
 
 
 

2. Barnard Close 
Burton Lazars 

LE142XU 
 

By e mail 23/8/2017 
 
 

Dear Mr Reid, 
Re: Local Plan - Consultation on focused changes 

 
I am commenting by e mail as, yet again, I am unable to access the links to the relevant area on your 
website. For your information, many people have also attempted and failed to complete the 
consultation due to the complexity of the process and I would like to place on the record that the plan 
consultation process has been very user ‘unfriendly’. 
 
Please record my objection to the major incursion of buildings in the area of separation between 
Melton and Burton Lazars. This proposal directly contravenes the recommendation in your own 
2015 study as described below at A., which is a copy of page 34 of the same. 
I have also at B. included comments I submitted on planning application 16/00515/OUT, which also 
apply to this consultation. These proposals reduce the current Area of Separation by a huge 50+%, 
leaving a maximum of 200m between town and village settlement, destroying the aesthetic and 
perceptual quality of this area, and removing any recreational value and tranquillity.  
A modest modification, moving the commencement of development some 100m west of the A606, 
with the road close to/immediately adjacent to the current town boundary, would significantly 
alleviate this problem and I urge a review and change to this aspect of the plan. 
 
Kind Regards, 
GE Digby 
 

A. 
Melton Mowbray 
Assessment of Areas of Separation  
Melton Mowbray – Burton Lazars  
This area was identified in the 2006 Areas of Separation report.  
 
Areas of Separation, Settlement Fringe Sensitivity and Local Green Space Study INF_N0318 
Final report Sept 2015  
 

4.6 The following table provides the assessment of the landscape character and features of the AOS 
against the criteria established in paragraph 3.9.  

Criteria  Commentary and judgements  

Topography and skylines  

A gently undulating topography in the east associated with the north 
facing slopes of the Eye Valley, with a more pronounced ridge to the 
west on which Burton Lazars is sited, and which effectively contains 
perception of much of the southern edge of Melton Mowbray from 
the wider landscape. The eastern skyline is predominantly developed 
due to the presence of the ridgetop settlement of Burton Lazars. The 
sense of openness created by the land within the Area of Separation 
perceptibly contributes to the gap between Melton Mowbray and 
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Burton Lazars.  

Landscape scale and pattern, 
including cultural/historic 
pattern  

This varies to some extent across the area, with texture and variation 
created by areas of ridge and furrow and scheduled earthworks (site 
of the medieval hospital of St Mary and St Lazarus) in the 
west/southwest and a simple rectilinear enclosure field pattern in 
the east. Overall, the relatively intact hedgerow structure and 
interlaced pattern of vegetation contributes to the perception of 
separation between the two settlements.  

Aesthetic and perceptual 
quality including landscape 
experience/ recreational 
value and tranquillity  

The historic landscape pattern and rural land uses (pastoral and 
arable agriculture) contribute to an essentially rural, tranquil 
landscape quality and landscape experience. This further assists in 
defining the sense of separation between the south of Melton 
Mowbray and Burton Lazars. There is some evidence of recreational 
value due to the presence of the Jubilee Way long distance route 
which crosses the area – the landscape is likely to be valued for its 
own right by recreational users, indicating a functional value with 
regard to settlement setting and sense of separation.  

Views, visual character and 
intervisibility  

Views in and out from the wider landscape are often framed and 
filtered by undulating topography, the ridge on which Burton Lazars 
is sited and field boundary and intervening vegetation. There is little 
intervisibility between Melton Mowbray and the wider landscape 
due to the presence of the rising land on which Burton Lazars is sited 
and this is instrumental in defining the perception of separation.  

Recommendations and justification:  
The landscape to the west and northwest of Burton Lazars contains historic landscape features, 
which should be conserved. Topography limits the views of the existing built edge of Melton 
Mowbray experienced from Burton Lazars. Any development coming forward should have 
consideration of the important ridgeline to the south of Melton Mowbray that limits the visual 
connection of the two settlements. The physical and visual separation of the settlements should be 
retained, to conserve distinctive features.  
Recommendation: Retain  

34  

B. 
Comments for Planning Application 16/00515/OUT 

4.4.3  The SSN will create an improved urban edge that respects the town’s heritage and relates sympathetically to Burton 

Lazars Environment en1: Protection of the separate identities of Burton Lazars and Eye Kettleby in accordance with Policy 

EN4 and respond to settlement fringe sensitivity in accordance with Policy EN1 to create a locally distinctive development 

and an improved town edge; en3: Protection and enhancement of historic and archaeological features in accordance with 

Policy EN13; including the St. Mary and St Lazurus hospital scheduled monument.  

 

 This application totally undermines the above statements taken from the proposals in 

the Draft Local Plan. The southern boundary of this proposal, between the A606 and 

Sandy Lane, clearly encroaches on the St. Lazarus site and more importantly, destroys 

the identity of the northern boundary of Burton Lazars and is most definitely not 

sympathetic to this ancient settlement or it’s historic and archaeological features. To 

approve this would pay lip service to the proposed area of separation which currently is 

minimal. This boundary requires tightening to maximise the AOS. 

 
 
 



 
 


