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Introduction 

Introduction 

This updated SEA Screening Statement has been prepared on behalf of Melton Borough Council by 
AECOM in relation to the Asfordby Parish Neighbourhood Plan (APNP). 

The purpose of the Screening Statement is to set out a screening opinion in relation to whether a strategic 

environmental assessment (SEA) process is required to accompany the development of the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  The Screening Statement has been provided to the statutory consultation bodies for 
SEA (Historic England, the Environment Agency and Natural England) for their opinion. 

This screening opinion updates the screening opinion previously prepared in summer 2015. 

Neighbourhood plan information 

Title of the plan: 

Asfordby Parish Neighbourhood Plan (APNP). 

Name of Qualifying Body and Local Planning Authority: 

The qualifying body preparing the APNP is Asfordby Parish Council.  The Local Planning Authority is Melton 
Borough Council. 

APNP contact point: 

Claire Dorans, Clerk to Asfordby Parish Council 

The Parish Office 

24 Main Street 

Asfordby 

Melton Mowbray 

LE14 3SA 

Email: clerk@asfordbypc.org.uk 

Tel: 01664 812177 

Location and spatial extent of the APNP:  

The Neighbourhood Plan covers the Asfordby Neighbourhood Area, comprising the parish of Asfordby in 

Leicestershire (Figure 1 below).  Asfordby is located in north eastern part of Leicestershire, 7.5km west of 

Melton Mowbray and 24km north east of Leicester.  Consisting of Asfordby, Asfordby Valley and Asfordby 
Hill, the parish is located to the north of the River Wreake. 

Timeframe of the APNP: 

To 2031. 

Latest progress of the APNP: 

The APNP is at Submission stage in its preparation (Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
Regulations). The proposed Submission plan can be accessed at: 

http://asfordby.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/uploads/1756caf652b62e5841036636.pdf  

 

mailto:clerk@asfordbypc.org.uk
http://asfordby.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/uploads/1756caf652b62e5841036636.pdf
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Main aims of the APNP: 

The main aims of the Neighbourhood Plan are as represented in the following diagram: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Aims of the Asfordby Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

Approach to screening 

In order to be ‘made’, Neighbourhood Plans are required to be tested against and meet a number of ‘basic 

conditions’.  One of the basic conditions is whether the making of the Neighbourhood Plan is compatible 

with European Union obligations, including obligations under the SEA Directive (European Directive 
2001/42/EC). 

The SEA Directive has been transposed into English law by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes Regulations 2004, or the ‘SEA Regulations’.  Regulation 9 of the SEA Regulations requires that 

the responsible authority determines whether or not a plan is likely to have significant effects.     

To decide whether a proposed Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have significant effects on the environment, 

and hence requires SEA, it should be screened at an early stage, i.e. once the plan remit and objectives 
have been formulated.as early as stage as possible.  The APNP was previously screened in August 2015.  

The National Planning Practice Guidance advises that a neighbourhood plan proposal is more likely to 
require SEA where: 

 “a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 

 the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the 

proposals in the plan 

 the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects that have not already 

been considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.” 

Screening is ‘Stage A’ in the government’s recommended six stage approach to SEA for Neighbourhood 

Plans outlined in the NPPG. If it is determined, through screening, that significant environmental effects are 
unlikely and hence SEA is not required, then further SEA is not required.   
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The screening process 

The screening process is illustrated in Figure 2. The Local Planning Authority, in this case, is 

undertaking the screening opinion and determination. 

 

 

Figure 2: SEA screening process 
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Screening findings 

Relationship with the Melton Local Plan 2014 

The APNP is being prepared in the context of the emerging Melton Local Plan 2014. 

The current plan comprises the saved policies of the Melton Borough Local Plan 1999 and its appendices.  

However, the policies covering strategic housing and employment allocations are currently out of date, and 

will be presented through the new Melton Local Plan 2014.  A Regulation 18 consultation on the Issues and 

Options for the new Local Plan was undertaken from October 2014 to January 20151, with a further 

Regulation 18 consultation on emerging options for the Local Plan released in January 20162, 

Within the plan Asfordby has been designated as a Primary Rural Service Centre and Asfordby Hill has been 

designated as a Secondary Rural Service Centre. 

The development plan for the Asfordby Neighbourhood Area will, when adopted, comprise the Melton Local 

Plan 2014 and the APNP.  Therefore, whilst the new Local Plan has not yet been adopted, the APNP is being 

prepared with due regard to the emerging plan to ensure conformity.  Due to the relatively early stage of 

preparation of the Local Plan, the emerging Local Plan bears less weight than in other areas; however the 

Neighbourhood Group has worked closely with Melton Borough Council to minimise any potential conflict 
with the emerging Local Plan.   

Will the APNP propose allocations? And if so, will these 

be over and above those likely to be included in the 

emerging Local Plan? 

Given existing commitments, the  latest version of the APNP (April 2016) supports a figure of 148 new 

dwellings to be delivered in the parish in the period to 2031.  This figure is based on recent studies 
undertaken for the Neighbourhood Plan including:  

 Housing needs; 

 affordable housing needs; and 

 the type, size and tenure of housing. 

The latest version of the APNP anticipates allocating three sites in Asfordby village and one in Asfordby, as 
follows. 

A. Land between Regency Road, Asfordby and the bypass: 55 dwellings 

B. Whitlock garages, Asfordby: 10 dwellings 

C. Asfordby Storage and Haulage depot, Main Street, Asfordby: 67 dwellings 

D. Land off Crompton Road/Melton Road, Asfordby Hill: 20 dwellings 

In addition, provision has been made for the development of up to 100 dwellings as part of the development 

of the Holwell Business Park. 

On this basis the following sites proposed through the APNP are being considered through the SA/SEA of 

the Melton Local Plan: 

 Land between Regency Road, Asfordby and the bypass 

 Land off Crompton Road/Melton Road, Asfordby Hill  

However, these sites are not yet allocated. 

                                                        
1 Melton Borough Council (October 2014) Melton Local Plan Issues and Options 
2 Melton Borough Council (January 2016) Emerging Options (Draft Plan) 
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What are the key environmental sensitivities (including 

‘sensitive areas’) in the vicinity of the Asfordby 

Neighbourhood Area? 

Sensitive areas 

A key determinant of whether effects are likely to be significant is the sensitivity of the asset affected.  In 

this context, the more environmentally sensitive a location, the more likely it is that potential environmental 
effects from a plan will be significant. 

The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) provides guidance on this topic through providing a list of 

sites and areas which should be deemed as ‘sensitive areas’ for the purposes of environmental 

assessment3.  These comprise: 

 Natura 2000 sites; 

 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 

 National Parks; 

 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty; 

 World Heritage Sites; and 

 scheduled monuments4. 

In the context of the categories of ‘sensitive areas’ described by the NPPG, the following sites and areas 
exist within and in the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area.   

Natura 2000 sites 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

No Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are present within the 
Neighbourhood Area. 

Within 10km of the Neighbourhood Area 

None- the nearest site is the Rutland Water SPA, which is located approximately 20km from the parish 

boundaries. 

SSSIs 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

Within 5km of Neighbourhood Area 

Frisby Marsh SSSI 

The Frisby Marsh SSSI is located 2km south west of the proposed development areas in Asfordby village.  

Comprising a complex of wetland habitats, grassland and woodland, the site contains some of the best 

remaining areas of marsh in Leicestershire and is representative of marsh in Central England. 

Natural England assesses the condition of all SSSIs as part of a six year cycle to help monitor the health of 

these sites in the longer term.  The most recent (June 2012) condition summary of the SSSI is 100% 
‘Unfavourable Recovering’. 

River Eye SSSI 

Covering the River Eye flowing east from Melton Mowbray, the River Eye SSSI is located c.5km from 

proposed development areas in Asfordby village.   The site comprises an exceptional example of a semi-

natural lowland river and is representative of clay streams in central and southern England.  The most 

                                                        
3
 I.e. those sites and areas that should be considered ‘sensitive’ for the purposes of screening projects for Environmental 

Impact Assessment. 
4
 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment/screening-schedule-2-

projects/interpretation-of-project-categories/  

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment/screening-schedule-2-projects/interpretation-of-project-categories/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/environmental-impact-assessment/screening-schedule-2-projects/interpretation-of-project-categories/
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recent (January 2010) condition summary of the unit of the SSSI closest to the parish is 100% 
‘Unfavourable No Change’. 

Holwell Mouth SSSI 

Holwell Mouth SSSI is located c.5km north of proposed development areas in Asfordby village.  

The site includes some of the best examples of neutral marsh in Leicestershire and is representative of 

marsh developed on somewhat base-poor clay soils in the English Midlands.  The most recent (June 2014) 

condition summary of the SSSI is 100% ‘Unfavourable Recovering’. 

National Parks 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

None- the closest National Park is the Peak District National Park (located 57km from the parish). 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

None- the closest AONB is the Cannock Chase AONB (located 65km from the parish). 

World Heritage Sites 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

None- the closest site is the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site (located 40km from the parish). 

Scheduled monuments 

Within the Neighbourhood Area 

None. 

In the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area 

Three scheduled monument designations are located within 2km of proposed development areas in 
Asfordby village: 

 Kirby Bellars Priory (600m away from Asfordby village) 

 Village cross at the western end of Main Street at Frisby-on-the Wreake (1,350m away from 

Asfordby village)  

 Garden, moat and five fishponds at Kirby Bellars  (1,400m away from Asfordby village) 

Further key environmental sensitivities in the 

Neighbourhood Area 

Whilst the areas and features highlighted above are a key influence on the sensitivity of the area. Further 

designated environmental assets located within the Neighbourhood Area (i.e. those which are not defined 
as ‘sensitive areas’ as defined by the NPPG) include as follows: 

Conservation Areas 

The Asfordby Conservation Area is centred on the historic core of Asfordby village. It also includes the area 

around All Saints Church and an area of the washlands surrounding the old Mill.  The medieval bridge on 
Station Lane and an area of modern housing around The Grove, to the north-west, are also included 

Listed buildings 
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There are 18 nationally listed buildings in the parish.  These incorporate three Grade II* listed buildings (the 

Church of St Bartholomew, The Old Hall and Beechcroft) and 15 Grade II listed buildings.  There are no 

Grade I listed buildings in the parish. 

Assessment 

The following presents the environmental effects which have the potential to arise as a result of the APNP.  
This is accompanied by a commentary on whether these effects are likely to be significant. 

The environmental effects have been grouped by the SEA ‘topics’ suggested by Annex I(f) of the SEA 
Directive5. 

Biodiversity, flora and fauna 

(Including biodiversity habitats and species, biodiversity sites, areas of geological interest) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

Without mitigation and enhancement measures, new allocations in Asfordby Parish have the potential to 

lead to effects on biodiversity, including through loss of habitat, disturbance, effects on ecological 
connections and indirect effects such as from impacts on water quality and quantity.  

The main ‘sensitive areas’ in the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area are the three SSSIs.  In terms of the 

Frisby Marsh SSSI, which is located 2km from Asfordby village, the SSSI has been assessed as being 

‘unfavourable recovering condition’.  Part of the west of Asfordby village is within the SSSI Impact Risk Zone 

for ‘residential development of 100 dwellings or more’6.  None of the four sites allocated through the plan is 
located within this Impact Risk Zone. 

Potential significant effects resulting from the Neighbourhood Plan however are likely to be avoided by the 

current policy approach proposed for the site by the draft APNP.  This includes through the retention of 

important ponds, trees and hedgerows, and a landscaping scheme which provides for an improvement in 

biodiversity.  The overarching biodiversity policy presented in the latest version of the plan also seeks to 

ensure that new development maintains and enhances existing ecological corridors and landscape 

features for biodiversity.  

In terms of the remaining two SSSIs (River Eye SSSI and Holwell Mouth SSSI), due in part to the relative 

distance of the sites from proposed development areas, no parts of Asfordby village or Asfordby Hill are 

within Impact Risk Zones for the two SSSIs.  This includes at the land to the south of Holwell works where up 

to 100 dwellings are supported.  This reduces the likelihood of significant effects relating to these ‘sensitive 

areas’.   

In light of these elements, effects on biodiversity from the APNP are therefore unlikely to be significant. 

  

                                                        
5
 The SEA Directive is 'of a procedural nature' (para 9 of the Directive preamble) and does not set out to prescribe 

particular issues that should and should not be a focus, beyond requiring a focus on 'the environment, including on 
issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural 
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the above 
factors' [our emphasis]. 
6
 SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS tool/dataset which maps zones around each SSSI according to the particular 

sensitivities of the features for which it is notified. They specify the types of development that have the potential to have 
adverse impacts at a given location. Natural England is a statutory consultee on development proposals that might impact 
on SSSIs. 
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Population 

(Including residents’ quality of life, accessibility to services and facilities, deprivation and similar) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

As indicated by the current policy approaches proposed for the APNP, the Neighbourhood Plan has the 

potential to have a range of benefits for the quality of life of residents and for accessibility to services, 

facilities and opportunities.  The plan will also support the delivery of affordable housing for local people 

and help deliver a range of types and tenures of houses. 

Whilst the benefits for residents of Asfordby from a well-designed Neighbourhood Plan have the potential 
to be wide-ranging, these are not deemed to be significant in the context of the SEA Regulations. 

Human health 

(Incorporating residents’ health and wellbeing) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

As indicated by the current policy approaches proposed for the APNP, the Neighbourhood Plan has the 

potential to have a range of benefits for residents’ health and wellbeing through promoting healthier 

lifestyles and supporting accessibility to services and facilities. 

Direct impacts from the plan on human health from noise quality issues may arise, including from new 

development areas. 

Whilst the health and wellbeing benefits for residents of the Neighbourhood Area from a well-designed 

Neighbourhood Plan have the potential to be wide-ranging, these are not deemed to be significant in the 
context of the SEA Regulations.  Likely effects from noise quality are also not deemed to be significant. 

Soil 

(Including agricultural land, soil erosion, soil quality) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

One out of the four proposed allocations (Land between Regency Road, Asfordby and the bypass) is 

located on greenfield land; the remaining three would be located on previously developed land. It is 

uncertain whether proposed development areas will be sited on land classified as the Best and Most 

Versatile Agricultural Land, as recent detailed agricultural land classification has not taken place.  However, 

due to the relatively limited area of land likely to be developed through the Neighbourhood Plan, effects on 
the soils resource are unlikely to be significant. 

Water 

(Including water quality and availability) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

The APNP has the potential to lead to a small scale increase in water demand in the Neighbourhood Area 

through supporting the delivery of new housing provision.  Potential effects on water availability will be 

limited by the relatively small scale of proposals likely to be facilitated by the APNP.  Effects are therefore 
unlikely to be significant.  
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Air 

(Including air quality) 

Likely effect: No Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

Whilst new development areas in the Neighbourhood Area may lead to increased traffic flows and 

congestion, this is unlikely to lead to marked effects on air quality.  Effects will be further reduced by the 
APNP’s focus on limiting traffic and congestion. 

No existing air quality issues exist in the Neighbourhood Area. Any potential effects on air quality are 

therefore not deemed to be significant in the context of the SEA Regulations. 

Climatic factors 

(Including relating to climate change mitigation (limiting greenhouse gas emissions) and adaptation 
(adapting to the anticipated effects of climate change, including flood risk) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

In terms of climate change mitigation, the APNP actively seeks to encourage the use of sustainable modes 

of transport.  This will help limit potential increases in greenhouse gas emissions from an increase in the 

built footprint of the Neighbourhood Area.  The current policy approach proposed for the APNP sets out a 

range of elements for consideration intended to guide the development of renewable energy provision in 
the parish.  

In terms of climate change adaptation, statutory requirements (including the requirements of the NPPF) will 
ensure that flood risk is addressed through new development proposals. 

The nature and magnitude of effects directly arising as a result of the APNP are unlikely to be significant in 

the context of the SEA Regulations. 

Material assets 

(Including minerals resources, waste considerations) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Description of potential effects and whether they are likely to be significant 

The Neighbourhood Plan may lead to small increases in the Neighbourhood Area’s waste management 

requirements through supporting the delivery of new housing.  No mineral sites are likely to be affected as a 
result of the APNP. 

Potential increases in waste as a direct result of the APNP are likely to be limited by statutory requirements 

regarding waste management.  Due to their limited magnitude, effects are therefore unlikely to be 

significant in the context of the SEA Regulations in relation to this topic. 

Cultural Heritage 

(Including historic environment, cultural heritage, historic settings) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

The housing allocations proposed through the APNP have the potential to have effects on the fabric and 

setting of historic environment assets. 

Whilst three scheduled monuments (or ‘sensitive areas’ as defined by the NPPG) are present in the vicinity 

of the parish, these are unlikely to be directly affected by the new development areas due to their relative 
distance (>1km) from proposed allocations. 

In terms of the Asfordby Conservation area, none of the three sites allocated by the APNP in the village are 

within the conservation area.  One of the sites is however located adjacent to the conservation area 

boundaries- Asfordby Storage and Haulage depot, Main Street, Asfordby.  

However the likelihood of significant effects on the integrity of the conservation area from the allocation of 

this site is likely to be limited by the implementation of detailed design guidance put forward through the 

Neighbourhood Plan, including the Development Design Brief for the plan.  Given the opportunities for new 
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development at this location to enhance the public realm, townscape character and local distinctiveness of 

the area, the allocation has the potential to enhance the setting of the conservation area.  Alongside, the 

APNP has a close focus on protecting and enhancing the historic environment and landscape of the 

Neighbourhood Area and the plan’s focus on protecting key features of importance for the historic 
environment.  This will help limit effects on cultural heritage assets and their settings. 

Supporting this further, the Neighbourhood Group have made a commitment to undertake a heritage 

assessment in order to consider potential effects on the historic environment in more depth.  It is 

considered that undertaking a detailed heritage assessment of the plan proposals will identify potential 

significant effects and enable avoidance and, if deemed appropriate, mitigation measures to be 

implemented through the Neighbourhood Plan.  

In terms of the proposed allocation at Holwell Works and Asfordby Business Park, no designated sites or 

areas (including scheduled monuments, registered parks and gardens, historic battlefields, listed buildings 

or conservation areas) are located in the immediate vicinity of the proposed development area.  In terms of 

wider effects on the historic landscape, including the setting of features such as the Grade II* listed Church 

of St Bartholomew, it is considered that this will be assessed in detail through the heritage assessment 

undertaken alongside the plan.  Given potential effects on these elements will be considered through the 

heritage assessment, and avoidance and mitigation measures will be integrated into the plan in response, 

any effects on the historic environment from allocations at this location are unlikely to be significant.     

Landscape 

(Including landscape and townscape quality) 

Likely effect: Yes Effect likely to be significant? No 

Direct effects from the ADNP on landscape and townscape character have the potential to take place from 

housing allocations taken forward through the plan. 

In terms of landscape quality, no ‘sensitive areas’ as defined by the NPPG are present in the Neighbourhood 
Area.  

In terms of the Asfordby Conservation area, two of the proposed sites are within the conservation area and 

the remaining two sites are adjacent to the conservation area.  However the likelihood of significant effects 

on the integrity of the conservation area are likely to be limited by the implementation of detailed design 

guidance put forward through the Neighbourhood Plan. 

In terms of wider effects on the historic landscape, it is considered that this will be assessed in detail 

through the heritage assessment undertaken alongside the plan.  Given potential effects on these elements 

will be considered through the heritage assessment, and avoidance and mitigation measures will be 

integrated into the plan in response, any effects on the historic landscape and townscape from allocations 
are unlikely to be significant. 

The current version of the APNP also has a strong focus on protecting and enhancing the 

landscape/townscape of the Neighbourhood Plan area and protecting key features of importance for the 

historic environment.  This will help limit effects on landscape and townscape quality and facilitate 

enhancements. 
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Overall findings 

This Screening Opinion has considered whether the Asfordby Neighbourhood Plan is likely to lead to 

significant environmental effects as defined by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations).  In particular, the review has considered a number of sensitive 

areas located in the vicinity of the Neighbourhood Area and the potential environmental effects on these 
areas that may arise as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Whilst environmental effects have the potential to take place as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan, 

including in relation to the majority of the SEA ‘topics’, it is considered that these are unlikely to be 

significant in the context of the SEA Regulations.  This includes relating to the potential for negative effects 

on the Frisby Marsh SSSI and the historic environment.  In relation to the latter, it is considered that the 

undertaking of a detailed heritage assessment will limit the potential for significant effects on features and 
area of historic environment interest in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

In this context the significance of potential effects will be limited by the key aims of the Neighbourhood 

Plan, which are reflected by the policy approaches proposed by the latest version of the plan, and the 
undertaking of a detailed heritage assessment alongside the plan. 
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Conclusions 

After having given consideration to the anticipated scope of the APNP, and the relevant environmental 

issues locally, it is concluded that the APNP will have no likely significant effects (either positive or negative) 
and an SEA process is not required in association with the SEA Regulations.  

Should the scope or nature of the APNP change substantially through further revisions of the draft plan 

then this opinion should be revisited, but at present it is considered (to our best available knowledge, and 
on the basis of the evidence and draft document provided to us) that SEA is not necessary.  
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