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Include unanswered questions

About you

**CONSENT TO PUBLISH** Please note: your response will be published after the consultation closes. Please
con rm you understand and agree to publish your name by ticking the box below.

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes, you may publish my name with my response

What is your name?

Name (Required)

Robert Sparham

Please indicate if you are completing this survey as a resident or other type from the list below (tick all that
apply)

Please select all that apply

(Required)

Agent

Developer

Landowner

Resident

Stakeholder

Consultee

Other (please specify below)
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Did you complete a previous representation for the Melton Local Plan consultation held in November 2016?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

FC1 Spatial Strategy (Policies SS2 and SS3)

Would you like to submit a representation for: FC1 Spatial Strategy (policies SS2 and SS3) section of the focused
changes?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

FC2 - Melton Sustainable Neighbourhoods (policies SS4 & SS5) - Chapter 4

Would you like to complete a representation for the focused change relating to: FC2 Melton sustainable
neighbourhood policies?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

FC3 Growth Strategy & Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA)

Would you like to complete a representation for FC3: Growth Strategy and HEDNA?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

4. FC4 Housing site allocations

Would you like to complete a representation for the focused change relating to FC4: Housing Site Allocations,
reserve sites and site speci c policies?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes
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(Required)

No

Housing site allocations - Rep 1

1. Please select the settlement and clearly reference the site you are interested in (please note you can select
additional sites later after you have completed this one)

Site 1 (select one)

Please select one item

Ab Kettleby

Asfordby Hill

Asfordby

Bottesford

Croxton Kerrial

Easthorpe

Frisby

Gaddesby

Great Dalby

Harby

Hose

Long Clawson

Melton Mowbray

Old Dalby

Scalford

Somerby

Stathern

Thorpe Arnold

Waltham

Wymondham

Site reference or page/policy number: (Required)

BOT3 (Initially BOT4) (MBC/057/13 part) Rectory Farm

2. Do you believe that this policy/section of the Melton Local Plan:
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3. If you answered No to 'sound', please answer this question... Do you consider that this policy is unsound
because...

Please select all that apply

it's not positively prepared

it is not justi ed

it isn't effective

it's not consistent with National Policy

Is legally compliant

Please select one item

 Yes

 No

  Unsure

Is sound

Please select one item

 Yes

  No

 Unsure

Complies with the duty to co-operate

Please select one item

 Yes

  No

 Unsure







Please provide comments for why you believe it is unsound or fails to comply with the duty to co-operate. OR If
you wish to support the legal compliance or soundness of this policy, or its compliance with the duty to co-operate:
(Required)

BOT3 (Initially BOT4) (MBC/057/13 part) Notwithstanding Mrs Love’s remarks about objections to BOT3 from
my part of Bottesford,:-“Objections from residents on an existing housing estate to the development of another
one behind them stirred up by inaccurate information should not be given much weight.(The Melton Local Plan
Addendum of Focussed Changes Chapter 5 Melton Communities, p18 ) (Comments I feel were completely
inappropriate as Mrs Love is not a professional planner and therefore is unquali ed to comment on other
people’s responses to the draft local plan. I am therefore extremely concerned that such phrases were included in
an of cial Council document and indeed I wonder why they were). Nonetheless, be that as it may, I would like to
object to the BOT3 site on three grounds; Flooding, Access and Sustainability. With regard to the Flooding issue
in the chapter entitled:- Service Centres Update to site assessments including information on availability of land,
suitability of site, viability and deliverability timescales of The Melton Local Plan Addendum of Focussed
Changes document on the council website The Environment Agency comments upon BOT3 include the following
paragraph:- : “The site is traversed by the River Devon a main river of this Agency. Associated within the River are
areas of ood zone 2, 3 and an historic ood outline. This site must be sequentially tested and found to be
sequentially preferable to any other sites within the borough before it is considered for development. Because of
the status of “main river” associated with the River Devon this means that any proposed development that is in,
on, over or within 8 metres from the top of the bank of this river will require the Environment Agency’s consent
in accordance with Water Resources Act 1991”. pp57-8 However, I have seen no evidence that these sequential
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5. Do you have additional sites to submit a response for?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

FC5 Housing Mix

tests or comparisons have ever taken place. The site is identi ed historically as a ood plain but was initially
selected by the Bottesford Parish Council Local Plan Steering Group, and subsequently by Melton Borough
Council as their favoured site for the majority of development within the parish. Again, I have seen no evidence
that this commitment has ever wavered, or has ever been considered as a hypothesis for testing against the
possible bene ts of other sites within the Parish (or indeed the Borough) which have a lesser identi ed ood risk.
Surely it makes no sense to build on a ood plain unless you absolutely have to, particularly as the plans I have
seen include the construction of a bridge over the River Devon, to link the main two elds, which will fall into the
category of a proposed development that is in, on, OVER or within 8 metres from the top of the bank of this river
will require the Environment Agency’s consent in accordance with Water Resources Act 1991.”to comply with
National Policy I have been made aware of suggestions that the site may use the existing old railway bridge to
bridge the Devon. However, this would increase the costs of creating a new road system, which I will discuss in
the Sustainability section of this response below. Another factor is the nature of the geology of the Rectory Farm
BOT3 site. After heavy rainfall, the Rectory Farm area often has large, fairly deep pools of standing water. These
pools are caused not by the fact that the water is unable to drain through impervious clay-like layers of soil, but
rather because the area is very sandy and the sand absorbs large amounts of rainfall, rather like a sponge, the
standing water pools being caused by the sponge being lled. Concreting over this area would therefore, I feel,
have an increased detrimental effect with regard to the amount of water that runs off into the Devon perhaps
causing a ‘pinch point’ and a backing up of the stream. Again, I have seen no evidence that this particular
geological factor has been considered. Turning further to the Access aspects of the site The Service Centres
Update to site assessments Chapter in the BOT3 transport section has the following comment on P54:- “Suitable
site access with visibility splays and tracking would need to be submitted on application and agreed with
Highway Authority” This is a problem for BOT3 because the new road layout as suggested by the developer
would require closing off the residential Bowbridge Lane at the junction with Longhedge Lane to through traf c.
The access junction to the centre of Bottesford to the east and the A52 to the west, between Longhedge Lane
and Nottingham Road (which would then be used by estimated 217 new vehicles that would come from BOT3),
has been described in the past as unsatisfactory because of the limited visibility for drivers looking left toward
the centre of the village due to the humpback of the old railway bridge in Nottingham Road. (At present a saloon
car driver turning right towards the A52 has a visibility splay of approx 25 paces) It is dif cult to believe that a
possible further 1500 plus traf c movements through this junction per day would be safe? (Figures based upon
an estimated 1.3 cars per household making 7 journeys each per day) Also given that the through traf c
travelling west toward Orston which currently uses the Bowbridge Lane-Longhedge Lane junction would then
have to use the Nottingham Road-Longhedge Lane junction and would therefore augment the amount of traf c
in possible con ict with BOT3 right turners?

Please describe what changes you consider necessary to make the Melton Local Plan legally compliant or sound

Sites should be located at the South of the village of Bottesford thus facilitating easy access to A52 and to local
schools. Sites should also not be located in areas that have been identi ed as at risk of ooding. It is dif cult to
see the logic behind selecting the BOT3 Rectory Farm site as the main focus of Bottesford development. A site
that is located on a ood plain, that requires such dif cult and expensive access construction as to mitigate
against the MBC Sustainability Objectives and that would exacerbate the village’s existing traf c problems, does
not seem the most rational of choices.
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(Required)

Would you like to submit a representation for FC5 Housing Mix?

Please select one item

Yes

No

FC6 - Affordable Housing

Would you like to submit a representation for FC6: Affordable housing?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

7. FC6 - Affordable Housing

2. Do you believe that this policy/section of the Melton Local Plan:

FC7 Gypsies and Travellers policies





Is legally compliant

Please select one item

 Yes

 No

  Unsure

Is sound

Please select one item

 Yes

  No

 Unsure

Complies with the duty to co-operate

Please select one item

 Yes

  No

 Unsure
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Would you like to submit a representation for FC7: Gypsies and Travellers?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

FC8 Economy

Would you like to make any comments on FC8 Economy?

Please select one item

Yes

No

FC9 Indoor Sports Facilities

Would you like to submit a representation for FC9 Sport?

Please select one item

Yes

No

FC10 Infrastructure Delivery Plan

Would you like to submit a representation for the focused changes proposed for FC10: Infrastructure?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

FC13 Policies map

Would you like to submit a representation for FC13 Policies Map?

Please select one item

Yes

No

Examination
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(Required)

40. Can your representation seeking a change be considered by written representations or do you consider it
necessary to participate at the oral part of the examination?

Please select one item

(Required)

Written Representations

Participate at the Oral Examination

Receive news and updates

48. If you would like to be updated on any Melton Local Plan news and updates, then please indicate your
preferences below and we will make sure you are kept informed.

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes, send me regular news and updates

No, please do not send me any emails

49. Would you like to be kept informed of other council services? If so, please indicate your preferences below:
(By ticking the box, you are opting in to receive news and updates from Melton Borough Council only for the
options you have selected. We will not share this data with any other provider).



If you wish to speak at the examination, please outline why you consider this to be necessary?

I was one of the lead objectors for a group of over 100 people who objected to the site in Nov 2016 through the
medium of an organisation called Bottesford Forum.
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To thank you for taking part in this online survey, you have the chance to be entered into our FREE prize draw to
win vouchers worth up to £100. If you would like to be entered into the draw, please indicate so below:

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes, please enter me into the FREE prize draw

No thanks

Bene ts

Please select all that apply

 Yes I'm Interested - add me to the list

  Not interested - do not send me anything

Community

Please select all that apply

  Yes I'm Interested - add me to the list

 Not interested - do not send me anything

Tourism & events

Please select all that apply

  Yes I'm Interested - add me to the list

 Not interested - do not send me anything

Local Plan only

Please select all that apply

  Yes I'm Interested - add me to the list

 Not interested - do not send me anything

Online services

Please select all that apply

 Yes I'm Interested - add me to the list

  Not interested - do not send me anything

Town centre

Please select all that apply

 Yes I'm Interested - add me to the list

  Not interested - do not send me anything

Waste and recycling

Please select all that apply

 Yes I'm Interested - add me to the list

  Not interested - do not send me anything




