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1. On 14th October 2017, I issued a document entitled Questions from the 
Independent Examiner. I am grateful to the Qualifying Body (QB) and the 
LPA for their responses. These have been placed on the website and I have 
now received the attached document from Gladman Development Ltd 
setting out their comments on the response from the Qualifying Body. I 
invite the LPA and the QB to comment on the points raised in their letter 
dated 16th November 2017. 

2. The response from Gladman Developments has raised an issue that I had 
not foreseen. The submitted plan referred in Policy CF1 to the Protection 
and Enhancement of Community Facilities. In response to my request, the 
Parish Council has proposed a number of community facilities which it 
wants to be specifically protected. In addition to the Six Hills Golf Centre, 
there are three public houses mentioned, which will be commercial 
businesses. If the sites had been identified at Regulation 14 Pre-
Submission Consultation stage or at Regulation 15 Submission, then the 
owners of these businesses would have had the opportunity to comment on 
their proposed inclusion as community facilities. However, they would not 
have been aware, and therefore in the interests of fairness, I consider that it 
would be appropriate for them to be offered the opportunity to give their 
views to their proposed identification in the plan. 

3.  I do not consider that it is necessary to extend the invitation to other 
facilities as I believe they are likely to be publically owned or genuine 
community organisations. 

4. I would therefore be grateful if the QB would write to the three public houses 
and alert the licensees to their inclusion as community assets in the 
proposed neighbourhood plan. I would suggest a form of wording along the 
following lines would be appropriate: 

“Broughton and Old Dalby Parish Council has submitted its 
neighbourhood plan for examination. At the request of the examiner, 
Mr John Slater, the Parish Council was invited to identify the 
community facilities that Policy CF1 would protect. The proposed 
wording of the relevant policy reads as follows: 

“Proposals that will result in the loss of any building or land currently 
or last used as a community facility or registered as an Asset of 
Community Value will not be supported unless: 
a) The facility is relocated, or a better facility is provided, in a 

building or location of sufficient size, layout or quality to 
compensate for the loss of the existing facility; or  

b) There is no reasonable prospect of securing either the continued 
use of the community facility or an alternative community use of 
the land or the building. 
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The Examiner has asked that you, as owner of one of the commercial 
premises identified by the Parish Council, be alerted to its recent 
inclusion in the plan and offered an opportunity to make any 
representations, which he will then consider as part of his examination. 
He has asked for any comments you wish to make, to be sent to him 
via the email address planningpolicy@melton.gov.uk within 14 days of 
the date of this letter. You should be aware that a copy of the response 
will be placed on the appropriate neighbourhood plan website” 

5.  I would be grateful if the QB could be provided with a copy of the letters 
which have been sent out along with the date that the 21-day consultation 
period will end. 

Reserve	Site	
 

6. I am aware that the planning application 17/00397/OUT is due to be 
considered by the Melton Planning Committee on 30th November 2017. I 
would be grateful if the LPA could let me know the outcome of the 
application as it will be material to my recommendation, along with a copy of 
the Committee report. 

7. I would also like to share with the respective parties, my preliminary 
conclusions regarding this site. I am very conscious that the land is 
“previously developed land” and that there appears to be public support 
towards the principle of allowing residential development in this location in 
preference to other possible locations in the Plan area. One of the 
underlying core principles of the planning system, as set out in paragraph 
17 of the NPPF is to “encourage the effective use of land by reusing land 
that had been previously developed (brownfield land) provided it is not of 
high environmental quality”. I do not suppose any party would argue that the 
site is of high environmental quality. 

8. It seems that the plan is prepared to countenance its development for 
housing, if required. This raises the issue of what is the trigger for its 
release. It was accepted by the QB in a previous response to one of my 
questions, that it recognised that the land on the east side of the test track 
was somewhat of an anomaly, as the rail line acts as a physical barrier 
between the site and the settlement of Old Dalby and indeed the plan 
proposes an Area of Separation between the two. It therefore does not 
seem right that this brownfield land should not be developed unless there is 
a shortfall in delivery in Old Dalby itself, which has already exceeded its 
draft Local Plan housing figure by virtue of consents already granted.  

9. I am therefore minded, if the current planning application is not approved by 
the Planning Committee, to propose an allocation for the land which can 
contribute to the other rural settlements housing requirements. The plan 
sets out a capacity of up to 42 units. Does the LPA have a view on how 
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much development this site could take and are there any other requirements 
either party would wish me to consider if I were minded to make the site a 
housing allocation. If I came to that conclusion should I be recommending a 
Limit of Development around this whole residential enclave? Equally if the 
QB has a view on my preliminary views on this topic, I would be pleased to 
receive any representations. 

Land	at	East	Lodge,	Old	Dalby	
 

10.  I understand that   the Planning Committee approved a planning application 
on land which is currently outside the Limits of Development in Old Dalby on 
9th November 2017. Would the QB wish me to recommend the change in 
settlement boundary, to now include that site, to be consistent with other 
sites with planning permission? 

	Concluding	Comments	
 

11. It would be helpful if I could have responses to these points within the next 
14 days to allow me to conclude my examination report expeditiously. I 
would also like to be sent any responses from the owners of the 3 pubs re 
their inclusion as community facilities.  

12. I would again be grateful if this note and the subsequent responses could 
be placed on Melton Borough Council’s and the Neighbourhood Plan’s 
respective websites. 
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