 
demand to calculate if current supply will also meet future demands. APP data has been 
amended based on information from the consultation process and facility audit work.  
 
The aim of this analysis is to examine supply and demand for facilities more closely. In 
this instance capacity (i.e. supply) is based on visits per week during the peak period. The 
analysis then shows where demand outstrips current capacity (i.e. there are not enough 
facilities to meet current demand) or where demand is less than current capacity (i.e. 
there is an apparent oversupply of facilities). 
 
The approach to the analysis used in this report has been developed by KKP to assess 
indoor facility provision. It is based on the assumption and parameters used to underpin 
Sport England’s modelling tools. It engages the principles of Active Places Power and the 
assumptions made in the User Guide document aligned to hours open in the peak period 
and the duration of visits. However, unlike Active Places data it uses the Office of 
National Statistics Population Projections 2006-20311 rather than the Census population 
figures to calculate demand as many Local Authorities populations have changed 
substantially since 2001. 
 
KKP has built in the facility to update records on facilities data and allows ‘what-if’ 
scenarios of reducing hours or closing facilities to be tested. However, KKPs approach 
does not consider the spatial interaction between supply and demand i.e. where facilities 
are located in relationship to where demand is located. This information is provided 
through Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model (FPM). 

                                                
1 KKP has used these principles and applied current population estimates based on the Census 2006-based sub-national 
projections to 2010 (& for London GLA 2008 based rounded demographic projections to 2010). The 2010 based 
demographic population is uplifted by growth/reduction from 2006 - 2031 population projections from ONS which is applied 
to obtain 2015/2026 figures.  
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The table below shows the current percentage demand met, including halls at Asfordby 
Amateurs Sports Club, Belvoir High School, John Ferneley College, Long Field High 
School and one hall remaining open at King Edward VII through asset transfer to 
Leicestershire County Council.  
 
Table 4.2: Active Places Power analysis of demand for sports halls in 2010 
 
SUPPLY CALCULATIONS for Melton    2010 
          
Peak Period for Sports Halls is defined as:      

Day Hours Start Finish Start Finish     

Monday 5 17:00 22:00        

Tuesday 5 17:00 22:00        

Wednesday 5 17:00 22:00        

Thursday 5 17:00 22:00        

Friday 5 17:00 22:00      Total Peak  

Saturday 7.5 09:30 17:00       Period Hours  

Sunday 8 09:00 14:30 17:00 19:30   40.5  
          
ANALYSIS OF SPORTS HALLS (from Active Places)     

          
 Number of equivalent court Peak Period visits available   
     Central Melton   1,940.0 
     East Melton   0.0 
     North Melton   230.0 
     West Melton   0.0 
     TOTAL    2,170.0 
          
 Number of equivalent court Peak Period visits available for Community Use 
     Central Melton   1,940.0 
     East Melton   0.0 
     North Melton   230.0 
     West Melton   0.0 
     TOTAL    2,170.0 
 
The supply calculations based on updated data as outlined above. There is currently only 
provision of sports halls in the Central Melton and North Melton analysis areas. 
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DEMAND CALCULATIONS for Melton    2010  

           
POPULATION PROFILE         
Age 0-15 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-59 60-79 80+  Total Pop  
Male 4,515  2,545  2,448  3,525  5,644  5,124  1,007   24,809   
Female 4,291  2,401  2,322  3,820  5,507  5,244  1,637   25,223   
         50,032   

PARTICIPATION RATES for Sports Halls (%)       
Male 9.55 15.04 14.96 11.08 5.68 5.55 0.00    
Female 6.03 9.31 11.66 9.40 5.40 4.28 0.00    
           
FREQUENCY RATES for Sports Halls (per week)       
Male 0.85 0.88 0.88 0.90 0.92 1.10 0.00    
Female 0.99 0.85 1.03 0.90 1.02 1.27 0.00    
           
VISITS to Sports Halls per week        
Male 367  337  322  352  295  313  0     
Female 256  190  279  323  303  285  0   Total Visits 
         3,622  per week 

           
  % visits during Peak Period  60   2,173  per week 
  Persons on court in one hour 5   435  courts/week 
  Expected% occupancy  80   543  courts/week 
  Peak Period hours   40.5   13.41  courts 
           
  No. of courts required to meet Peak Period demand  13.41  

 
The demand calculations identify a need for 13.41 courts in the Borough to meet peak 
period demand. This is based on the assumption that 60% of visits will be during with 
peak period with an average of five persons on court in any one hour with an expected 
occupancy rate of 80%. 
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SUPPLY / DEMAND equation for Melton    2010 
          
  % of demand met     99.9% 

          
  % of demand met by Community Use   99.9% 

          
  Sport England recommended % demand met  140.0% 
  East Midlands Region % demand met   139.9% 
  ENGLAND % demand met     135.1% 
          
          
Population base: Census 2006-based sub-national projections to 2010.     
 & for London GLA 2008 based rounded demographic projections to 2010.   
 
Based on the supply and demand equation for 2010, and the premise that 140% of 
demand met for a particular type of facility suggests that all needs in an area are satisfied, 
it is evident that there is currently a significant deficiency of sports halls across the 
Borough.  
 
These figures demonstrate the need for MBC to consider its current position with regard to 
the provision of sports halls across the Borough and to consider the impact of the recent 
and pending closures. 
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Table 4.3: Active Places Power analysis of demand for sports halls in 2015 
 
SUPPLY CALCULATIONS for Melton    2015 
          
Peak Period for Sports Halls is defined as:      

Day Hours Start Finish Start Finish     

Monday 5 17:00 22:00        

Tuesday 5 17:00 22:00        

Wednesday 5 17:00 22:00        

Thursday 5 17:00 22:00        

Friday 5 17:00 22:00      Total Peak  

Saturday 7.5 09:30 17:00       Period Hours  

Sunday 8 09:00 14:30 17:00 19:30   40.5  
          
ANALYSIS OF SPORTS HALLS (from Active Places)     

          
 Number of equivalent court Peak Period visits available   
     Central Melton   1,940.0 
     East Melton   0.0 
     North Melton   230.0 
     West Melton   0.0 
     TOTAL    2,170.0 
          
 Number of equivalent court Peak Period visits available for Community Use 
     Central Melton   1,940.0 
     East Melton   0.0 
     North Melton   230.0 
     West Melton   0.0 
     TOTAL    2,170.0 
 
The supply calculations based on updated data as outlined above and assume that the 
supply of sports halls remains the same in 2015. Therefore only provision of sports halls 
in the Central Melton and North Melton analysis areas is considered. 
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DEMAND CALCULATIONS for Melton    2015  

           
POPULATION PROFILE         
Age 0-15 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-59 60-79 80+  Total Pop  
Male 4,472  2,478  2,730  3,016  5,946  5,717  1,232   25,592   
Female 4,393  2,401  2,701  3,116  5,814  5,652  1,830   25,906   
         51,498   

PARTICIPATION RATES for Sports Halls (%)       
Male 9.55 15.04 14.96 11.08 5.68 5.55 0.00    
Female 6.03 9.31 11.66 9.40 5.40 4.28 0.00    
           
FREQUENCY RATES for Sports Halls (per week)       
Male 0.85 0.88 0.88 0.90 0.92 1.10 0.00    
Female 0.99 0.85 1.03 0.90 1.02 1.27 0.00    
           
VISITS to Sports Halls per week        
Male 363  328  359  301  311  349  0     
Female 262  190  324  264  320  307  0   Total Visits 
         3,679  per week 

           
  % visits during Peak Period  60   2,207  per week 
  Persons on court in one hour 5   441  courts/week 
  Expected% occupancy  80   552  courts/week 
  Peak Period hours   40.5   13.62  courts 
           
  No. of courts required to meet Peak Period demand  13.62  

 
The demand calculations identify a need for 13.62 courts in the Borough to meet peak 
period demand by 2015 reflecting population increases. This is based on the assumption 
that 60% of visits will be during with peak period with an average of five persons on court 
in any one hour with an expected occupancy rate of 80%. 
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SUPPLY / DEMAND equation for Melton    2015 
          
  % of demand met     98.3% 

          
  % of demand met by Community Use   98.3% 

          
  Sport England recommended % demand met  140.0% 
  East Midlands Region % demand met   139.9% 
  ENGLAND % demand met     135.1% 
          
Population base: 2010 based demographic population uplifted by growth/reduction     
 from 2006 - 2031 population projections from ONS to obtain 2015 figures.   
 
Based on the supply and demand equation for 2015, and the premise that 140% of 
demand met for a particular type of facility suggests that all needs in an area are satisfied, 
it is evident that in Melton in the future there will remain a significant deficiency of sports 
halls across the Borough.  
 
Consideration should be given to developing additional sports hall space to 
commensurate for deficiency’s identified.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary  
� This assessment identifies a total of five sports hall sites in Melton (including one sports hall at 

King Edward VII remaining open). 

� The condition of the sports halls variable with the exception of new facilities at Long Field 
School and John Ferneley College. 

� Demand for sports halls in Melton is currently unmet with a considerable deficiency, and will 
continue to be exacerbated in 2015. 

� Only 99.9% of demand is met with an aspirational figure of 140%. 

� The closure of Melton Leisure Centre (Melton Brooksby College) and the partial closures of the 
King Edward VII facility have raised significant concerns locally regarding the limitations of 
access to sports hall. 
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PART 5: ACTIVITY HALLS/VILLAGE HALLS  
 
Sport England’s Active Places Power defines activity halls as “multi-sports (facilities) 
where activities take place, (they do) not qualify as a (sports) hall and (are) not a purpose 
built studio”.   
 
An activity hall is not necessarily marked for sports but must be at least 10m x 18m.  This 
assessment of activity halls and villages halls therefore, includes halls that could be used 
for sport and leisure in the Borough. 
 
5.1: Supply 
 
Activity halls/village halls are important to residential neighbourhoods for supporting 
social benefit and interest.  They are particular important in a rural area such as Melton 
which may rely upon such types of provision to service demand. These types of facilities 
are not necessarily primarily sports facilities and are often multi-functional, although many 
are utilised for activities such as badminton, table tennis, martial arts and keep fit classes.   
 
Quantity 
 
There are 69 sites with activity/village halls providing additional sport and recreation 
provision locally in the Borough.   
 
Figure 5.1: Activity halls/village halls in Melton 
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Key to map of activity halls in Melton 
 

Map ID Site 
1 AB Kettleby Community Centre  
2 Age Concern 
3 Asfordby Methodist Church 
4 Asfordby Village Hall 
5 Belvoir High School 
6 Bottesford Children’s & Community Centre 
7 Bottesford Methodist Church  
8 Bottesford Scout Hall 
9 Bottesford Victory Hall 

10 Bottesford Village Hall 
11 Buckminster Village Institute 
12 Burton Lazars Village Hall 
13 Croxton Kerrial Parish Hall 
14 Eastwell Village Institution 
15 Eaton Village Hall 
16 Edmondthorpe Village Hall 
17 Gaddesby Village Hall 
18 Gloucester House 
19 Goadby Marwood Village Hall 
20 Great Dalby Village Hall 
21 Grimston Village Hall 
22 Freeby Village Hall 
23 Fuller Room 
24 Harby Village Hall 
25 Hoby Village Hall 
26 Holwell Sports & Social Club 
27 Hose Village Hall 
28 Sir John Sedley Centre 
29 Kirby Bellars Village Hall 
30 Knipton Village Hall 
31 Knossington Village Hall 
32 Long Clawson Village Hall 
33 Melton Amateur Boxing Club 
34 Melton Baptist Church 
35 Melton Scout Hall 
36 Mencap HQ 
37 North Wymondham Community Centre 
38 Old Dalby Scout Hall 
39 Old Dalby Village Hall 
40 Penman Spicer 
41 Pickwell & Leesthorpe Village Hall 
42 Plungar Village 
43 Polish Catholic Centre 
44 Queensbury Boxing Club 
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Map ID Site 
45 Rearsby Village Hall 
46 Royal British Legion 
47 Sage Cross Methodist Church 
48 St Mary’s Centre 
49 St Michael’s Church Hall  
50 Sandy Lane Methodist Church 
51 Scalford Village Hall 
52 Sewstern Village Hall 
53 Sherard Community Centre 
54 Somersby Memorial Hall 
55 Sproxton Village Hall 
56 Stathern Retreat Centre 
57 Stathern War Memorial Institute 
58 The Colles Hall 
59 The Cove Children’s & Community Centre 
60 The Edge Children’s & Community Centre 
61 Fairmead Children’s & Community Centre 
62 Thorpe Arnold Village Hall 
63 Thorpe Satchville Village Hall 
64 Twyford Village Hall 
65 Venture House Youth Centre 
66 Waltham Methodist Church 
67 Waltham Village Hall 
68 Waltham on the Wolds Village Hall 
69 Wymondham Village Hall 

 
The distribution of activity halls is good (see map above), with provision in areas of 
relatively low population density and servicing outlying rural villages and settlements.  
The activity halls/village halls also cover significant areas of the Central analysis area 
through for example the provision and use of community centres for family sport and 
physical activity. 
 
Quality 
 
There is little contemporary information about the quality of activity halls in Melton.  
Similar assessments conducted by KKP would suggest that the majority of activity halls 
are likely to be in at least ‘adequate’ condition.   
 
The majority of activity halls assessed are of sufficient size to contain a single badminton 
court, but ceiling height, protruding lights, inadequate run off areas and other features 
such as stages etc. reduce their potential to meet national governing body (NGB) 
standards/requirements and therefore are unable to be used as venues for ‘recognised’ 
competition.  This does not preclude them from being used for recreational activity or 
local competition. 
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Accessibility 
 
With the notable exception of ‘gap’ identified above, most communities are served by (at 
least one) activity hall.  The accessibility of a hall will depend on several issues, including: 
 
� The extent to which the hall is DDA compliant. 
� Management policy (usually enshrined in a constitution) for a hall. 
� Aspirations and perceptions of the hall committee/’booking clerk’. 
� The desirability or image of the hall within the local community. 
� Signage, particularly for non-residents/visitors. 
� Car parking, which is particularly important if ‘drive-time’ catchments are used. 
� The facilities available and their quality. 
 
The (perceived) accessibility/desirability of a hall is likely to change with time and should 
be assessed for each hall as required. 
 
5.2: Demand 
 
Anecdotal information suggestion that demand for activity halls remains buoyant and is 
fuelled by for example the Active Together project. A number of halls across the Borough 
have a regular programme of activity, largely focussed on adult participation and including 
Tai Chi, dance, aerobics and keep fit, yoga, table tennis and badminton. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Summary  
� There are 69 sites with activity/village halls in Melton. 

� The distribution of activity/village halls is good and they service an important local demand 
for recreation sport and physical activity. 

� The majority of activity/village halls are likely to be in at least 'adequate' condition but with 
some constraints on design. 

� The accessibility of an activity/village hall will depend on several issues. 

� Bookings remain buoyant spurred by the development of programmes by MBCs physical 
activity service. 
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PART 6: SWIMMING POOLS  
 
Sport England’s Active Places Power defines a swimming pool as an “enclosed area of 
water, specifically maintained for all forms of water based sport and recreation”. It 
includes indoor and outdoor pools, freeform leisure pools and specific diving tanks used 
for general swimming, teaching, training and diving”.  This is an assessment of swimming 
pools in Melton. 
 
6.1: Supply 
 
Quantity 
 
KKP has identified six swimming pools on four sites in Melton. Of these, one is full sized 
25 metre pools which is available for community use at Waterfield Leisure Pool. Whilst 
the pool at Ragdale Hall is also 25 metres this is only available by ‘Registered 
Membership Use’ and there are limitations on community use of the 15 metre (3 lane) 
pool at Captains Close Primary School 
 
Figure 6.1: Swimming pools in Melton 
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Key for swimming pools map 
 

Map ID Site 
1 Ragdale Hall 
2 Stapleford Lifestyles Centre  
3 Waterfield Leisure Pool 
4 Asfordby Captains Close Primary School 
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There are pools in each analysis area with the exception of the North analysis area. The 
pools are however clustered in the Central analysis area in correlation with the areas of 
population density. 
 
Quality 
 
The quality of pools at the Waterfield Leisure Pool is regarded as variable. Whilst the 
main 25 metre pool is regarded as adequate quality the leisure pool is regarded as poor 
and the learner pool is good quality. It assumed that the quality of facilities at Ragdale 
Hall and Stapleford Lifestyles Centre would be good quality. 
 
Accessibility 
 
Sport England recommends that an appropriate drive time and walk time accessibility 
standard be applied to indoor sports provision to determine provision shortfalls. The 
normal acceptable standard would be to apply a 20 minute drive time. Consultation has 
confirmed that, taking account of local need, this is appropriate for Melton. 
 
Catchment mapping, based on an amalgamated 20 minute drive time has been adopted 
to analyse the adequacy of coverage of swimming pool provision across the Borough; it 
also helps to identify areas currently not serviced by existing swimming pools.  
 
The figure bellow shows the current stock of swimming pools with an amalgamated 20 
minute drive-time catchment area. It illustrates that there are significant catchment gaps 
in the North analysis area and the southern fringes of the East analysis area. Again this 
catchment analysis, however, does not take account of facility quality and accessibility. 
 
It also illustrates that a number of existing pools are within a 20 minute drive of residents 
in neighbouring areas and/or that there is, potentially, significant duplication (or 
competition) with facilities located outside the Borough.  
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Figure 6.2: Swimming pools in Melton with an amalgamated 20 minute drive-time 
catchment 
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Key to Melton pools: with an amalgamated 20 minute drive-time catchment map 
 

Map ID Site 
1 Ragdale Hall 
2 Stapleford Lifestyles 
3 Waterfield Leisure Pool 
4 Asfordby Captains Close Primary School 

 
An important consideration in examining the provision of swimming pools in Melton is 
access and use. It should be noted that although leisure provision makes an important 
contribution towards recreational swimming and learn to swim programmes, it is not able 
to meet demand for lane or club competitive swimming. The 25 metre 5 lane pool at 
Waterfield is the principal wet-side venue for the Borough. Access to facilities at Ragdale 
Hall and Stapleford Lifestyles provide restricted access for ‘Registered Membership Use’ 
whilst the Asfordby Captains Close Primary School is available for ‘Sports Club / 
Community Use’. 
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6.2: Demand 
 
Analysis of demand for swimming pools 
 
The supply and demand calculation below considers current provision only. Capacity is 
calculated for each site included aggregated across all pools on that site (excluding 
outdoor pools). To qualify for inclusion a site must include at least one pool that is 100m² 
or larger in size.  
 
Identification (via analysis of Active Places Power) that 140% of demand for a particular 
type of facility is satisfied indicates that all needs in an area are met (this takes into 
account the quality of provision and the extent to which school facilities may be available).  
 
Amateur Swimming Association (ASA) evaluation model 
 
The ASA is particularly keen to ensure that, when local authorities are planning a local 
strategy, that they take account of the fact that some elements of the water space 
identified cannot always be accessed by certain pool users, e.g. schools, swimming clubs 
and people from economically disadvantaged groups. It raises the following concerns: 
 

� Commercial health club swimming pools accommodate general ‘pay and play’ 
swimming for their membership but schools and swimming clubs can rarely gain 
access to this type of facility because of their ‘use ethos’. Additionally some 
commercial health clubs have relatively exclusive membership criteria that tend to 
exclude lower socio-economic groups by price. 

� Some pools are so small that the ability to learn to swim a significant distance is 
negated rendering their water area not ‘fit for purpose’ (these smaller facilities are 
excluded from the ASA model; only those over 100m² are included in calculations). 

� Some swimming pools are so designed that large areas of the water area are 
cosmetic and again ‘unfit for purpose’ e.g. the shallow beach areas of a leisure pool. 

� Some swimming pools are open-air (lidos) and open for relatively short periods each 
year (where applicable, these are excluded from calculations). 

1. Learner/teaching/training – Although a learner and teaching pool can be the 
same thing, a training pool is usually not a learner/teaching pool unless it has 
a moveable floor. Learner and teaching pool relevance usually relate to depth 
and dimensions suitable to the swimmer being taught; whereas training pools 
require sufficient depth for swimming in training mode, which is usually 
deeper than the depth required for teaching the largest percentage of learner 
i.e. children.  

2. Leisure – From the data it is clear that the term leisure pool means different 
things to different pool operators. Hotels and health clubs think in terms of 
small shallow free form pools of less than 100m²; whereas operators such as 
Butlins and Centre Parcs and some local authorities see leisure pools in 
terms of very large free form pools in excess of 1,000m².  

3. Diving – Although the term diving pool denotes a sufficient depth for diving 
there is nothing in the data set to identify the configuration of any boards in 
situ, which is surely the point of the pool. 

4. Lido – although it is clear that a lido is an outdoor pool the definition does not 
identify what use the pool can be put to and whether it is heated and permits 
longer opening hours than the usual summer season attributed to an 
unheated pool. 

 



MELTON BOROUGH COUNCIL  
INDOOR SPORTS ASSESSMENT REPORT 
 
 
 

April 2011 3-028-1011 Final report: Knight Kavanagh & Page 35 
 

Taking these variables into account the ASA minimum requirement is 13m² of ‘fit for 
purpose’ pool water area per 1,000 head of population that the majority of users (general 
swimmers, schools, swimming clubs etc.) can access. The guideline of 13m² is based on 
the concept of providing a 25m x 5 lane swimming pool or a 25m x 4 lane pool with an 
additional learner pool with a water area ‘fit for purpose’ for a wide range of user 
activities, for every 20,000 of the population. This also reflects the current national 
average level of supply. The following table show the results for each analysis area when 
provision is considered per 1,000 population.  
 
Essentially, the ASA recommends that commercially operated pools, lidos, and pools less 
than 100m² and diving pools are excluded.  
 
The ASA criteria have been considered in the updated Active Places Power calculations 
for Melton. 
 
SUPPLY CALCULATIONS for Melton    2010 
          
Peak Period for Swimming Pools is defined as:     

Day Hours Start Finish Start Finish     

Monday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Tuesday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Wednesday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Thursday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00     

Friday 7.5 12:00 13:30 16:00 22:00   Total Peak  

Saturday 7 09:00 16:00       Period Hours  

Sunday 7.5 09:00 16:30       52  
          
ANALYSIS OF SWIMMING POOLS (from Active Places)     

          
 Number of equivalent pool Peak Period visits available   
     Central Melton   3,507 
     East Melton   969 
     North Melton   0 
     West Melton   1,740 
     TOTAL    6,217 
          
 Number of equivalent pool Peak Period visits available for Community Use 
     Central Melton   3,507 
     East Melton   0 
     North Melton   0 
     West Melton   0 
     TOTAL    3,507 
 
The supply calculations identify that on the basis of equivalent water space there is only 
the provision in capacity terms in the Central Melton analysis areas. 
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DEMAND CALCULATIONS for Melton    2010  

           
POPULATION PROFILE         
Age 0-15 16-24 25-39 40-59 60-79 80+   Total Pop  
Male 4,515  2,545  3,915  7,702  5,124  1,007    24,809   
Female 4,291  2,401  4,016  7,633  5,244  1,637    25,223   
         50,032   

PARTICIPATION RATES for Swimming Pools (%)      
Male 13.23 10.86 13.73 8.13 3.93 0.00     
Female 12.72 14.51 18.89 10.44 4.52 0.00     
           
FREQUENCY RATES for Swimming Pools (per week)      
Male 0.92 0.84 0.71 0.94 1.18 0.00     
Female 0.95 0.76 0.79 0.81 1.07 0.00     
           
VISITS to Swimming Pools per week        
Male 550  232  382  589  238  0      
Female 519  265  599  646  254  0    Total Visits 
         4,272  per week 

           
  % of visits during Peak Period 63   2,692  per week 
  Person minutes in pool  64   2,871  hours/week 
  Expected% occupancy  70   4,102  hours/week 
  Peak Period hours   52   79  persons 
  Sqm per person usage  6   473  sqm of pool 
           
  No. of m2 of pool required to meet Peak Period demand 473   

 
The demand calculations identify a need for 473m²  in the Borough to meet peak period 
demand. This is based on the assumption that 63% of visits will be during with peak 
period with a person spending an average of 64 minutes in the water with an expected 
occupancy rate of 70%. 
 
SUPPLY / DEMAND equation for Melton    2010 
          
  % of demand met     231.0% 

          
  % of demand met by Community Use   130.3% 

          
  Sport England recommended % demand met  140.0% 
  East Midlands Region % demand met   181.0% 
  ENGLAND % demand met     175.2% 
          
Population base: Census 2006-based sub-national projections to 2010.     
 & for London GLA 2008 based rounded demographic projections to 2010.   
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Based on the supply and demand equation and the premise that 140% of demand met for 
a particular type of facility suggests that all needs in an area are satisfied it is evident that 
in Melton there is an undersupply of swimming pools; a deficiency which will continue to 
be exacerbated in the future.  
 
DEMAND CALCULATIONS 

 
for Melton 

    
2015 

 

           
POPULATION PROFILE         
Age 0-15 16-24 25-39 40-59 60-79 80+   Total Pop  
Male 4,472  2,478  4,100  7,592  5,717  1,232    25,592   
Female 4,393  2,401  4,096  7,535  5,652  1,830    25,906   
         51,498   

PARTICIPATION RATES for Swimming Pools (%)      
Male 13.23 10.86 13.73 8.13 3.93 0.00     
Female 12.72 14.51 18.89 10.44 4.52 0.00     
           
FREQUENCY RATES for Swimming Pools (per week)      
Male 0.92 0.84 0.71 0.94 1.18 0.00     
Female 0.95 0.76 0.79 0.81 1.07 0.00     
           
VISITS to Swimming Pools per week        
Male 544  226  400  581  265  0      
Female 531  265  611  637  273  0    Total Visits 
         4,334  per week 

           
  % of visits during Peak Period 63   2,730  per week 
  Person minutes in pool  64   2,912  hours/week 
  Expected% occupancy  70   4,161  hours/week 
  Peak Period hours   52   80  persons 
  Sqm per person usage  6   480  sqm of pool 
           
  No. of m2 of pool required to meet Peak Period demand 480   

 
On the basis that the supply of facilities remains the same, the demand calculations for 
2015 are based on an increased population and identify a need for 480m² of water space 
in the Borough to meet peak period demand. This is a minor change on the current 
position. 
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SUPPLY / DEMAND equation for Melton    2015 
          
  % of demand met     227.7% 

          
  % of demand met by Community Use   128.5% 

          
  Sport England recommended % demand met  140.0% 
  East Midlands Region % demand met   181.0% 
  ENGLAND % demand met     175.2% 
          
Population base: 2010 based demographic population uplifted by growth/reduction     
 from 2006 - 2031 population projections from ONS to obtain 2015 figures.   
 
Based on the supply and demand equation and the premise that 140% of demand met for 
a particular type of facility suggests that all needs in an area are satisfied it is evident that 
in Melton there is an undersupply of swimming pools; a deficiency which will continue to 
be exacerbated in the future.  
 

 

Summary  
� The supply of swimming pools in Melton is focused on provision made at the Waterfield Leisure 

Pool. 

� With the exception of residents in the North analysis area the majority of the Borough's 
population resides within a 20 minute drive of a swimming pool. 

� 130% of the total demand for swimming in Melton is satisfied, which is below the level of 140% 
which is recommended by Sport England. 
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PART 7: HEALTH AND FITNESS GYMS 
 
7.1: Supply 
 
Quantity 
 
There are nine sites, providing at least 193 fitness stations in Melton (this includes private 
facilities at the animal defence centre). This varies between public and private fitness 
providers although it is important to note that in the region of 50 stations have been 
closed/or are threatened with closure in the Central analysis area though the closure of 
MLC and the potential threat to King Edward VII.   The Goodlife and Stapleford Lifestyles 
Centres are the main providers and together account for over two fifths of the current 
provision (81 stations).  
 
Figure 8.1: Health and fitness facilities in Melton an amalgamated 20 minute drive-time 
catchment 
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Key to map of health and fitness facilities in Melton 
 

Map ID Site 
1 BODYWORKS 
2 GOODLIFE 
3 JENNY'S GYM 
4 KING EDWARD VII COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE 
5 MELTON MOWBRAY LEISURE CENTRE 
6 RAGDALE HALL 
7 STAPLEFORD LIFESTYLES 
8 WATERFIELD LEISURE POOL 
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Map ID Site 
9 DEFENCE ANIMAL CENTRE  

 
Quality 
 
With the exception of health and fitness facilities at Waterfield Leisure Centre all other 
facilities across the Borough are regarded as good quality. The facilities at Waterfield 
Leisure Centre are however considered to be poor quality. Therefore, the main publically 
accessible facility in the Borough is the poorest quality. 
 
Accessibility 
 
The majority of residents reside within a 20 minute drive of health and fitness provision. 
There is a good spread of provision across the centre of the Borough. There is, however, 
a small catchment gap in the North analysis areas. 
 
8.2: Demand 
 
Analysis of demand 
 
Active Places Power does not incorporate analysis for fitness provision. Therefore, in 
order to identify any shortfalls in the quantity of provision within Melton, we have 
developed a demand based calculation. This provides a clear indication of shortfalls. In 
addition, we apply population increases to the demand to calculate whether current 
supply will also meet future demand. 
 
Table 8.1: Analysis of demand for health and fitness provision 
 
 Current (2010) Future (2015)  

Adult population2 41,225 42,633 

UK penetration rate3 10.5% 10.5% 

Number of potential members4 4,328 4,476 

Number of visits per week (1.5 per member) 6,492 6,715 

% of visits in peak time 65 65 

Number of visits in peak time (equivalent to no. of 
stations required i.e. no. of visits x 65%/39 weeks) 

108 112 

Assumes level of provision remains the same from 2010 date to 2015. 

 
Melton currently has a total of at least 193 (with the exclusion of facilities at MLC and 
King Edward VII) fitness stations across all sites. Based on the national UK penetration 
rate, both currently (2010) and in the future (2015) demand is more than fully catered for 
with demand levels in 2015 peaking at a requirement for 112 stations. 
 

                                                
2 Adult population has been classified from 16 years of age onwards. 
3 Sourced from Mintel ‘Health and Fitness Report’ October 2009. 
4 Calculated by the adult population x UK penetration rate. 
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Anticipated demand in 2015 equates to the need for 112 stations. It is important to note 
that a sizeable proportion of provision is currently made via the private sector, particularly 
given the closure of the facilities at MLC and King Edward VII. This is variable but likely to 
increase, and there is potential for additional provision to be made by Asfordby Amateurs 
Sports Club.  
 
MBC may also need to consider strengthening the number and quality of public sector 
stations to deliver against wither health objectives. 
 

 
 

Summary  
� There are nine sites, providing at least 193 fitness stations in Melton. There is a good spread 

of provision across the centre of the Borough. 

� However, access at the majority of sites is limited to ‘Registered Membership Use’. 

� Calculations suggest that there are more health and fitness stations in Melton than required 
to satisfy demand in 2010 and 2015.   
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PART 8:  OTHER INDOOR FACILITIES 
 
8.1: Indoor bowls 
 
Sport England’s Active Places Power defines an indoor bowls facility as a “purpose built 
bowls centre or dedicated bowls area within a sports facility”.  It does not include short 
mat bowls areas, which are temporarily laid out in multi purpose halls. 
 
There is one indoor bowls facility in Melton. It has eight rinks and is the home of Melton & 
District Indoor Bowls Club. It is located south west of Melton town centre along Leicester 
Road.   
 
The facility is assessed to be in ‘very good’ condition.  It was built in 1985 and refurbished 
in 2007.  The changing rooms, however, are noted to be in adequate condition.   
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PART 9: SUMMARY 
 
Since the closure of Melton Leisure Centre in August 2010 the Borough has also 
experienced the closure of part of the King Edward VII College. This has significantly 
reduced the availability of dry side facilities in the Borough. MBC does not currently have 
any control over dry side sports facilities in the Borough and all of the current provision is 
made by education providers or sports clubs. 
 
It is also important that all stakeholders are involved in discussions regarding the future 
management and operation of King Edward VII when the facility closes. Consultation 
suggests that the local sports clubs are thriving and increasingly require space to play 
and train. 
 
There is a need to determine a coherent strategy which defines the principles of 
community use to influence access to local community facilities by sports clubs and 
community associations and pay and play users. It is important that this is inclusive of 
local community aspirations. It should work to standardise site access including pricing 
and sports development arrangements. Leicester-Shire and Rutland Sport working with 
partners is keen to support and broker these processes locally. 
 


