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Non-Technical Summary  

 

I. The Sustainability Appraisal (SA) process is a way of ensuring that all the plans and 

programmes that relate to land use issues are compatible with the aims of sustainable 

development. This includes the evidence base documents that will inform the new 

Melton Local Plan. 

 

II. The SA process lies within the European Union’s Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) Directive, which acts to ensure that all plans /policies with land 

use implications take into account environmental issues and impacts. The UK’s SA 

process widens the scope, to include the consideration of both social and economic 

issues, when assessing specific plans and programmes relating to land use issues. 

Melton Borough Council has decided to prepare an integrated impact assessment to 

include an Equalities Impact Assessment to the overall Sustainability Appraisal 

process. Each of the assessment type has aspects in common with the others. In the 

interest of efficiency and the desire to avoid duplication, the two assessment types 

have been integrated under the umbrella of Sustainability Appraisal. 

 

III. The SA process comprises a number of stages, beginning with production of this 

scoping report, which includes an assessment of other relevant policies, plans and 

programmes, an assessment of baseline information and subsequent sustainability 

issues and problems in the Borough. This Scoping Report Covers stages A1-A5 

below.
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Stage A Setting the 
context and  
objectives, 
establishing the 
baseline and 
deciding on the 
scope 

A1 
 
 
 
A2 

Identifying other relevant 
policies, plans and 
programmes, and sustainability 
objectives  
 
Collecting baseline information 

A3 Identifying sustainability 
issues and problems 

A4 Developing the SA framework 

A5 Consulting on the scope of the 
SA 

Stage B Developing and 
refining options 
and assessing  
effects  

B1 Testing the Development Plan 
Document (DPD)objectives 
against the SA framework 

B2 Developing the DPD options  

B3 Predicting the effects of the DPD 

B4 Evaluating the effects of the DPD 

B5 Considering ways of mitigating 
adverse effects and  
maximising beneficial effects 

B6 Proposing measures to monitor 
the significant effects  
of implementing the DPDs 

Stage C Preparing the SA 
report 

C1 Preparing the SA report 

Stage D Consultation on 
the DPD and SA 
report  

D1 Public participation on the 
preferred options of the DPD and 
the SA report  

D2 
(i) 

Appraising significant changes  

D2 
(ii) 

Appraising significant changes 
resulting from representations 

D3 Making decisions and providing 
information  

Stage E Monitoring the 
significant  effects 
of implementing  
the DPD 

E1 Finalising aims and methods for 
monitoring  

E2 Responding to adverse effects 

 

The Scoping Report  

IV. The Scoping report sets out the source of the requirements to carry out SA and other 

associated environmental assessments, and explains how the SA will be carried out. 

It includes a review of the other relevant plans, policies and programmes. This stage 

of the SA also includes the collation of baseline information which provides the 



5 

evidence for identifying key sustainability issues and the basis for predicting and 

monitoring the effects of the new Melton Local Plan. 

 

V. This information feeds into the sustainability appraisal framework which will be used 

to assess the different options and alternatives that will need to be considered when 

preparing the new Melton Local Plan. 

 

 

The Sustainability Appraisal Framework  

VI. The Sustainability Appraisal Framework consists of a series of objectives and 

indicators. These have been developed with regard to national, regional, county- wide 

and local sustainability objective and indicators. 

Sustainability Issues  

VII. In order to assess the most sustainable options moving forward as part of the 

preparation of the new Melton Local Plan, the key issues facing the Borough have 

been identified.  

Sustainability Objectives  

VIII. A series of sustainability objectives have been drafted by reflecting information in the 

context review and collection of baseline data, in order to assess the sustainability 

issues facing the Borough. 
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SA Objective 

1. To ensure that the housing stock meets the housing needs of the present and 
future residents of the Borough  

2. To make efficient use of transport infrastructure, improve accessibility to 
employment and services to ensure that people can make sustainable transport 
choices  

3. To develop a strong culture of learning, enterprise and innovation 

4. To encourage opportunities for investment in order to promote tourism. 

5. To diversify the local economy and encourage new business formation 

6. To promote high quality employment opportunities that meet the needs of the 
community  

7. To protect the natural environment, increase biodiversity levels and enhance  
multifunctional green infrastructure across the Borough 

8. To enhance and improve the built and historic environment  

9. To use land, energy, soil, mineral and water resources prudently and  
efficiently.  

10. To promote social cohesion and support the development of community facilities  
across the Borough  

11. To reduce poverty, crime and social deprivation and secure economic  
inclusion.  

12. To improve community safety, reduce crime and the fear of crime 

13. To minimise waste and increase the re-use and recycling of waste materials  

14. To provide the necessary physical conditions and infrastructure to enable 
economic growth.  

15. To reduce health inequalities, promote healthy lifestyles and prolong life. 

16. To adapt to and plan for climate change and increase energy generated from 
renewable 
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IX. A series of indicators have been prepared in order to assess if the objectives are 

being achieved. These indicators will be used to monitor the effect of the new Melton 

Plan once it is adopted and will be included within the Local Plans monitoring 

framework and monitored through Annual Monitoring Report once the Local Plan is in 

place. 

Next Steps  

X. The Scoping Report provides an initial opportunity for interested parties to comment, 

and ensure that the final SA report is robust enough to achieve its sustainable 

development objectives when appraising the new Melton Local Plan. Copies of the 

SA Scoping Report will be provided to the three statutory consultation bodies, Natural 

England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency.  

 

XI. Following the consultation, feedback along with any other additional findings and 

updates will be incorporated into the report. The Council will then move onto to 

consult on the new Melton Local Plan Issues and Options document for 12 weeks 

beginning in September 2014. This Scoping Report will be used to assess the impact 

of the different policy and site allocations during the preparation of the new Melton 

Local Plan. 
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Melton Borough Council SA /SEA Scoping Report  

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 This report comprises the first stage of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the new 

Melton Plan. The new Melton Local Plan will be the statutory development plan for 

the Borough. It will set out the spatial policies, guidance, land use designations and 

site allocations for the plan period against which all planning applications and 

development proposals in the Borough will be assessed. A map of the Melton 

Borough is provided in figure 2. The draft vision and objectives for Melton Borough 

are set out below: 

 

1.2 A Vision for Melton: 

 

We will promote and manage development in a way which consolidates and builds 

upon the unique reputation, heritage and character of Melton and meets the needs 

of the local community, benefits the economy and maintains or improves the quality 

of the local environment. We will facilitate a sustainable pattern of high quality 

development which: 

 Retains the character of the countryside whilst supporting land-based industries 

and tourism opportunities; 

 Meets the needs of businesses to provide a diverse, competitive and innovative 

economy with high levels of local employment and good opportunities for 

training; 

 Reflects the housing needs of the whole community; 

 Strengthens Melton Mowbray’s role as a historic market town and as the main 

social and economic focus for the Borough; 

 Raises the quality, interest and diversity of Melton Mowbray’s town centre and 

reduces the impact of traffic; 

 Respects the individual character and distinctiveness of Melton’s villages 

preserving their heritage and promoting good design 

 Ensures that people benefit from having better access to key services and 

facilities to create strong, healthy, safer communities; 

 Addresses the causes and effects of climate change and reuses and recycles 

resources; 

 Provides the necessary infrastructure to support economic and population 

growth. 
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1.3 Objectives 

 

1. Help provide a stock of housing accommodation that meets the needs of the 

community, including the need for affordable housing 

2. Develop a housing stock to provide for the future aspirations for the local economy 

3. Reduce the need to travel by car and improve access to public transport 

4. Reduce traffic congestion in Melton Mowbray 

5. To improve community safety and reduce crime and the fear of crime 

6. Enhance the vitality and viability of Melton Mowbray town centre 

7. Provide sufficient land to meet current and future employment needs 

8. Help regenerate the rural economy 

9. Promote the tourism potential of the Borough through its food, equestrianism and 

heritage assets creating a Melton “brand” 

10. Create a mixed economy with increased knowledge-based jobs and wages 

11. Provide better training opportunities and increase educational attainment  

12. Improve facilities for all the community 

13. Improve access to services and facilities, including health, social care, jobs, 

recreation, sport and education, broadband  

14. Promote sustainable communities 

15. Improve the health of the Borough and reduce health inequalities within the 

community 

16. Promote high quality and innovative design which is visually attractive, reflects local 

context and distinctiveness, and, contributes to a safe and accessible environment to 

make places better for people 

17. Reduce pollution  

18. Protect and enhance the natural environment and biodiversity 

19. Conserve the historic environment and Melton’s heritage assets 

20. Protect the rural character of the Borough 

21. Protect and manage the use of natural resources and mitigate activities that cause 

their loss or degradation 

22. Prepare for, limit, and adapt to climate change and promote low carbon development 

23. Reduce the risk of flooding and avoid development in areas adverse to flooding 

24. Minimise the use of energy and promote forms of renewable energy in the correct 

locations 

25. Ensure that the reuse and recycling of waste is maximised 

 

1.4 The SA must be undertaken as part of the preparation of the Local Plan, in order to 

test its performance against social, economic and environmental objectives by 

ensuring that it reflects sustainability objectives. 

 

1.5 The requirement to undertake a policy context review arises from the SEA Directive. 

Many policies, plans, programmes, strategies and initiatives set out environmental and 
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wider sustainability objectives. Under the SEA Directive, consideration must be made 

of the relevant environmental objectives which originate from the policy context. 

 

   

2.0 Purpose of this Scoping Report  

 

2.1 The purpose of this scoping report is to decide on the scope and level of detail of the 

SA. It sets out the results of the initial stage of the SA for the new Melton Local Plan, 

including a comprehensive source of baseline information. 

 

 

2.2  The scoping report also suggests a list of sustainability issues and objectives that are 

relevant to Melton Borough Council and sets out the sustainability framework against 

which the alternative Melton Local Plan options can be assessed. 

 Legislative Framework  

2.3 European Directive 2001/42/EC, Article 3(1) requires an ‘environmental assessment’ 

of plans and programmes prepared by public authorities that are likely to have a 

significant effect upon the environment. This process is referred to as a ‘Strategic 

Environmental Assessment’ (SEA). Among the documents to which this requirement 

will apply are spatial plans that cover a wide area, such as the Local Development 

Documents making up the Melton Local Plan.  

 

2.4 The purpose of SA is to promote sustainable development through the integration of 

sustainability considerations into the preparation and adoption of documents. The SEA 

will form the environmental part of the SA, which implement the requirements of the 

European Union Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain 

plans and programmes on the environment. SA ensures that potential environmental 

effects are given full consideration alongside social and economic issues. 

 

2.5 In terms of the specific requirements of the Directive, the Scoping Report and the SA 

reports on the draft local development document will require an ‘environmental 

assessment’ , as required by Article 3 (1) of the SEA directive, setting out the likely 

significant effects on the environment of implementing the draft plan (and the 

reasonable alternatives that will have been considered). The SA process address 

requirements of SEA and SA simultaneously, by giving full consideration to 

environmental issues whilst also addressing the spectrum of socio-economic 

concerns.  
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Background  

2.6 The purpose of SA is to promote sustainable development through integration of 

sustainability considerations into the preparation and adoption of documents.  SA is a 

systematic process undertaken during preparation of a plan or strategy. Its role is to 

assess and report on the extent to which draft policies and proposals, including any 

alternatives under consideration, would help to achieve relevant environmental, social 

and economic objectives. In doing so, it provides an opportunity to identify adverse, as 

well as positive impacts that the plan or strategy might have on these aims and 

thereby where applicable to identify potential mitigation measures. SA is an integral 

part of the process of preparing a Local Development Document.   

2.7 The overall aims of the SA process are: 

 To ensure that all aspects of sustainable development are fully integrated into the 

Local Plan throughout its preparation and revision; 

 To consult on the SA procedure, allowing the public and stakeholders to have an 

input into the process; 

 To provide an assessment of the potential environmental, economic and social 

effects of the plan; and  

 To meet the requirements of the SEA Directive 

 2.8 The original definition of sustainable development is still accepted:  

“Development that meets the needs of the present without comprising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs”.  (The World Commission 

on Environment and Development, 1987)  

2.9 However, more recent definitions have included special inclusion/ progress and 

economic growth/ performance within definition of sustainability. In 2005 the UK 

Government published Securing the Future – UK Government sustainable 

development Strategy (DEFRA, 2005), which identifies sustainable development as 

having five key principles. These are: 

 Living within Environmental Limits 

 Ensuring a Strong, Health and Just Society 

 Achieving a Sustainable Economy 

 Promoting Good Governance 

 Using Sound Science Responsibly 

2.10 The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of 

sustainable development. The policies in paragraphs 19 to 219 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), taken as a whole, constitute the Government’s 

view of what sustainable development in England means in practice for the planning 

system to perform a number of roles: 
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 An economic role- Contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive 

economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right 

places and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and 

coordinating development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure; 

 A social role-  supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the 

supply of housing required to meet the needs of the present and future generations; 

and by creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that 

reflect the community’s needs and support its health , social and cultural well-being; 

and  

 An environmental role- contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built 

and historic environment; and as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use 

natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to 

climate change including moving to a low carbon economy. 

2.11 These roles should not be undertaken in isolation, because they are mutually 

dependent. Economic growth can secure higher social and environmental standards, 

and well-designed buildings and places can improve the lives of people and 

communities. Therefore, to achieve sustainable development, economic, social and 

environmental gains should be sought jointly and simultaneously through the planning 

system. The planning system should play an active role in guiding development to 

sustainable solutions. 

2.12 Pursuing sustainable development involves seeking positive improvements in the 

quality of the built, natural and historic environment, as well as in people’s quality of 

life, including (but not limited to): 

 Making it easier for jobs to be created in cities,  towns and villages; 

 Moving from a net loss of bio-diversity to achieving net gains for future 

 Replacing poor design with better design; 

 Improving the conditions in which people live, work and travel and take leisure; and  

 Widening the choice of high quality homes  

2.13 At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development, 

which should be seen as a golden thread running through both plan making and 

decision-taking.For Plan-making this means that: 

 Local planning authorities should positively seek  opportunities to meet development 

needs of their area; 

 Local Plans should meet objectively assessed needs, with sufficient flexibility to adapt 

to rapid change, unless: 

 Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the 

benefits, when assesses against the policies in this Framework taken as a whole; or  

 Specific policies in this Framework indicate development should be restricted.  

2.14 For decision-taking this means: 
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 Approving development proposals that accord with the development plan without 

delay; and  

 Where the development plan is absent, silent or relevant policies are out of date, 

granting permission unless: 

 Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the 

benefits, when assesses against the policies in this Framework taken as a whole; or  

 Specific policies in this Framework indicate development should be restricted. 

 

2.15 The role of the SA scoping report is to: 

 Identify environmental, social and economic objectives contained in other plans and 

programmes that are relevant to the Local Plan; 

 Assess the existing broad environmental, social  and economic characteristics of the 

Borough, and how these are changing, taking a long term view of whether, and how, 

the Borough is expected to develop over the plan period; 

 In the light of these reviews, consider key issues and problems the Local Plan should 

address in the pursuit of sustainable development; 

 Set out an appropriate framework for carrying out the remainder of the SA, including 

objectives against which draft policies and options may be assessed, and indicators 

against which progress towards meeting those objectives can be monitored in the 

future.   

Integration of other Assessments  

2.16 A number of other assessments are also carried out on the Local Plan in addition to 

SA reports. These are not part of the SA process but nevertheless cover sustainability 

issues any can be incorporated into a SA, or undertaken as a separate exercise 

 

2.17  Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) this is an assessment that is required under 

the European Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild 

Flora and Fauna (Habitats Directive) Habitats Regulation Assessment seeks to 

identify the potential of the Local Plan to impact upon Natura 2000 sites (Special 

Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation and Ramsar Sites). However this site 

of assessment cannot be integrated into the SA because it is very specialised, uses a 

different type of methodology, and is subject to different legal requirements. Therefore 

the HRA screening assessment will be carried out separately to the SA, however the 

evidence gathered for the HRA, and the results of the assessment will feed into the 

SA process and vice versa. 

 

2.18 An Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA) will be undertaken as part of the Melton SA in 

the form of an Integrated Impact Assessment. The plan must accommodate, and 

where necessary also provide, for the needs of the local community as a whole. It is 

therefore important to understand the infrastructure and development requirements of 
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different people, and ensure that the new Melton Local Plan uses appropriate 

measures to promote equality and opportunity and good relations between people, 

and prevent direct or indirect discrimination against a particular group.  

 

2.19 Until 2011, local authorities were required to undertake an Equality Impact 

Assessment (EqIA) of their key policies, services and functions to determine the likely 

effect on local communities, such as whether anyone was likely to be excluded from 

accessing services, and whether there was potential for actual direct / indirect 

discrimination. 

 

2.20  The Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) under the Equality Act 2010 requires public 

authorities like Melton Borough Council to have “due regard” to the need to eliminate 

discrimination; advance equality of opportunity; and foster good relations – when 

making decisions and setting policies. To do this, it is necessary for the council to 

understand the potential effects of its activities, both positive and negative on different 

people and to keep records and be transparent on how it reached its decision. To do 

this the council will carry out an equality impact assessment or equality analysis to 

understand this.  The term EqIA will continue to be used to describe the process, the 

Borough Councils equality objectives have been reflected in the SA framework. At 

each stage in the preparation of the new Melton Local Plan an EqIA will be integrated 

into the SA. We must include details of how each of the options will address the 

Equality Act requirements to eliminate unlawful discrimination, victimisation and 

harassment, and advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between 

people with “protected characteristics” and people who do not share them. These are 

defined in Section 4 of the Equality Act 2010 as follows: 

 Age 

 Disability 

 Gender reassignment 

 Marriage and civil partnership 

 Pregnancy and maternity; 

 Race; 

 Religion or belief; 

 Sex; and  

 Sexual orientation 

 

2.21 Each assessment type has aspects in common with the others. In the interest of 

efficiency and the desire to avoid duplication, the three assessment types have been 

integrated under the umbrella of SA and are being undertaken simultaneously over the 

preparation of the plan period. This Scoping explains how the integration can be 

achieved and includes information about the report procedure so that each 

assessment process is clearly referenced and recorded whilst being part of an 

integrated process. 
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2.22 Throughout the report, unless otherwise highlighted, SA refers to the integrated process 

incorporating all four assessment types. 

2.23    The combined approach has been prepared on the following principles: 

 SA objectives are used for appraising the proposed impacts of the proposed Local 

Plan policies on various environmental, social and economic components; 

 Baseline information will include information on the existing environmental, economic 

and social characteristics of the area affected by the Local Plan, and their likely 

evolution without implementation of new policies. It provides the basis which to assess 

the likely effects of alternative proposal in the draft plan. 

 Alternative options will be appraised using the SA framework, combined with careful 

consideration of the baseline condition. 

 Preferred Options (draft policies) will be appraised using the SA Framework combined 

with careful consideration of baseline conditions and; 

 Indicators will be devised for all SA objectives to assist in monitoring delivery of the 

plan and any negative effects thereof mitigation measures, as well as providing depth 

to the SA Framework. 

2.24   The following section will give an introduction to each component of the Melton Local 

Plan integrated assessment. 

 Section 2: Methodology 

 Section 3: Other relevant plans, policies and programmes (Task A1) 

 Section 4: The social, economic and environmental baseline information (Task A2) 

 Section 5: Key sustainability issues and problems (Task A3) 

 Section 6: The SA Framework (Task A4) 

 Section 7: Consultation (Task A5) 

 Section 8: Next steps  

 

3.0 Methodology  

3.1 This section will discuss the methodology of how the Sustainability Appraisal process will 

be incorporated into the preparation of the new Melton Local Plan. The diagram below 

shows the processes that will take place at every stage in the SA/SEA process. 
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Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the 

baseline and deciding the scope 

1. Identify other relevant policies, plans and programmes , 

and sustainability objectives 

2. Collect baseline information 

3. Identify sustainability issues and problems 

4. Develop the sustainability appraisal framework 

5. Consult the consultation bodies on the scope of the 

sustainability appraisal report 

Evidence gathering 

and engagement  

Stage B: Developing and refining alternatives and assessing effects 

1. Test the Local Plan objectives against the sustainability appraisal 

framework 

2. Develop the Local Plan options including reasonable alternatives 

3. Evaluating the likely effects of the Local Plan and alternatives 

4. Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximise beneficial 

effects 

5. Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of implementing the 

Local Plan 

Stage C: Prepare the Sustainability Report 

Stage D: Publish and consult on the sustainability appraisal Report and Local Plan 

 Consult the consultation bodies and the public on the draft Local Plan and the sustainability appraisal 

report 

 Appraise different significant changes resulting from representations 

Amend plan in light of consultation 

responses and further assessment 

(where required) 

Submit draft Local Plan for 

independent examination  

Local Plan Adopted 

Monitoring 

Monitor and report on the implementation of 

the Local Plan  

Stage E: Post adoption and reporting and 

monitoring 

1. Prepare and publish post-adoption 

statement. 

2. Monitor sustainability appraisal 

indicators of the Local Plan 
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    Context Review Stage A 

3.2  The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) states that, the scoping stage (Stage 

A) should identify the scope and level of detail of the information to be included in the 

SA report. It should set out the context, objectives and approach of assessment; 

establish the baseline; and identify relevant environmental, economic and social 

issues and objectives.  

3.3  A formal scoping report is required by law but is a useful way of presenting information 

at the scoping stage. The scoping procedure should help ensure the sustainability 

process is proportionate and relevant to the local plan being assessed. 

3.4  When deciding the scope and level of detail of the information that must be included in 

the report, the plan maker must consult the statutory consultation bodies identified by 

Regulation 4 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 

2004. Where a consultation body decides to respond, it should do so within five weeks 

of receipt of the request.  

3.5 Baseline information refers to the existing environmental, economic and social 

characteristics of the area affected by the Local Plan, and their; likely evolution without 

implementation of new policies. It provides the basis against which to assess the likely 

effects of alternative proposals in the draft plan. 

3.6 Wherever possible data should be included on historic and likely future trends, including 

a ‘business as usual’ scenario. This information will enable the potential effects of the 

implementation of the Local Plan to be assessed in the context of existing and 

potential environmental, economic and social trends. 

3.7 Table 1 below sets out how the EqIA will be integrated into stage A of the SA scoping 

report. 
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   Table 1 Integration of EqIA into the SA process (Stage A) 

SA Tasks  SEA tasks EqIA tasks  

A1: Identifying 
other relevant 
policies, plans 
and programs, 
and sustainability 
objectives. 

In addition to a comprehensive review of 
plans, programmes and policies, identify 
any local or national consultation or 
research, which have already been 
undertaken in relation to environmental, 
health or equality issues. 

A2: Collecting 
baseline 
information. 

Work with existing 
evidence base. 

Identify and 
consider the 
evidence for 
potential impacts 
on the proposals 
may have on 
health. 
Collate the 2011 
Census data. 

A3: Identifying 
sustainability 
issues and 
problems. 

Identify 
environmental 
issues and 
problems. 

Identify equality 
issues and 
problems. 

A4: Developing 
the SA 
Framework 

Ensure the SA 
Framework has 
SEA compatible 
environmental 
objectives. 

Decide on the 
parameters for 
carrying out the 
EqIA and prepare 
appropriate 
objectives as part 
of the SA 
Framework. 

A5: Consulting on 
the Scope of the 
SA. 

Consult for a minimum of five weeks 

 

Stage B 

3.8 Plan makers should assess the policies in the draft Local Plan, and the reasonable 

alternatives, to identify the likely significant effects of the available options. 

Forecasting and evaluation of the significant effects should help to develop and refine 

options for the Local Plan. Reasonable alternatives should be identified and 

considered at an early stage in the plan making process, as the assessment of these 

should inform the local planning authority in choosing its preferred option. 

3.9 Stage B should also involve considering ways of mitigating any adverse effects, 

maximising beneficial effects and ways of monitoring likely significant effects. 

3.10 The SA needs to compare the alternative options and assess these against the 

baseline environmental, economic and social characteristics of the area and likely 
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situation if the Local Plan were not to be adopted. The SA should predict and evaluate 

the effects of the preferred option and reasonable alternatives and should clearly 

identify the significant positive and negative effects of each option. 

3.11 The SA should identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects on 

environmental, economic and social factors using the evidence base.  Criteria for 

determining the likely significance of effects on the environment are set out in 

Schedule 1 to the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 

2004. 

3.12 The SA should ensure that any significant adverse effects are identified as early as 

possible and identify measures to address them. The SA must consider all reasonable 

alternatives and assess them in the same level of detail as the option the plan maker 

proposes to take forward in the Local Plan. Reasonable alternatives are the different 

realistic options considered by the plan-maker in developing policies in its draft plan. 

They must be sufficiently distinct to highlight the different sustainability implications of 

each so that meaningful comparisons can be made. The alternatives must be realistic 

and deliverable. 

3.13 The SA should outline the reasons the alternatives were selected, the reasons the 

rejected options were not taken forward and reasons for selecting the preferred option 

in light of the alternatives. It should provide conclusions on the overall sustainability of 

different options, including those selected as the preferred option in the Local Plan. 

Any assumptions used in assessing the significance of effects of the Local Plan 

should be documented. 

3.14 The development and appraisal of options should be an iterative process, with the 

options being revised to take account of the appraisal findings. This should inform the 

selection, refinement and publication of preferred options for consultation. 

3.15 The table 2 below sets out how the equalities impact assessment will be      integrated 

into stage B. 
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Table 2  

SA Tasks SEA Tasks EqIA  

B1: Testing the new 
Melton Local Plan 
objectives against the 
SA Framework 

The assessment framework produced at Stage A4 
will include all objectives (SA, SEA and EqIA) to be 
tested against the new Melton Local Plan 
objectives. 

B2: Developing the 
strategy options (Issues 
and Options)  

Using evidence from Stage A to assess the 
options as they arise. Ensure this happens 
explicitly for environmental and equality issues. 
Publish the Issues and Options SA report along 
side the Issues and Options Consultation and 
ensure integration between the two. 
 
Evaluation of effects requires careful consideration 
of what significant effects of the proposals might 
be. 

B3: Evaluating the 
effects of the plan  

B4: Considering ways of 
mitigating adverse 
effects and maximising 
beneficial effects of 
Preferred Options 

Consider the Issues and 
Options Consultation 
findings. Assess all new 
alternatives 

If relevant, develop 
specific 
recommendations for 
decision makers to 
improve the proposals, 
including 
recommendations for 
addressing inequalities.  

B5: Proposing measures 
to monitor the significant 
effects of implementing 
the Preferred Option in 
the new Melton Local 
Plan  

Propose environmental 
monitoring measures 

Propose equality 
monitoring measures 

 

Stage C 

3.16 The Local Authority at this stage must prepare a SA Report. Reports of the appraisals 

will be prepared at the key stages in the preparation of the new Melton Local Plan, 

including the Issues and Options, Preferred Options/Draft Plan and Publication version 

of the new Melton Local Plan.  

3.17 The table below sets out how the equalities impact assessment will be integrated into 

the sustainability appraisal. 
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Table 3 

SA Tasks SEA Tasks EqIA 

C1: Preparing the 
Sustainability Appraisal 
Report 

Assess all changes made on during the plan 
production since the Issues and Options 
consultation. 
 
Further engagement with decision makers to 
encourage adaptation of policies if necessary. 

 

 Stage D 

3.18 The local planning authority must consult the consultation bodies and other parties 

who, in its opinion, are affected or likely to be affected by, or have an interest in, the 

decisions involved in the assessment and adoption or making of the plan.  

3.19 The local planning authority may also want to consult those they are inviting 

representations from, as part of the development of the local plan itself. The SA, 

including the non- technical summary, must be published alongside the draft Local 

Plan for a minimum of six weeks. 

3.20 The table below sets out the integration of the equalities impact assessment into the 

sustainability appraisal. 

 

Table 4 

SA Tasks SEA Tasks EqIA 

D1: Public participation on 
the preferred options to 
the new Melton Local plan 
and the SA report. 

Six – twelve week consultation period for Preferred 
Option. Revisit monitoring schedule whilst consultation 
takes place.  

D2: Assessing Significant 
Changes  

Incorporate and evaluate any changes made following 
the SA report consultation. 

D3: Making decisions and 
providing information. 

Provide information on the assessment process and 
results of consultation, and how they have affected the 
plan. Confirm which mitigation measures are to be 
adopted and why. 
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 Stage E 

3.21 Local Planning Authorities should monitor the significant environmental effects of 

implementing the Local Plan as required by Regulation 17 of the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. This will enable local 

planning authorities to identify unforeseen adverse effects at an early stage and to 

enable appropriate remedial actions. 

3.22 Details of monitoring arrangements will be included in the SA, the post adoption 

statement and within the monitoring framework within the Local Plan itself. The 

monitoring results should be reported in the local planning authorities monitoring 

report. 

3.23 The table below sets out how stage E of the sustainability appraisal will integrate the 

equalities impact assessment. 

Table 5 

SA Tasks  SEA Tasks  EqIA 

E1:Finalising aims and 
methods for monitoring  

Revisit the monitoring work to ensure all issues are 
covered appropriately  

E2: Responding the 
adverse effects 

Monitor and evaluate to 
check recommendations 
were adopted and whether 
predicted effects have 
taken place. 

Monitor and evaluate to 
check recommendations 
were adopted and whether 
a positive impact on 
equalities was achieved. 
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3.24 The Scoping report will concentrate only on Stage A the table below sets out the key 

stage within SA stage A. 

Table 6 

Stage A Setting the 
context and  
objectives, 
establishing the 
baseline and 
deciding on the 
scope 

A1 
 
 
 
A2 

Identifying other relevant 
policies, plans and 
programmes, and sustainability 
objectives  
 
Collecting baseline information 

A3 Identifying sustainability issues 
and problems 

A4 Developing the SA framework 

A5 Consulting on the scope of the 
SA 

Stage B Developing and 
refining options 
and assessing  
effects  

B1 Testing the DPD objectives 
against the SA framework 

B2 Developing the DPD options  

B3 Predicting the effects of the DPD 

B4 Evaluating the effects of the DPD 

B5 Considering ways of mitigating 
adverse effects and  
maximising beneficial effects 

B6 Proposing measures to monitor 
the significant effects  
of implementing the DPDs 

Stage C Preparing the SA 
report 

C1 Preparing the SA report 

Stage D Consultation on the 
DPD and SA report  

D1 Public participation on the 
preferred options of the DPD and 
the SA report  

D2 
(i) 

Appraising significant changes  

D2 
(ii) 

Appraising significant changes 
resulting from representations 

D3 Making decisions and providing 
information  

Stage E Monitoring the 
significant  effects 
of implementing  
the DPD 

E1 Finalising aims and methods for 
monitoring  

E2 Responding to adverse effects 
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 A1 Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes (PPP) 

3.25 This involves extensive research of data sources and working closely with partners to 

cover key sustainability issues. The PPP are presented within Appendix A by topic 

covering international, national, regional and local PPP. 

 A2 Baseline Information  

3.26 Baseline information has been collated through extensive research and partnership 

working with key partners. All the data is the most up to date available and has been 

referenced. Where possible trend data and national and regional comparators have 

been used to assist interpretation of the data. Baseline information has been collated 

in relation to equality and health issues as well as sustainability information.  

 A3 Key issues and opportunities  

3.27 The baseline data and PPP review have been used to identify the key issues and 

problems within the Borough. 

 A4 SA Objectives 

3.28 SA objectives have been developed to reflect an appropriate Appraisal Framework for 

the new Melton Local Plan. The draft objectives will be tested against each other to 

ensure compatibility. They will be used to provide a basis for assessment in stage B. 

The Equality objectives have been incorporated into the objectives. 

 A5 Consulting on the Scope of the SA 

3.29 Consultation on the Scope must last for a minimum of 5 weeks. Statutory consultees 

and relevant stakeholders will be included within the consultation. The information 

sought from the proposed methodology and baseline information collated.  
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4.0 Stage A1 Review of Plans, Policies and Programmes (PPP) 

 

4.1  A plan or programme can be influenced in various ways by other plans or programmes, 

or by external environmental protection objectives such as those laid down by policies 

or legislation.  

4.2    Some issues may already be dealt with in other plans and programmes, and need not 

be addressed further within the new Melton Local Plan. Where there are significant 

tensions or inconsistencies it may be helpful to consider principles or precedence 

between levels or types of plan or programme; the relative timing of the plans or 

programmes concerned; the degree to which the plans, programmes and objectives 

accord with current policy or legal requirements; and the extent of any environmental 

assessments which have already been conducted. 

 International Documents 

4.3   The new Melton Local Plan is a Local Development Plan Document; however various 

international policies are of relevance, which include European Directives, Treaties 

and Conventions. 

 National Documents 

4.4 National documents such as the NPPF, and NPPG contains objectives and policies 

which influence the new Melton Local Plan. 

 Regional Documents 

4.5 Regional documents for the East Midlands may include useful sources of policy 

direction concerning a wide range of sustainability issues. 

 County Documents  

4.6 County documents for Leicestershire include useful sources of policy direction 

concerning a wide range of sustainability issues. 

 Local Documents  

4.7    Local documents for the Borough of Melton include useful sources of policy direction 

concerning a range of sustainability issues. Two of the key documents that provide a 

clear policy steer are the Melton Sustainable Community Strategy and the Economic 

Development Strategy for the Borough. 
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5.0 Stage A2 Baseline Information  

5.1  The collection of baseline information is a key component of the SA process and a 

legal requirement under the SEA Directive. Baseline information helps to provide a 

basis for predicting and monitoring effects and assembling baseline helps to identify 

sustainability problems. 

5.2   When collating baseline data, the aim is to assemble sufficient data on the current and 

likely future state of the area to enable the Local Plans effects to be adequately 

predicted. A key aim is to ensure that, where possible, each SA objectives will be 

underwritten with comprehensive and up to date baseline information. Baseline 

information also provides the basis for monitoring effects and helps to identify 

sustainability problems and alternative ways of dealing with them. 

5.3  Information is collected using indicators. Examples of indicators include the percentage 

of people in an area describing their health as not good or the number of unfit 

dwellings within the Borough. 

5.4 If indicators are monitored over time, the resulting data can reveal trends in 

performance (i.e. if something is getting better or worse).  Indicator performance can 

also be gauged in relation to wider geographical areas if comparable data is available. 

Indicator performance can also be assessed in relation to targets where these exist. 

5.5   Indicator data can be very useful for identifying the sustainability problems in an area 

to which the local plan may need to respond. For example, if an indicator for 

affordable housing shows that such dwellings are not coming forward fast enough to 

meet demand, the local plan could include an appropriate policy response. Trend data 

is also useful for identifying the implications of the business as usual option i.e. what 

would happen if no additional action were taken in relation to the indicator- would its 

performance get better or worse? 

5.6  For each indicator selected, sufficient data should be collected to answer a series of 

questions including: 

 How good or bad is the current situation? 

 Do trends show that it is getting better or worse? 

 How far is the current situation from any established thresholds or targets 

5.7  It should be noted that in order to gauge Melton’s performance in relation to each 

indicator, there must be a comparator against which current data for Melton can be 

benchmarked. This comparator can take the form of: 

 Past data from the same indicator- showing the extent of change in Melton over time; 

 Data for a wider geographical area- showing how Melton’s performance compares 

with that of the wider Leicestershire area, the East Midlands region and the UK; and 

 An agreed target – showing how well Melton is performing in relation to a certain goal. 
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5.8   Predicting future trends is fraught with difficulty. These will depend on a wide range of 

factors including the global and national economic climate and decisions made at the 

national, regional and county level.  

 

    Demographics  

5.9    Melton Borough is an attractive rural area in the north-east part of Leicestershire and 

at the heart of the East Midlands.  
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Figure 2 
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5.10 The main activities of the Borough are centred on the single market town of Melton 

Mowbray which has a population of about 50,376 (Table 7, 2011 Census), which has 

risen from 47,866 (2001, Census).There are some 70 small villages within the 

surrounding rural area. 

   Table 7 

  Melton 
East 
Midlands England 

All Usual Residents 50376 4533222 53012456 

Males 24718 2234493 26069148 

Females 25658 2298729 26943308 

        Source ONS2011 

5.11 The Borough covers 48,138 hectares, as a  rural borough, the population density is 

low at 1.0 person per hectare compared to the region (2.9 per hectare) and the rest of 

the country (3.77 per hectare). The population is split approximately 50/50 between 

the main town of Melton Mowbray and the rural villages.  

5.12 There are four ‘larger’ villages Asfordby, Bottesford, Long Clawson and Waltham on 

the Wolds, which all have good access to a reasonable range of services, including 

schools and health services. 
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Figure 3 
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5.13 The population demographics for Melton indicate that whilst the Borough has an 

ageing population with a high percentage of the population in their 40’s, there are an 

average number of young families living in the Borough compared to rest of the 

country. However there are a low number of people between aged 15-44 living within 

the Borough compared to Leicestershire and the rest of the country. This suggests 

that people are migrating out of the Borough for higher education opportunities and 

employment. 

5.14 The majority of the Borough’s residents are white British and of Christian belief. There 

is a small Indian and Chinese population living within the Borough. 

 

          Table 8 

  Melton 
East 
Midlands England 

All Usual Residents 50376 4533222 53012456 

Christian 34239 2666172 31479876 

Buddhist 110 12672 238626 

Hindu 211 89723 806199 

Jewish 11 4254 261282 

Muslim 41 140649 2660116 

Sikh 46 44335 420196 

Other Religion 171 17918 227825 

No Religion 12269 1248056 13114232 

Religion Not Stated 3278 309443 3804104 
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Figure 4 

 

 

Transport  

5.15 The Borough is crossed by the A606 Nottingham to Oakham road and the A607 

Leicester to Grantham road. The A52 Nottingham to Grantham road runs through the 

Borough at the north edge. The M1 Motorway is about 25 minutes’ drive time to the 

west of Melton Mowbray, the A1 Trunk road is about 30 minutes’ drive time to the 

east, and Nottingham East Midlands Airport is about 30 minutes’ drive time to the 

north west. Melton Mowbray station is on the Birmingham to Stansted Airport railway 

line. Bottesford station is on the Nottingham to Skegness line. 
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5.16 About 20 buses an hour pass through Melton Mowbray town Centre; just over half of 

these buses travel to outlying cities or towns, passing through many of the villages, 

there are areas of the Borough which do not have a frequent bus timetable. Access to 

bus services is an issue for many members of the Borough’s population. 

5.17 As can be seen from the table below the majority of new housing completions between 

2006 and 2013 have been built in sustainable locations  with access to a primary 

school, secondary school, health services, pharmacy and a general store  within half 

an hour using public transport. 

   Table 9  

Location 
of new 

dwellings 
06/07 07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 

Within 
half an 
hour 
public 
transport 
time of 
all six 
services 

172 
(86.00%) 

189 
(79.74%) 

245 
(83.05%) 

225 
(94.9%) 

147 
(94%) 

 
148 

(94.2%) 

 
60 

(94%) 

More 
than half 
an hour 
public 
transport 
time of 
all six 
services 

27 
(14.00%) 

48 
(20.26%) 

50 
(16.95%) 

12 
(5.1%) 

10 
(6%) 

9 
(5.7%) 

4 
(6%) 

 Source Melton Borough Council AMR 2013 

Housing  

5.18 The 2011 Census estimates that there are 21,490 households within Borough, 8734 of 

these dwellings are detached with 7,743 semi-detached, 3,341 terraced and 3,092 

flats and marionettes. Out of this total stock 8.5% is owned by the local authority with 

only 2.6% being rented by an RSL, this shows a lower than average trend for RSL 

owned properties than for the East Midlands and the rest of the country. The private 

housing stock accounts for 88% of the housing which is higher than average for the 

East Midlands region and the rest of the country. 

5.19 The average house price in the Borough is £150, 000 which is higher than the regional 

average at £135,000 but lower than the national average of £170,000. In recent years 

the Borough Council has seen a significant reduction in the delivery of affordable 

housing from 46 dwellings in 2010/2011 to 7 in 2012/13.The Borough has a higher 
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than average percentage of homes that are unfit at 7.9% compared to the regional 

and national average of 4% of unfit properties. 

5.20 The barriers to housing domain as part of the multiple index of deprivation measures 

the physical and financial accessibility of housing and key local services. The 

indicators fall into two sub domains ‘ geographical barriers’  which relate to the 

physical proximity to local services and ‘wider barriers’ which includes issues relating 

to access to housing such as affordability . As can be seen from the figure 5 a large 

proportion of the Borough falls into geographical housing deprivation, this is a result of 

the rural areas having access to services. Figure 6 highlights pockets of deprivation 

around Melton Mowbray in relation to the affordability of housing.  
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Figure 5 
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Figure 6 
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Health  

5.21 Nationally there have been major improvements in public health over the course of the 

last century, with big increases in life expectancy. Health and well-being of the local 

population is an important factor in influencing social and economic factors such as 

deprivation and economic activity. Life expectancy for both males and female 

residents of Melton is higher than the regional and national average.  Within Melton 

there are inequalities within life expectancy across the Borough. Males living in the 

most deprived areas of the Borough can expect to live almost live four years less and 

females one year less. 

   Table 10 

  Melton 
East 
Midlands England 

Life Expectancy at Birth; 
Males 80.3 78.1 78.3 

Life Expectancy at Birth; 
Females 83.1 82.1 82.3 

   Source ONS 2011 

5.22 At 24.39% the proportion of the population that are obese in Melton is estimated to be 

average. Only 16.6% of the population smoke which is to be considered to be very low 

compared to Leicestershire (19.88%) and National figure of (20.7%). As can be seen 

from the table 11 below the majority (23,349) of residents class their health as very 

good, with 391 residents classing their health as very bad. 

 

   Table 11 

  Melton 
East 
Midlands England 

All Usual Residents 50376 4533222 53012456 

Very Good Health 24349 2053334 25005712 

Good Health 17892 1593206 18141457 

Fair Health 6295 634414 6954092 

Bad Health 1449 196010 2250446 

Very Bad Health 391 56258 660749 

    Source ONS 2011 

 

5.23 The Borough is served by, 10 GP surgeries with all of the sustainable villages having 

access to both a GP’s surgery and a pharmacy. There are 5 dentists mainly 

concentrated around the main settlement of Melton Mowbray. The hospital at Melton 

Mowbray is a maternity hospital as well as having one ward which provides general 

rehabilitation and palliative and end of life care. 
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5.24 On the indices of deprivation Melton is ranked 275 out of 354 districts; putting it in the 

40% least deprived districts nationally. While this means that the Borough scores 

favorably at a national level, figure 7 below highlights that there are smaller pockets of 

deprivation that exist. There are currently 1,030 children living in poverty within the 

Borough. 

Figure 7 
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Recreation  

5.25 The Draft Melton Borough Council Open Space Assessment Report 2014 reviews the 

existing provision within the Borough. In total there are seven sites classed as publicly 

accessible parks and gardens in Melton, totalling over  96 hectares. There are no 

parks and gardens in the North of the Borough, specifically Bottesford and the area is 

not served by provision elsewhere in the Borough. Although there are other types of 

formal provision, such as allotments and cemeteries servicing the area, these do not 

meet the needs of the park provision.  Much of the east of the Borough is also not 

served by parks provision; however this, area has a low population density. 

5.26 There are 13 sites classified as natural or semi- natural green spaces in Melton 

totalling almost 50 hectares. There is generally a good distribution of natural and semi 

natural sites across the Borough; however there are residents in Melton and Asfordby 

without access to provision based on a 10 minute walk. There are also no designated 

local nature reserves, although a number of sites do have nature reserve status. 

5.27 Open spaces in the more urban areas of the Borough tend to be well linked by green 

corridors particularly in Melton. Its Heritage Trail takes in the town centre parks and 

gardens. 

5.28 There are 85 sites classified as amenity green space totalling 39 hectares these 

spaces offer opportunities for informal activities close to home or work or 

enhancement of the appearance of residential or other areas. In relation to formal play 

there are 47 sites with provision for children and young people totalling 6.75 hectares, 

there has been a decrease in 3 play areas since 2010. There is currently a good 

distribution of provision for children and young people across the Borough. The 

majority of the provision is located in Melton and Asfordby both in terms of number of 

sites and hectares per 1,000 people. 

5.29 Other areas of green space provision within the district included 35 allotments which 

are all currently at capacity and 65 cemeteries and church yards covering 26.77 

hectares. 
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Figure 8 
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5.30 The Borough’s residents have access to a number of leisure facilities and cultural 

activities including a leisure Centre, golf course, theatre and cinema within Melton 

Mowbray.  

 Crime 

5.31 Crime significantly harms communities creating a culture of fear and damaging the 

lives of some of our most vulnerable groups in society including young people, ethnic 

minorities and the elderly, often leading to social exclusion. The factors that contribute 

towards social exclusion are also the factors that are associated in the development of 

crime and include poor educational attainment, unemployment, low income, poor 

housing, and poor access to services, family breakdown and drug and alcohol misuse. 

Nationally, there have been reductions in crime over recent years, Melton is ranked 

266 out of 376 districts, indicating that the levels of crime that are in the lowest 40% of 

districts nationally. Since 2008 the crime trend for Melton is a downward one. Crime 

levels in April 2011 show that overall crime is down some 23.75% since 2008/09 with 

672 less victims of crime. As can be seen from figure 9 below the borough 

experiences pockets of crime. 
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Figure 9 
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Community Facilities 

5.32 There is one leisure centre within the Borough at Melton Mowbray; there are two 

libraries at Melton Mowbray and Bottesford. Within the rural areas of the Borough, the 

village and parish halls make a valuable contribution to the local residents, where they 

host facilities for sports and leisure groups and accommodate further activities for the 

local population, the distribution of these facilities are highlighted in figure 10 below. 
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Figure 10 
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Natural Environment 

 Agricultural Land  

5.33 Arable land accounts for about half of the area and, because the soils are mainly 

heavy textured with impeded drainage, is used for growing principally autumn –sown 

crops like oilseed rape and winter wheat.  The majority of the rest of the land is used 

for grazing cattle, sheep and, close to the urban fringe, horses.  Some of the 

grassland is old and has retained substantial ‘ridge and furrow’ topography. 

5.34 The hills around the town are formed in Jurassic materials, mainly clay shales and 

limestones in the Lias Formations.  These outcrop locally in some valley sides, but the 

principal soil forming material is Pleistocene chalky till (chalky boulder clay) which 

mantles the upper slopes of most of the area.  At lower levels as in the River Eye 

Valley there are areas of river alluvium, and some associated loamy terrace material. 

Most of the land close to the town is underlain by clayey parent material that is slowly 

permeable, so that the soils are subject to winter waterlogging.  Hence most of the 

land (95%) is of grade 3 quality. 

Historic Environment  

5.35 Historic evolution of the Melton Borough landscape, before neolithic times the 

landscape of this area was largely wooded. Gradually during Neolithic times the 

landscape of this area was largely wooded. Gradually neolithic farmers began to clear 

woods and it is believed that during the Neolithic and bronze age periods significant 

felling occurred, so that by 1000BC much of the original woodland cover had been 

cleared. Between the end of the Roman period and Norman Conquest, Anglo-Saxons 

and Danes colonized the area, and this led to a change in the pattern of settlement 

from of dispersed farmstead to one of villages surrounded by collective open farming 

systems. By Domesday, most of the village and hamlets were in existence and today, 

the widespread existence of ridge and furrow is an indication of just how much land 

was ploughed and cultivated during the medieval period. 

5.36 From the late century onwards landowners enclosed land by planting hedges to form 

more manageable fields for sheep and cattle pasture, sometimes leading to the loss of 

villages. 

5.37 The past 50 years has seen equally radical change with farmers switching from 

pastoral to arable farming and with field drained and hedgerows removed to create 

larger fields. In more recent years this decline in the character of the agricultural 

landscape has reversed and agricultural environment schemes and improved 

environmental knowledge has ensured a more diverse landscape. However, the fringe 

landscapes around town are now under increasing pressure to absorb a variety of 

development needs and landscape quality in these areas threatened.  
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Landscape  

 

5.38 There are four national Joint Character Areas which cover the Borough, and these are: 

 JCA 48- Trent and Belvoir Vales 

 JCA74- Leicestershire and Nottingham Wolds  

 JCA-75- Kesteven Uplands 

 JCA-93-High Leicestershire  

 5.39 The landscape is typically rolling hills and valleys. The most prominent feature is the 

escarpments defining the southern edge of the Vale of Belvoir. The landscape of the 

Borough is rich in rural culture and closely associated with agricultural products.  

5.40 Melton Mowbray is situated in the Centre of the Borough and is a large well contained 

market town on rising ground above the Wreake Valley. The numerous small villages 

within the Borough retain many of their historical features and are built in the local 

ironstone and sandstone and most are centered on a church or prominent spire. 

5.41 The landform of the Borough is generally indistinct lowland ridge and valley, although 

the Vale of Belvoir, its escarpment and the High Leicestershire Hills in the south are 

more pronounced. The ridge and valleys predominately run along a southwest to 

northwest axis. Gently sloped river valleys are also characteristic features of the 

landscape, notably the Wreake, Eye and Gaddesby (figure 11). The main waterway is 

the Grantham Canal. 
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Figure 11 
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 Air Quality  

5.42 There are no Air Quality Management Areas in Melton. This is due to the relatively low 

population density and subsequent low concentrations of development.  

Flooding 

5.43 Melton Borough has a long history of flood events; fluvial flooding is not the only 

mechanism of flooding.  Secondary sources include runoff from hillsides, groundwater 

flooding, flooding from sewers and drains and blockages to artificial drainage systems; 

comprise a significant flood risk in areas of the Borough. 

 Grantham Canal: There have been instances where the capacities of the culverts 

under Grantham Canal have been insufficient to convey runoff from significant rainfall 

events, causing floodwaters to back up. 

  Drainage Structures: Ditches, culverts and other drainage structures appear to be 

common sources of flooding in the catchment, either due to blockages or insufficient 

capacity which has been potentially worsened by development in the catchment. At 

Holmfield in Hoby, several bridges cause constrictions between Thrussington Lane 

and Brooksby road elevating flood levels.; 

 Overland Flow: surface rainfall runoff from hillsides above settlements has been 

problematic and common, exacerbated by the impervious clay geology of large areas 

of the Borough. 

 The watercourses throughout the Borough pose a potential flood risk to both existing 

and future development, particularly near the extensive flood plains of the larger, lower 

gradient rivers  (Eye/ Wreake and devon), which rivers naturally occupy during high 

flow. 

 Groundwater: Egression of groundwater through fissures in the hillside at Frisby on 

the Wreake has been known to generate overland flow and cause inundation of 

property; 

  Sewage: Flooding by sewage has been observed in Great Dalby and Harby. 

5.44 The most up to date flood risk map 9 (figure 12) for the Borough can be seen below, 

approximately 2,000 postcodes are within a flood risk area. Flood zones 2 and 3 cover 

approximately 60 ha of the borough. 
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Figure 12 

 

Source: EA Flood Maps March 2014 
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Energy 

5.45 The 2008 Climate Change Act established the world’s first legally binding climate 

change target. The Government aim to reduce the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions by 

at least 80% (from the 1990 baseline) by 2050. Emissions of Carbon Dioxide are one 

of the contributors to the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. The 

Coalition Government Carbon Plan 2011 proposes three main areas where reductions 

in emissions must come from: 

 In the way we generate electricity  

 In the way we heat our homes and businesses; and  

 In the way we travel 

5.46 Almost half of the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions are from energy used to generate 

heat. Much of our building stock is still poorly insulated and inefficient. The homes and 

buildings being built now must be as energy efficient as possible. Transport is a major 

contributor to the UK’s economy demand and greenhouse gas emissions. Table 12  

below shows the sources of CO2 emissions in Melton, as can be seen the carbon 

emissions in Melton are slowly starting to decrease. 

 

Table 12 CO2 emissions  
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DECC 2014  

5.47 The Government aim is legally committed to meeting 15% of the UKs energy demand 

from renewable sources by 2020. To date preferred renewable technology within the 

Borough has been wind turbines. The table below sets out the number of extant 
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planning permissions and the amount of renewable energy they will generate once 

installed. 

Table 12  

 
2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 Type 

  

  

Extant 
Permis
sions 

Install
ed 

Extant 
Permis
sions 

Install
ed 

Extant 
Permis
sions 
 
Not 
installe
d 

Install
ed 

Extant 
Permis
sions 
Not 
installe
d 

Install
ed 

Extan
t 
Permi
ssion
s Not 
install
ed 

Install
ed 

Not 
Installe
d 

Not 
Installe
d 

Bioma
ss 

0 0 0 0 Heat* 0 0 0 
0 0 

Wind 
10.5 11 23.5 49 66 8 .5 14034 113 

1887
00 

278 

Hydro 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Solar 1 0 0 0 0 0 50 2600 0 0 

Total 
11.5 11 23.5 49 66 8.5 14084 105 

1887
00 

278 

Source: Melton Borough Council AMR 2013 

5.48 Figure 13 below sets out the operational and permitted wind turbines within the 

Borough. 
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Figure 13 
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5.49 A household is said to be in fuel poverty if it needs to spend more than 10 per cent of 

its income on fuel to maintain an adequate standard of warmth. This is usually defined 

as 21 degrees for the main living room and 18 degrees for other occupied rooms. 

5.50 As can be seen from table 13 below the percentage of households living in fuel poverty 

is slightly higher than that for the Leicestershire but lower than the regional average. 

Table 13 

Area All Households Fuel Poor 
Households 

Percent Fuel Poor 

Melton  20,749 3683 17.7% 

Leicestershire  391,736 67,936 17.3% 

East Midlands 1,910,616 350,626 18.4% 

Source: DECC 2011  

 

5.51 Proportionally more households in rural areas are in fuel poverty than the national 

average. In 2010, around 18% of households in rural areas were in fuel poverty 

compared to 16% of those in urban areas. The proportion of people with an income 

below the poverty threshold is lower in rural areas than urban areas, but the proportion 

of people living in fuel poverty in rural areas is higher than those living in urban areas. 

This is due to a higher proportion of households in rural areas , not connected to the 

mains gas grid , and hence are dependent on other fuels (such as heating oils and 

solid fuels) , which are potentially more costly.  Figure 14 below highlights that 

households to the east of the Borough are far more likely to be living in fuel poverty, 

than the rest of the Borough.  
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Figure 14 
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Employment  

5.52 Melton Mowbray is the main service and employment centre. The economy has 

traditionally focused on farming and associated products. Over the last fifty years it 

has developed into a growing manufacturing and service economy with an 

international reputation for local food product such as Stilton Cheese and Melton 

Mowbray Pork Pie. Melton has relatively high levels of manufacturing employment 

(24.4% of all jobs compared to 13.8% in the East Midlands and 8.7% nationally). Food 

and drink manufacturing now makes up 54% of all manufacturing jobs in Melton and 

the Borough as 25% of all food and drink manufacturing employment in the sub-region 

(Leicester and Leicestershire Economic Assessment 2010). 

5.53 Jobs in the service industry in Melton are low compared to the regional and national 

average.  Employment in knowledge based industries is a key measure to economic 

competitiveness which can influence current and future prosperity. Melton is ranked 

361 out of 408 districts nationally indicating that the knowledge economy performs in 

the bottom 20% of districts nationally. The Pera Innovation Centre is located in Melton 

Mowbray. It is leading innovation and business support organisation. 

5.54 The number of people in employment is higher than the average for both the region 

and the rest of the country. Jobs in Melton are the lowest paid in the county and lower 

than the regional and national averages at £432.00 per week. However people, who 

live in Melton earn similar to those who work elsewhere in Leicestershire. The majority 

(63%) of people employed within Melton also reside within the Borough. 

5.55   As can be seen within figure 15 when using the employment deprivation domain that 

is used to calculate the indices of multiple deprivation. The majority of the Borough is 

not employment deprived, however there still can be seen some smaller pockets of 

employment deprivation. 

5.56 Employment deprivation is calculated using a combined count of employment deprived 

individuals per LSOA is calculated by summing the following indicators: 

 Job seekers allowance claimants averaged over 4 quarters 

 Incapacity benefit claimants averaged over 4 quarters 

 Severe disability  allowance claimants averaged over 4 quarters 

 Employment support allowance averaged over 4 quarters 

 Participation in new deal 18-24 averaged over 4 quarters 

 Participation in new deal 25+ averaged over 4 quarters 

 Participation in New Deal Lone Parents averaged over 4 quarters 
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Figure 15 
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Retail 

5.57 As a sub-regional centre, the town of Melton Mowbray provides a range of comparison 

goods and smaller range of convenience goods and services. The town is a provider 

of important local services to settlements surrounding it. Melton Mowbray provides 

services such as banks, solicitors and estate agents. The town includes a high 

proportion of independent retailers, which make it a distinctive place to shop. A 

particular strength is its range of independent food shops, which is important for its 

role as the Rural Capital of Food. In terms of vacancies, the centre has below average 

number of vacant units although the proportion of vacant floor space is marginally 

above average; this is seen as a relatively positive indicator particularly following the 

recent recession. 

5.58 Melton has a small range of retail warehousing located on the periphery of the town 

centre, on the corner of Park Road and Scalford Road. The town is served by three 

supermarkets, Tesco on Thorpe Road, Sainsbury on Nottingham Road and Morrisons, 

Thorpe End. 

5.59 Asfordby Village centre comprises a small precinct of retail units located on Bradgate 

Lane, the services are mainly food and drink orientated and includes two public 

houses, two takeaways and an Indian restaurant. 

5.60 Bottesford Village centre comprises several small shops located on Queen Street, 

High Street and Market Street. The village centre offers a good range of local 

convenience shops, services on offer are predominately food and drink including three 

public houses, a restaurant, a cafe, and two takeaways. There are also two hair 

salons. 

Education 

5.61 It has been highlighted that there needs to a closer relationship between local 

education and skills agencies and the business community. There is a higher than 

average number of people employed in higher managerial roles than the rest of the 

region or the UK.  There are a higher percentage of people with a level four 

qualifications or equivalent compared to the rest of the region. However there are a 

higher number of people with no qualifications or with a qualification level one or 

equivalent than the rest of the region and the country, highlighting the skills gap 

between the local population and employment opportunities.  

5.62 Housing growth will generate a demand for education provision for both primary and 

secondary levels. A number of the villages are served by primary schools; there are 

currently 14 academies across the Borough of Melton, due to the changes in the 

education system; we can no longer gain access to data of how many pupils are 

currently on the school roll. 72%of pupils within the Borough achieved 5 or more 

GCSEs grades A*- C (DfE, 2012). 
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5.63 Figure 16 below sets out the level of training and skills deprivation within the Borough. 

This is measured in terms of education, skills and training in an area. The indicators 

used concentrate on children and young people and adult skills. The indicators are 

designed to reflect ‘flow’ and ‘stock’ of educations disadvantage within an area 

respectively. As can be seen from figure 17 below there are higher proportion of 

people living in skills and training deprivation within Melton Mowbray and Asfordby. 
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Figure 16 
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Heritage  

5.64 The UNESCO World Heritage Convention (1972) defines the scope of “cultural 

heritage” as follows:  

• Monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, 

elements or structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and 

combinations of features, which are of outstanding universal value from the point of 

view of history, art or science;  

• Groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of 

their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of outstanding 

universal value from the point of view of history, art or science;  

• Sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and man, and areas including 

archaeological sites, which are of outstanding universal value from the historical, 

aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological point of view.  

 Preserving the cultural and historic environment benefits communities in more than 

one way:  

• It provides an essential educational resource for the understanding of the past 

and its legacy;  

• It contributes to the national and local economy as it promotes tourism and 

provides jobs;  

• It provides people with a sense of belonging to a unique and special place – a 

sense of identity.  

5.65 A wide definition of the historic environment is therefore needed and should include 

not only areas and buildings with statutory protection, but also areas which are locally 

distinctive, valued and important. The historic environment is more than a cultural or 

environmental asset; it is an important driver for economic regeneration, helps build 

social cohesion and provide a better quality of life for all. 

5.66 The Borough has 703 listed Buildings in which 9 are on the buildings at risk register, 

34 scheduled monuments and 44 conservation areas with management plans. There 

is a devised heritage trail through Melton Mowbray which is a key tourist attraction. 
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Figure 17 
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Natural Habitats 

5.67 Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth at all levels, from genes to worldwide 

populations of the same species; from communities of species sharing the same small 

area of habitat to worldwide ecosystems.  

Biodiversity has many attributes:  

• It is a vital, integral part of the planet's life support system;  

• It is the basis for evolution and adaptation to a rapidly changing environment;  

• It is a key component of a functioning environment for future generations;  

• It is essential to maintain clean water, fertile soil and clean air, thereby 

providing the basis for existence and indirect economic benefits;  

• Can be managed and used for economic benefit, for instance to produce 

crops, medicines, building materials, fuel and tools;  

• Has economic and social values e.g. in leisure and recreation or tourism, and 

educational, aesthetic and spiritual value, and so enriches our quality of life;  

• Determines the distinctive character or ‘feel’ to an area, be it a chalk down 

land, estuary, woodland or moor; and  

• People value the existence of biodiversity and want it conserved.  

5.68 The main threats to both local and global biodiversity are associated with human 

activities causing habitat loss/ damage, loss of biodiversity, loss of protected species, 

disturbance to and pollution of ecosystems, risk to unprotected habitats. Many 

species-populations are being reduced and fragmented below viable sizes. 

Conserving biodiversity is a global, long-term challenge and requires global, long-term 

solutions that start at the local level.  

5.69 There are a number of places within the Borough that are very important for wildlife. 

They include meadows, woodlands, rivers, ponds and hedgerows. There are two 

National Nature Reserves in the Borough. Muston Meadows is an important wetland 

site with large areas of natural reed bed and neutral grassland. Cribs Meadow, on the 

border with Lincolnshire supports wild flowers once typical of chalk clay pastures in 

Leicestershire. There are also 14 sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) that include 

stretches of the River Eye and Grantham Canal, Harby Hill Wood and King Luds 

Entrenchment. Table 14 and Figure 18 shows the condition of a number of the SSSI’s 

within the Borough.  
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Table 14 

SSSI 

% 
Area 
meeti
ng 
PSA 
target  

%Area 
favoura
ble 

%Area 
unfavour
able 

%Area 
unfavour
able no 
change 

%Area 
unfavour
able 
declining 

% Area 
destroyed/
part 
destroyed 

Melton  
      

Holwell Mouth 
100.0

0% 77.23% 22.77% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Croxton Park 
100.0

0% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Frisby Marsh 0.00% 
100.00

% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Grantham 
Canal 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Harby Hill 
Wood  

100.0
0% 67.13% 32.80% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Sproxton 
Quarry 

100.0
0% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Stonesby 
Quarry 

100.0
0% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Wymondham 
Rough 

100.0
0% 87.88% 12.12% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

King Luds 
entrenchment 
and drift              

Muson 
Meadow              

East Midlands 
98.45
% 47.2% 51.28% 1.03% 0.51% 0.02% 

National  
96.17
% 37.54% 1.61% 2.18% 58.63% 0.03% 

Source: Natural England April 2014 
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Figure 18 
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Tourism 

5.70 Tourism and leisure is one of the most important sectors to the rural economy. Local 

tourist attractions range from major attractions and events such as Belvoir Castle, 

Twin Lakes and the East Midlands Food and Drink Festival to small tea rooms. 

Waste  

5.71 The Environmental Protection Act 1990 identified waste as any substance that 

constitutes a scrap material, an effluent or other unwanted surplus. This definition was 

amended by the Waste Management Licensing Regulations 1994 to define waste as 

'any substance or object that the producer or the person in possession of it, discards 

or intends or is required to discard'.  

5.72 Controlled wastes are subject to regulation since the 1990 Act and include industrial, 

commercial or household wastes. Some of these wastes are defined as hazardous 

and are those that have irritant, toxic, harmful, carcinogenic or corrosive properties. 

These must be handled and treated in specific ways. Non-controlled wastes, from 

agriculture, mines and quarries, are subject to their own regulations.  

 

5.73 The Borough produces a total of 8,384 tonnes of municipal waste per year a 

breakdown of the waste produced is set out in table 15 below. 

Table 15 

Waste  Percentage / Tonnes  

All Household Waste Recycled  47.7% 

Waste -dry household waste 
recycled (%): 

28.67% 

Waste - green household waste 
recycled 

18.45% 

Waste-household waste incinerated 
(%) 

0% 

Waste- household waste 
landfilled(%) 

52.86% 

Waste municipal waste landfilled 
(%) 

50.83% 

Waste- municipal waste used to 
recover energy/heat (tonnes 

0% 

Waste -residual household waste 
per household (%): 

52.86% or 429 tonnes  

Waste - total municipal waste 
(tonnes) 

18,834.01 
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Data Gaps  

 Water Abstraction for the Borough 

 Average weekly median earnings for residents 

 All Crime  

 Criminal Damage 

 Fear of Crime  

 Geological Sites Cover (Ha) 

 Carbon dioxide emissions per capita 

 Earnings weekly (median) 

 

6.0 Stage A3 Key Sustainability Issues  

6.1 The SEA requirements state that consideration should be given to the likely evolution of 

each of the issues without the implementation of the new Melton Local Plan.  

Table 16 

Sustainability Issues 

Likely evolution 
without  new 
Melton Local Plan  

Possible role of the new 
Melton Local Plan 
policies and site 
allocations  

Social      

There is a lack of access to young 
people/children n’s open space in 
certain areas of the Borough. 

 Without 
intervention their 
will continue to be a 
short fall of facilities 
in the North and the 
East of the Borough 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to 
encourage the 
development of young 
people’s/ children’s open 
space, where it has been 
identified there is currently 
a shortfall. New Local Plan 
housing allocations should 
seek to incorporate public 
open space. Policies 
should also protect existing 
supply. 

The Borough has low average 
weekly earnings compared to the 
rest of the region and the UK. 

 Without 
intervention this 
trend will continue. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will 
encourage new business 
development within the 
Borough, increasing 
employment opportunities 
in different sectors across 
the Borough.  

The average age of the population 
is ageing. 

 The average age of 
the population at 
the end of the plan 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will need to 
have policies and site 
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programme will be 
an ageing 
population, if the 
new Local Plan 
does not encourage 
younger people to 
remain in the 
Borough, or 
encourage young 
families to migrate 
into the Borough. 

allocations to attract new 
business development in 
higher knowledge 
industries. Policies will 
need to encourage 
enhancement of education 
provision within the 
Borough, along with the 
correct housing mix to 
reflect the needs of the 
current and future 
population. 
 

 
There is a need to reduce and 
protect against anti-social 
behaviour, crime and fear of crime 
related to alcohol misuse, drugs, 
burglary, vehicle crime 
evening/night-time economies 
related crime etc. 

 The Police and 
Community Groups 
will continue to 
reduce the level of 
crime and the fear 
of crime within the 
Borough. 

 Ensure new developments 
are well designed to 
reduce crime and the fear 
of crime.  

Housing that meets the needs of 
the local population.  
 
 
 

 Development of 
housing will happen 
but it will be less 
controlled, and will 
not deliver the 
desired outcome to 
meet the needs of 
the local 
community. 

 Ensure new developments 
are effectively integrated 
into existing communities. 
 
Ensure the mix and types, 
tenures and densities to 
meet the needs of specific 
communities. 
 

 
Local communities to have 
responsibility for their local areas. 
 
 

 Local community 
groups will continue 
to take 
responsibility.  
Three Parish 
Councils within the 
Borough are 
preparing 
neighbourhood 
plans to help shape 
development within 
their local area. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will set out the role of 
neighbourhood plans, in 
relation to the local 
development plan 
document. 

To address the level of affordable 
housing that is provided due to 
average house prices being higher 
than the regional average. 

 The need for 
affordable housing 
increases, as house 
prices are expected 
to rise.  Affordable 
housing and the 

  
The new Melton Local Plan 
will need to identify 
appropriate sites and 
manage delivery. Policies 
will need to ensure that 
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right type of housing 
may not be 
delivered in the 
most appropriate 
locations where 
there is the most 
need. 

allocated sites are viable to 
support the delivery of 
affordable housing 
development.  The local 
plan policies and site 
allocations will need to 
allow for the development 
of affordable housing in 
areas where housing would 
not usually be permitted. 
 

Adequate sites provision for Gypsy 
and Travellers. 

 Without providing 
sites for the Gypsy 
and Traveller 
community, will not 
be meeting their 
housing 
requirement needs. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to provide 
policies and site allocations 
if necessary for the 
provision of appropriate 
and sustainable sites to 
meet their housing 
requirements. 

To continue to  protect and 
enhance human health, including a 
reduction in road traffic accidents  

 Human health is 
currently above the 
national average it 
is important to 
continue to improve 
the health of the 
local population. 

  
The new Melton Local Plan 
will need to limit 
development that is likely 
to have harmful effects on 
the health and well-being 
of the community i.e. 
air/noise/light pollution. 
 
Policies should promote 
health and well-being, with 
better access to services, 
facilities and open spaces 
that are needed. 
 

To eliminate unlawful racial, sexual 
and disability discrimination  

 It is important that 
all new 
development meets 
the needs of the 
present and future 
population of the 
Borough, 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will provide land for 
development for the 
present and future 
population without being 
prejudice to their race, sex 
or disability.  

There is currently a need to reduce 
the hidden deprivation within the 
rural communities  

 Hidden deprivation 
will continue without 
intervention from 
the new Melton 
Local Plan. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to provide 
housing to meet the needs 
of the local population, 
ensure that local services 
and facilities are 
accessible. Ensure that 
policies encourage local 
employment opportunities. 
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Accessibility and transport, needs 
to be improved within the rural 
areas of the Borough.   

Embed accessibility 
in decisions 
affecting provision, 
location, design and 
delivery of services 
in both urban and 
rural areas. Improve 
social inclusion by 
making services 
accessible 
especially in the 
villages. Maximise 
the use of public 
transport, the need 
to reduce 
congestion within 
Melton Mowbray 
and utilise existing 
transport. 
Encourage people 
to cycle and walk 
and reduce the 
need to travel by 
car. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
will have to allocate 
development sites in the 
most sustainable locations 
within the Borough, in 
order to reduce the need to 
travel by car to access 
employment, services and 
facilities. The plan will 
require objectives to 
enable sustainable 
transport infrastructure that 
reduces the overall need to 
travel, therefore reducing 
congestion. 

Economic      

There is currently below average 
business formation rate within the 
Borough 

 This trend is likely 
to continue without 
policies to promote 
new businesses to 
the Borough. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan polices will need to 
encourage new economic 
development. Employment 
site allocations will need to 
be fit for purpose in 
sustainable locations, with 
the relevant infrastructure 
provision. 

The regeneration of  Melton Town 
Centre 

 Uncontrolled 
development can 
affect the vitality 
and vitality of the 
existing town 
centre. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will need to 
encourage the 
regeneration of Melton 
Town Centre, by controlling 
development. Encourage 
investment in the range of 
services and allocate sites 
that support and enhance 
the quality of the town 
centre. 

Economic growth and rural 
diversification within the rural areas 
of the Borough 

 The rural economy 
declines, due to 
modern farming 
practices. 

 Provision of sites for 
appropriate employment 
development within the 
Borough. 
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To attract higher knowledge based 
industries to the Borough 

 Development 
occurs but in a less 
coordinated manner 

 Support the development 
of higher knowledge based 
industries by providing high 
quality and fit for purpose 
employment allocations, 
with the provision of 
appropriate educational 
needs and supporting 
infrastructure to ensure 
longevity.  

Tourism   The tourism 
industry remains 
constant.  

 Encourage investment in 
the range of services and 
allocate sites that support 
and enhance the quality of 
the town centre. 

To address the issues of the skills 
shortages within the Borough 

Unemployment 
levels rise, people 
remain in low paid 
jobs, and new 
businesses do not 
relocate or set up in 
Melton, due to the 
local population not 
having the relevant 
skills.  

 New Melton Local Plan 
policies  have the potential 
to enhance existing 
educational facilities for 
education and vocational 
training for local people, in 
relation to emerging 
employment opportunities.  
 

Environmental      

To ensure that brownfield sites are 
redeveloped and the developments 
of greenfield sites are kept to a 
minimum. 

 To ensure that the 
trend for high level 
brownfield 
development 
continues. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to promote 
the development of brown 
field sites before the 
development of green field 
sites. Brownfield sites 
should be assessed as part 
of allocating sites for both 
housing and employment 
land development. 

Development of renewable energy  Development of 
renewable energy 
occurs but in a less 
coordinated 
manner. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to 
encourage the 
development of renewable 
energy, with the potential 
to include site allocations in 
the most appropriate 
locations, encourage 
adaptations and the use of 
low carbon Technologies.  

land contamination issues   To ensure that land 
contamination 
issues are taken 
into account when 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to assess a 
broad range of sites before 
allocating sites for 
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assessing land for 
development. 

development. 

 Protection and enhancement of 
the historic built environment  

 Large development 
may have a 
detrimental impact 
on the historic built 
environment.  

 The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will need to 
protect and enhance the 
existing historic built 
environment. Ensure that 
site allocations will not 
have a detrimental impact 
on the historic built 
environment. 

Air Quality 

 The air quality is 
currently not 
exceeding limits 
however this will 
need to be 
continually 
monitored, to 
ensure this 
continues. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to contain 
policies that reduce CO2 
emissions. 

 The condition of SSSI’s 

 The condition of 
SSSI’s continues to 
decline. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to ensure 
that new development will 
not have a detrimental 
impact on SSSI’s. 

 Risk of flooding  
 Development is not 
controlled. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need allocate 
development and have 
policies that encourage 
development to be within 
low flood risk areas of the 
Borough. 

 

7.0 Stage A4 Sustainability Objectives 

7.1 The SA Framework provides a way in which sustainability effects can be described 

analysed and compared. The SA Framework consists of sustainability objectives 

which, where practicable, may be expressed in the form of targets, the achievement of 

which is measurable using indicators. Objectives and indicators can be revised as 

baseline information is collected and sustainability issues and problems are identified, 

and can be used in monitoring the implementation of the new Melton Local Plan. 
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The purpose of SA Objectives 

7.2 The purpose of the sustainability objectives is to provide a way of ensuring the new 

Melton Local Plan policies consider the sustainable needs of the Borough. The SEA 

topics identified in Annex I (f) of the SEA Directive are one of the key determinants 

when considering the SA objectives that should be used for the environmental criteria. 

The HIA and EqIA processes also require the SA objectives to reflect all relevant 

aspects of these two subject areas. The SA objectives seek to reflect both topic areas 

to ensure the assessment is robust and thorough.  

7.3 There is no statutory basis for setting objectives but they are a recognised way of 

considering the environmental effects of a plan and comparing alternatives. 

 

Table 17 

SA Objective 

1. To ensure that the housing stock meets the housing needs of the present   
and future residents of the Borough  

2. To make efficient use of transport infrastructure, improve accessibility to 
employment and services to ensure people can make sustainable 
transport choices. 

3. To develop a strong culture of learning, enterprise and innovation 

4.   To encourage opportunities for investment in order to promote tourism. 

5. To diversify the local economy and encourage new business formation 

6. To promote high quality employment opportunities that meet the need of 
the community  

7. To protect the natural environment, increase biodiversity levels and 
enhance  
multifunctional green infrastructure across the Borough 

8. To enhance and improve the built and historic environment  

9. To use land, energy, soil, mineral and water resources prudently and  
efficiently, and increase energy generated from renewables.  
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10. To promote social cohesion and support the development of community 
facilities  across the Borough  

11.  To reduce poverty, crime and social deprivation and secure economic  
inclusion.  

12. To improve community safety, reduce crime and the fear of crime 

13. To minimise waste and increase the re-use and recycling of waste 
materials  

14. To provide the necessary physical conditions and infrastructure to enable 
economic growth. 

 

15. To reduce health inequalities, promote healthy lifestyles and prolong life. 

16. To adapt to and plan for climate change and increase energy generated 

from renewables 

 

7.4 In order to expand on each of the objectives, the SA Framework includes a series of 

questions for use when applying the SA Framework to the assessment of proposed 

policies. 
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Table 18 

SA Objectives  Key Questions/ Guidance  Indicators 

1. To ensure that 
the housing 
stock meets the 
housing needs 
of the present 
and future 
residents of the 
Borough  

Supplement the current range 
of residential accommodation 
that will contribute to the overall 
needs of the community?  
 
Contribute to the stock of 
affordable housing in places 
where a need has been 
established?  
 
Facilitate accommodation for 
members of the community with 
particular housing needs? 

 Affordable Housing 
Completions  
 
Average House prices, 
housing affordability  
 
Number of people in housing 
need (SHMA) 
 
Annual Housing Completions 
–Total houses built, types, 
sizes and tenures. 
 
Total vacant dwellings 
 
Total number of Gypsy and 
Traveller Pitches  
 
Number of statutory 
homeless people  
 
Number / % of local authority 
homes falling below Decent 
Homes Standards. 
 
No. of dwellings built on PDL 

2.  To make efficient 
use of transport 
infrastructure, 
improve 
accessibility to 
employment and 
services to 
ensure that 
people can make 
sustainable 
transport choices. 

Will it utilise and enhance 
existing transport 
infrastructure? 
 
 Will it help to develop a 
transport network that 
minimises the impact on the 
environment? 
 
 Will it reduce journeys 
undertaken by car encouraging 
alternative modes of transport? 

 Accessibility of new 
residential development 
within 30 minutes of :  
GP/ Health centre 
Primary / Secondary School 
Employment and Leisure 
facility 
 
Proportion of people who 
travel to work by public 
transport  
 
Railway Station footfall 
 
No. of Travel Plans 
implemented with new 
development  
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SA Objectives  Key Questions/ Guidance  Indicators 

3. To develop a 
strong culture of 
learning, 
enterprise and 
innovation 

Will it increase levels of 
qualification?  
 
Will it create high knowledge 
jobs? 

  
Qualifications of the working 
age population  
 
Jobs by industry  
 
Average wage per week 
 
Unemployment level  
 

4. Embed 
accessibility in 
decisions 
affecting 
provision, 
location, design 
and delivery of 
services in both 
urban and rural 
areas. Improve 
social inclusion 
by making 
services 
accessible 
especially in the 
villages. 
Maximise the use 
of public 
transport, the 
need to reduce 
congestion within 
Melton Mowbray 
and utilise 
existing transport. 
Encourage 
people to cycle 
and walk and 
reduce the need 
to travel by car. 

Will it encourage visitors to the 
Borough?  
 
Will it encourage inward 
investment? 

  
No. of people employed in 
different sectors  
 
Footfall of the Railway 
Station  
 
Car parking Provision  

5. To diversify the 
local economy 
and encourage 
new business 
formation 

Help to reduce commuting out 
of the Borough for 
employment?  
 
Add to the range of businesses 
in the Borough? 
 
 Supplement the rural 
economy?  
 

 The number of people 
employed in different sectors. 
 
Number of planning 
applications. 
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SA Objectives  Key Questions/ Guidance  Indicators 

Add to the range of businesses 
in the Borough? 

6. To promote high 
quality 
employment 
opportunities that 
meet the need of 
the community  

Contribute to the number of 
jobs within the Borough? 
 
 Increase jobs in the sectors 
that are currently 
underrepresented in the 
Borough? 

  
Average weekly earnings 
 
Indices of deprivation  
 
Benefit Claimants  
 
Number of people of working 
age in employment  
 
Number of people of working 
age in not in employment  
 
New Employment floor space  
 
Annual Growth GVA per 
head 
 
Enterprise Births  
 
Jobs by industry  
 
 

7. To protect the 
natural 
environment, 
increase 
biodiversity levels 
and enhance  
multifunctional 
green 
infrastructure 
across the 
Borough 

Protect or foster the character 
of the local landscape?  
 
Protect existing or facilitate new 
wildlife habitat? 
 
 Protect or increase the amount 
of woodland?  
 
Protect or improve the condition 
of SSSIs and other sites of 
ecological interest? 

  
Amount of greenfield lost to 
development  
 
Density of dwellings  
 
Development on previously 
developed land  
 
Condition of  SSSIs 
 
Number of local wildlife sites  
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SA Objectives  Key Questions/ Guidance  Indicators 

8. To enhance and 
improve the built 
and historic 
environment  

Foster local distinctiveness of 
built form? 
  
Protect important architectural 
and archaeological assets?  
 
Protect or contribute to the 
appearance of the built form? 

 No. of listed buildings on 
Buildings at Risk register  
 
Number of Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments  
 
Number of Conservation 
Areas 
 
No. of Historic Parks and 
Gardens  
  

9.  To use land, 
energy, soil, 
mineral and water 
resources 
prudently and  
efficiently.  

Make use of previously 
developed land? 
 
 Minimise the loss of good 
agricultural land? 
  
Reduce levels of air and water 
pollution?  
 
Safeguard mineral deposits? 
  
 

   
 % of rivers reaching good 
/fair / quality in terms of 
chemical and biological 
factors 
 
Total Water abstractions 
 
Number of new 
developments incorporating 
SUDS 
 
Amount of contaminated land  
 
Total are of grade 1 to 31 
agricultural land 
 
  

10. To promote 
social cohesion 
and support the 
development of 
community 
facilities  across 
the Borough  

Improve access to cultural and 
recreational facilities? 
 
 Enhance the provision of 
recreational and cultural 
facilities?  
 
Promote the participation in 
recreational and cultural 
activities?  

 No. of museums  
 
No. of leisure facilities 
 
Access to leisure facilities 
within 30 minutes by public 
transport   
 
No. of recreational facilities  
delivered or enhanced 
through new development  
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SA Objectives  Key Questions/ Guidance  Indicators 

11. To reduce 
poverty, social 
deprivation and 
secure 
economic  
inclusion.  

Improve access to educational 
facilities?  
 
Enhance the provision of 
educational facilities?  
 
Promote participation in 
educational facilities? 

  
Indices of Deprivation 
 
Employment Deprivation 
 
Skills Deprivation  
 
Health Deprivation  
 
Fuel Poverty 
 
Gains losses of community 
facilities 
 
Housing mix  
 
Population Structure (Meets 
Equalities Impact 
Assessment)  
 

12. To improve 
community 
safety, reduce 
crime and the 
fear of crime 

Contribute to the reduction in 
crime levels?  
 
Reduce people’s fear of crime? 
 
 Reduce road traffic accidents?  
 
Improve the safety of 
pedestrians or cyclists? 

 No. of reports crimes per 
1,000 people  
 
No. of injuries or deaths by 
accidents on the roads  

13. To minimise 
waste and 
increase the re-
use and 
recycling of 
waste materials  

Will it reduce household waste?  
 
Will it increase waste recovery 
and recycling?  
 
Will it assist in maximising the 
use of recycled and secondary 
materials? 

  
Amount of household waste 
recycled  
 
Amount of business waste 
recycled  
 
Amount of waste landfilled  
 
 
 
 
 

14. To provide the 
necessary 
physical 
conditions and 
infrastructure to 
enable 
economic 

Will it provide the type of land 
and buildings of a type required 
by businesses?  
 
Will it improve the diversity of 
jobs available? 

 Access to Broadband  
 
Land developed for 
employment use  
 
Amount of employment land 
lost  
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SA Objectives  Key Questions/ Guidance  Indicators 

growth.  
Employment by sector  
 
Vacant retail units  
 
Allocated Employment Sites 
 
 

15. To reduce 
health 
inequalities, 
promote healthy 
lifestyles and 
prolong life. 

 
Will it improve access to health 
facilities?  
 
Will it encourage a healthy life 
style e.g. a healthy diet and 
encourage physical activity  
 
Will it improve human health 
 
Will it increase, or enhance the 
opportunities for sporting 
recreational physical activity?  

Life expectancy at Birth  
 
Mortality Rates 
 
New or enhanced health 
facilities  
 
Access to health facilities 
 
Infant Mortality  
 
Obesity  
 
No. of people living with a 
disability  
 
Percentage of people 
participating in sport   

16. To adapt to and 
plan for climate 
change and 
increase energy 
generated from 
renewables. 

Improve energy efficiency?  
 
Promote renewable forms of 
energy? 
 
Will development be in an area 
at risk of flooding? 
 
Will it require mitigation to 
facilitate development? 
 
Will in increase the risk of 
flooding? 
 
Will the development tackle 
existing flooding issues?  

Number of new 
developments incorporating 
low carbon technologies 
 
Number of new renewable 
energy developments 
 
The number of sustainable 
dwellings developed. 
 
Number of planning 
permissions contrary to EA 
advice  
 
Number of properties at risk 
of flooding  
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8.0 Completing and Recording the Assessment 

8.1 In line with the ODPM (now CLG) Practical Guide to the SEA Directive the assessment 

process will seek to predict the significant environmental effects of the draft Melton 

Local Plan.  This is done by identifying the likely changes to the baseline conditions as 

a result of implementing the proposed plan (or reasonable alternative).  These 

changes will be described (where possible) in terms of their geographic scale, the 

timescale over which they could occur, whether the effects would be temporary or 

permanent, positive or negative, likely or unlikely, frequent or rare.  Where numerical 

information is not available, the assessment will be based on professional judgement 

and with reference to relevant legislation, regulations and policy.  More specifically, in 

undertaking the assessment, consideration will be given to: 

 baseline information including existing environmental problems and their 
evolution; 

 the likely activities and potential effects arising from the interventions 
outlined in the Melton Local Plan; 

 the regulatory framework; and 

 the SEA objectives and guide questions. 

Assessing the Environmental Effects of the Melton Local Plan 

8.2 Table18 illustrates a draft of the SEA matrix developed to comprehensively meet the 

requirements of the SEA Directive and record the assessment of the effects of the 

Melton Local Plan.  It contains the SEA objectives and questions presented in Table 

17.  The matrix also includes the timescale of the effect and a commentary.  These 

are briefly explained below: 

 Timing of Effect - Will the effect manifest itself in the short, medium or the 
long term?  The short term is within the first ten years of the Melton Local 
Plan, the medium term within the lifetime of the Melton Local Plan (i.e. to 25 
years), and the longer term beyond this.  

 Commentary - The commentary text within the matrix and summary text 
within the report will identify possible mitigation measures associated with 
the proposals.  Where a score is indicated as ‘uncertain’ the commentary 
should identify ways in which this uncertainty could be reduced, for 
example, through additional data collection or further consultation with 
experts.  

 Secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects, as well as the 
temporary/permanence and likelihood of the effects are identified within the 
commentary: 
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- Secondary or indirect effects are effects that are not a direct result of the 
Melton Local Plan, but occur at distance from the direct impacts or as a 
result of a complex pathway.   

- Cumulative effects arise, for instance, where several developments each 
have insignificant effects but together have a significant effect; or where 
several individual effects of the Melton Local Plan. 

Synergistic effects interact to produce a total effect greater than the sum 
of individual effects. Significant synergistic effects often occur as 
habitats, resources or human communities get close to capacity.   

- Temporary effects can occur for example during construction of a 
development.  Whilst these are generally short lived, they may occur 
over several years with larger development schemes. 

 Geographical effects will be noted where the effect is likely to occur 
differentially within, for example the Borough. 
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Table 19 Draft Assessment Matrix 

SA Objectives Assessment Questions Timescale Commentary/Expla

nation ((to include 

secondary, 

cumulative and 

synergistic effects)  

Shor

t 

Term 

Medi

um 

Term 

Long 

Term 

XXXX  XXXXX + + ++ Assessment of 
Effects: 

A description of 
effects of the Local 
Plan measure on the 
SEA objective under 
consideration will be 
provided here, with 
reasoning and 
justification included. 

Mitigation: 

Measures to offset 
adverse effects and 
enhance positive 
effects will be 
identified. 

Assumptions: 

Any assumptions 
that have 
underpinned the 
assessment will be 
highlighted here. 

Uncertainties: 

Uncertainties 
encountered during 
the assessment will 
be noted: 

 

XXXXX  XXXXXXX 0 0 0 Assessment of 
Effects: 
TBC 

Mitigation: 
TBC 

Assumptions: 
TBC 

Uncertainties: 
TBC 
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SA Objectives Assessment Questions Timescale Commentary/Expla

nation ((to include 

secondary, 

cumulative and 

synergistic effects)  

Shor

t 

Term 

Medi

um 

Term 

Long 

Term 

3.  
………………
……….etc. 

………………… ? ? ? Etc……………. 

Sco

re 

Key:  

+ +  

Signific

ant  

positive 

effect 

 +  

Minor 

positive 

effect 

 0 

No 

overall 

effect  

 -  

Minor 

negative 

effect 

  - -  

Signific

ant 

negative 

effect 

? 

Score 

uncertain 

NB: where more than one symbol is presented in a box it indicates that the SEA has 

found more than one score for the category. Where the scores are both positive and 

negative, the boxes are deliberately not coloured. Where a box is coloured but also 

contains a ?, this indicates uncertainty over whether the effect could be a minor or 

significant effect although a professional judgement is expressed in the colour used. A 

conclusion of uncertainty arises where there is insufficient evidence for expert 

judgement to conclude an effect. 

S – short term (0 - 10 years), M – medium term (between 10 and 25 years) and L – 

long term (>25 years) 

 

8.3 Each proposal that comes forward from the Melton Local Plan will be considered 

against each of the SEA objectives. Will be undertaken by the assessment team and 

will be informed by the baseline data and evidence gathered as part of the Scoping 

Report.  It will also be informed by expert judgement from various technical specialists 

including key stakeholders and consultees.   

Assessment of Strategy Alternative 

8.4 Alternatives presented in the Melton Local Plan will be assessed on an objective-by-

objective basis.  Table 19 sets out the proposed framework that will be used to record 

the findings of this assessment.  The first column describes the alternative whilst the 

second column summarises the expected effects on the SEA objective under 

consideration.  The rationale for this relationship will be explained in more detail in the 

final column. 
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Table 20 Proposed Assessment Framework  

Alternativ
e 

Score 

 

Commentary 

 

1.  

- 

 

Assessment of Effects: 

A description of effects of Alternative 1 on the SEA objective under 
consideration will be provided here, with reasoning and justification 
included. 

Mitigation: 

Measures to offset adverse effects and enhance positive effects will be 
identified. 

Assumptions: 

Any assumptions that have underpinned the assessment will be 
highlighted here. 

Uncertainties: 

Uncertainties encountered during the assessment will be noted. 

2.  

+ 

 

Assessment of Effects: 

A description of effects of Alternative 2 on the SEA objective under 
consideration will be provided here, with reasoning and justification 
included. 

Mitigation: 

Measures to offset adverse effects and enhance positive effects will be 
identified. 

Assumptions: 

Any assumptions that have underpinned the assessment will be 
highlighted here. 

Uncertainties: 

Uncertainties encountered during the assessment will be noted. 

3.  

? 

 

Assessment of Effects: 

A description of effects of Alternative 3 on the SEA objective under 
consideration will be provided here, with reasoning and justification 
included. 

Mitigation: 

Measures to offset adverse effects and enhance positive effects will be 
identified. 

Assumptions: 

Any assumptions that have underpinned the assessment will be 
highlighted here. 

Uncertainties: 

Uncertainties encountered during the assessment will be noted. 

Summary 



85 

Alternativ
e 

Score 

 

Commentary 

 

A brief summary of the effects of all the alternatives on the SEA objective under consideration 
will be provided. 

Sco

re 

Key

:  

+ + 

Significan

t 

positive 

effect 

 + 

Minor 

positive 

effect 

 0 

No 

overall 

effect 

 - 

Minor 

negative 

effect 

 - - 

Significa

nt 

negative 

effect 

? 

Score 

uncertain 

NB: where more than one symbol is presented in a box it indicates that the SEA has found more 

than one score for the category. Where the scores are both positive and negative, the boxes are 

deliberately not coloured. Where a box is coloured but also contains a ?, this indicates 

uncertainty over whether the effect could be a minor or significant effect although a professional 

judgement is expressed in the colour used. A conclusion of uncertainty arises where there is 

insufficient evidence for expert judgement to conclude an effect. 

S – short term (0 - 10 years), M – medium term (between 10 and 25 years) and L – long term 

(>25 years) 

Note: This draft SEA matrix is for illustrative purposes only.  The full matrix will be 

finalised after comments have been received on the SEA categories, objectives and 

assessment criteria.   

Mitigation 

8.5 Identifying effective mitigation measures will also be a fundamental part of the SEA.  

Provides information on types and examples of mitigation measures that might be 

proposed and includes an overview of the mitigation hierarchy.  The mitigation 

hierarchy is based on the principle that it is preferable to prevent the generation of an 

impact rather than counteract its effects.  It thus suggests that mitigation measures 

higher up the hierarchy should be considered in preference to those further down the 

list.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



86 

Table 21 

Mitigation Hierarchy and Example Measures 

Mitigation measures should be consistent with the mitigation hierarchy (after DETR 19971 and 
CLG 20062):  

 Avoidance – making changes to a design (or potential location) to avoid adverse effects on 
an environmental feature. This is considered to be the most acceptable form of mitigation. 

 Reduction – where avoidance is not possible, adverse effects can be reduced through 
sensitive environmental treatments/design. 

 Compensation – where avoidance or reduction measures are not available, it may be 
appropriate to provide compensatory measures (e.g. an area of habitat that is unavoidably 
damaged may be compensated for by recreating similar habitat elsewhere).  It should be 
noted that compensatory measures do not eliminate the original adverse effect, they 
merely seek to offset it with a comparable positive one. 

 Remediation – where adverse effects are unavoidable, management measures can be 
introduced to limit their influence. 

 Enhancement – where there are no negative impacts, but measures are adopted to 
achieve a positive move towards the sustainability objectives e.g. through innovative 
design. 

 

Examples of how mitigation measures could be incorporated into the Melton Local Plan 
proposals could include: 

 Amendments to existing policy wording; 

 Additional policy criteria to combat negative effects of others; 

 Lower tier documents in the Local Plan for 

 example, the Supplementary Planning Document on Sustainable Design and 

 Construction and the Development Management Policies DPD. 

 Identification of areas requiring further study, for example through an Environmental 
Impact Assessment. 

 

8.6   The new Melton Local Plan will include site allocations for development, it is therefore 

important that an additional screening criterion is used to assess the suitability and 

sustainability of the sites coming forward within the plan period. The screening criteria 

will also be used to assess the alternative site options.  It is therefore proposed that 

the screening criteria will be consulted on as part of the new Melton Local Plan Issues 

and Options. The flow chart set out within Appendix F of this report sets out how the 

screening process will feed into the preparation of the new Melton Local Plan and the 

Sustainability Appraisal process. 

                                                           
1
 Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (1997) Mitigation Measures in Environmental 

Statements. London: DETR 
2
 Department for Communities and Local Government (2006): Consultation Document - EIA: A guide to good 

practice and procedures.  London: CLG 
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Identifying SA Objectives 

8.7 The baseline information and other plans and programmes of particular relevance have 

been used to inform the SA Objectives.  

8.8 The relationship between the SA and SEA objectives is shown in table 21 below. 

Table 22 

SEA Topic SA Objective 

Biodiversity  7,8,9 

Population  1,2,34,5,6,10,11,12,14 

Human health  1,2,3,10,11,12,15 

Fauna  7,9 

Flora  7,9 

Soil  7,8,9 

Water  9,13 

Air  2,7,9 

Climatic Factors  2,7,8,9,13,14,15 

Material Assets  1,2,3,4,5,6,10,14 

Cultural Heritage 
including architectural 
and archaeological 
heritage  8 

Landscape  7,8 

 

8.9 The relationship between the SA objectives and the three SA themes and the Equalities 

Impact Assessment is shown in table 22 below. 
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Table 23 

SA Objective 

 SA theme S=Social  
 Ec = Economic  
 Env= 
Environmental  

EqiA 

S Ec Env  

1. To ensure that the housing stock 
meets the housing needs of the 
present and future residents of the 
Borough  

Y Y 
 

Y 

2. To make efficient use of transport 
infrastructure, improve accessibility 
to employment and services to 
ensure that all journeys are the most 
sustainable  

Y Y Y Y 

3. To develop a strong culture of 
learning, enterprise and innovation 

Y Y 
 

Y 

4. To encourage opportunities for 
investment in order to promote 
tourism. 

Y Y 
 

 

5. To diversify the local economy and 
encourage new business formation 

Y Y 
 

 

6. To promote high quality employment 
opportunities that meet the need of 
the community  

Y Y 
 

Y 

7. To protect the natural environment, 
increase biodiversity levels and 
enhance multifunctional green 
infrastructure across the Borough 

 
Y Y  

8. To enhance and improve the built 
and historic environment   

Y Y  

9. To use land, energy, soil, mineral 
and water resources prudently and  
efficiently. 

 
Y Y 

 

 

10. To promote social cohesion and 
support the development of 
community facilities  across the 
Borough  

Y Y 
 

Y 

11. To reduce poverty, social 
deprivation and secure economic  
inclusion.  

Y Y 
 

Y 

12. To improve community safety, 
reduce crime and the fear of crime 

Y 
  

 



89 

13. To minimise waste and increase the 
re-use and recycling of waste 
materials  

Y Y Y  

14. To provide the necessary physical 
conditions and infrastructure to 
enable economic growth. 

Y Y 
 

 

15. To reduce health inequalities, 

promote healthy lifestyles and 

prolong life. 

Y   Y 

16. To adapt to and plan for climate 

change and increase energy 

generated from renewables 

 Y Y Y 

 

8.10 The internal compatibility of the SA objectives has been tested to identify any particular 

tensions or inconsistencies; these can viewed within Appendix E. The main 

inconsistencies between the SA objectives and the new Melton Local Plan objectives 

are the need to promote economic residential development, whilst protecting the 

natural environment, resources and the heritage of the Borough. It will therefore be 

important that the new Melton Local Plan policies and site allocations allocate the 

most sustainable areas of the Borough for development. 

8.11 The draft new Melton Local Plan objectives are set out below  

1. Help provide a stock of housing accommodation that meets the needs of the 

community, including the need for affordable housing 

2. Develop a housing stock to provide for the future aspirations for the local 

economy 

3. Reduce the need to travel by car and improve access to public transport 

4. Reduce traffic congestion in Melton Mowbray 

5. To improve community safety and reduce crime and the fear of crime 

6. Enhance the vitality and viability of Melton Mowbray town centre 

7. Provide sufficient land to meet current and future employment needs 

8. Help regenerate the rural economy 

9. Promote the tourism potential of the Borough through its food, 

equestrianism and heritage assets creating a Melton “brand” 

10. Create a mixed economy with increased knowledge-based jobs and wages 

11. Provide better training opportunities and increase educational attainment  

12. Improve facilities for all the community 

13. Improve access to services and facilities, including health, social care, jobs, 

recreation, sport and education, broadband  

14. Promote sustainable communities 

15. Improve the health of the Borough and reduce health inequalities within the 

community 
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16. Promote high quality and innovative design which is visually attractive, 

reflects local context and distinctiveness, and, contributes to a safe and 

accessible environment to make places better for people 

17. Reduce pollution  

18. Protect and enhance the natural environment and biodiversity 

19. Conserve the historic environment and Melton’s heritage assets 

20. Protect the rural character of the Borough 

21. Protect and manage the use of natural resources and mitigate activities that 

cause their loss or degradation 

22. Prepare for, limit, and adapt to climate change and promote low carbon 

development 

23. Reduce the risk of flooding and avoid development in areas adverse to 

flooding 

24. Minimise the use of energy and promote forms of renewable energy in the 

correct locations 

25. Ensure that the reuse and recycling of waste is maximised 

9.0 Proposed Structure of the Environmental Report 

9.1  The assessment framework and the evidence base will form the basis of the SEA to be 

undertaken on the Melton Local Plan, the findings of which will be incorporated into an 

Environmental Report and be subject to public consultation.  The Environmental 

Report will be structured as follows: 

Table 24 Structure of the Environmental Report 

Chapter Content 

Non-Technical Summary  An accessible summary of the approach, method and 
key results of the assessment 

Structure of the 
Environmental Report 

 Table signposting the components of the 
Environmental Report for the purpose of the SEA 
Directive 

Introduction  Purpose of the SEA 

 SEA process of and legislation 

 Structure of the Environmental Report 

Background  Summary of the Melton Local Plan 

 Aims and objectives of the Melton Local Plan 

SEA Objectives, baseline 
and context 

 Relationship with other policies, plans and programmes 
and environmental protection objectives 

 Baseline characteristics 
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 Key environmental, social and economic issues  

 Limitations 

 The SEA Framework 

Melton Local Plan 
objectives 

 Strategic options considered 

 Comparison of the environmental, social and economic 

effects of the options 

 The preferred option and reasoning behind the choice 

 Environmental, social and economic effects of the 
Melton Local Plan objectives 

 Environmental, social and economic effects of local 
level actions 

Conclusions and 
recommendations 

 Significant, secondary, cumulative and synergistic 
effects 

 Proposed mitigation measures 

 Proposed monitoring 

 

 

10. Stage A5 Consultation on the SA 

 and Next Steps 

10.1 This Scoping Report presents the findings of the initial tasks (Stage A) undertaken for 

SEA of the Melton Local Plan.  It follows closely the advice and guidance provided by 

the UK Government and has been prepared to meet the requirements outlined within 

the Quality Assurance Checklist within the ODPM (2005) SA Guidance (see below). 

10.2 Responses to the following questions are invited:  

 Do you agree with the scope of the proposed assessment? 

 Do you agree with the main issues identified?   

 Do you consider there to be further plans, policies and programs or 
objectives that may affect or influence the preparation of the new Melton 
Local Plan? 

 Are you aware of any other relevant baseline data that is not set out in 
Appendix 2 of this report? 

 Are you aware of any inaccuracies in the information set out within 
appendix 1 and 2? 

 Do you agree that the objectives cover the breadth of issues appropriate for 
assessing the effects? 
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10.3 The consultation will run from 17th July to 22nd August 2014.  You can post or e-mail 

your responses to: 

         Planning Policy 

 Melton Borough Council 

 Parkside  

 Station Approach 

 Burton Street 

 Melton Mowbray 

 Leics 

 LE13 1GH 

Planning policy@melton.gov.uk 

Or alternatively submit them online at https://meltonboroughcouncil.citizenspace.com/  

10.4 Comments from consultees will be considered and the information in this report will be 

amended, as appropriate, in advance of its use during the next stages of the SEA 

process.   

10.5 The next stage of the SEA process (Stage B) involves considering and assessing 

options for the Melton Local Plan, and then predicting and evaluating the effects of the 

objectives and proposed interventions of the Melton Local Plan  as they emerge.  This 

assessment will consider ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial 

effects.  The assessment process will be reported within an Environmental Report 

which will be published for consultation alongside the draft Melton Local Plan. 

10.6 The ODPM SA Guidance contains a Quality Assurance checklist to help ensure that 

the requirements of the SEA Directive are met.  Those relevant to this stage have 

been highlighted in Table 24.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:policy@melton.gov.uk
https://meltonboroughcouncil.citizenspace.com/
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Table 25 Quality Assurance Checklist  

Quality Assurance Checklist 

Objectives and Context 

The plan’s purpose and objectives are 
made clear. 

Will be set out in full in the SEA Report. 

Sustainability issues, including 
international, national, regional and local 
objectives are considered in developing 
objectives and targets. 

Chapter  5 and Appendix A and B. 

SA objectives are clearly set out and 
linked to indicators and targets where 
appropriate. 

Chapter 6. 

Links with other related plans, 
programmes and policies are identified 
and explained. 

Chapter 4 and Appendix A and  B. 

Scoping 

The environmental consultation bodies 
are consulted in appropriate ways and at 
appropriate times on the content and 
scope of the SA Report. 

This Scoping Report is to be consulted 
upon with the statutory environmental 
consultees and any other relevant 
consultees for a period of five weeks. 

Scoping  

The assessment focuses on significant 
issues. 

Significant sustainability issues have 
been identified in this report in chapter 5.  
This will assist in focussing on the key 
issues during the assessment process. 

Technical, procedural and other difficulties 
encountered are discussed; assumptions 
and uncertainties are made explicit. 

These are made clear throughout the 
report where appropriate. 

Reasons are given for eliminating issues 
from further consideration. 

These are made clear throughout the 
Report where appropriate. 

 

Baseline Information 

Relevant aspects of the current state of Chapter 5 Appendix C 
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the environment and their likely evolution 
without the plan are described. 

Characteristics of areas likely to be 
significantly affected are described, 
including areas wider than the physical 
boundary of the plan area where it is likely 
to be affected by the plan where 
practicable. 

Chapter 5.  Further detail will be provided 
in the SEA Report. 

Difficulties such as deficiencies in 
information or methods are explained. 

These are made clear throughout the 
Report where appropriate. 
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Appendix A Relevant Plans Policies and Programmes 

International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

The Kyoto 
Protocol  

“The Kyoto Protocol or Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations 
Framework convention on Climate Change is an international 
treaty on climate change. It is actually an amendment to the 
United nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). Countries which ratify this protocol commit to 
reduce their emissions of carbon dioxide and five other 
greenhouse gases or engage in emission trading if they 
maintain or increase emissions of these gases. The objective 
if the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentration in the 
atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate system UNFCCC-
2.  
 
 

 Consider how the new 
Melton Local Plan 
policies and site 
allocations can 
contribute to the 
objectives and targets 
of the Protocol by 
reducing CO2 
emissions. 

The SA framework 
objectives and 
appraisal criteria to 
reflect the 
commitments of the 
protocol. 

New World 
Summit on 
Sustainable 
development 
Johannesburg  

The summit produced a Declaration and Key Outcomes 
statement for the achievement of sustainable development. 
All parties must change unsustainable patterns of 
consumption and production including the following 
objectives:  
• tackle global development issues such as poverty and 
hunger;  
• enhance corporate environmental and social responsibility 
and accountability;  
• increase use of renewable energy resources, more efficient 
use of energy, greater reliance on  
advanced energy technologies and sustainable use of 
traditional energy resources;  

The new Melton Local 
Plan should deliver 
Site Allocations in 
sustainable locations, 
making effective use of 
resources and 
addressing sustainable 
development issues 

SA Framework 
objectives and  
appraisal criteria to 
reflect the  
commitments of the 
declaration 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

• protect and manage the natural resource base. 

European 
Spatial 
Development 
Perspective  

EU ministers for Spatial Planning adopted the European 
Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP) at the Potsdam 
Council on 10th and 11th May 1999. The ESDP represents 
agreement on common objectives and concepts for the future 
development of the EU and emphasis that that the aim of 
spatial development of EU territory.  
The ESDP emphasises the importance of achieving, equally 
in all regions of the EU, the three fundamental goals of the 
European policy economic and social cohesion, conservation 
and management of natural resources and the cultural 
heritage and more balanced competitiveness of European 
territory. The ESDP states that to achieve more spatially 
balanced development these goals must be pursued 
simultaneously in all regions of the EU and their interactions 
taken into account.  
 

Ensure that the 
principles of these  
International agendas 
are included in the 
Framework. 

The SA objectives and 
appraisal will need to 
reflect the European 
Spatial Development 
Perspective. 

European 
Biodiversity 
Strategy  

On the 4th February 1998, the European Commission 
adopted a Communication on a European Biodiversity 
Strategy (EBS). The strategy aims to anticipate, prevent and 
address the causes of significant reduction of loss of 
biodiversity at source.  
 
The EBS states that the scale of the human impact on 
biodiversity has accelerated dramatically in recent decades 
and that, in spite of efforts by the Community and Member 
States to address the problem of biodiversity reduction or 
loss, existing measures are insufficient to reverse present 
trends. The EBS is developed around four major themes 

The principles of this 
strategy need to be 
reflected within the 
new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site 
allocations. 

The SA objectives and 
appraisal need to be 
reflective of the 
strategy. 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. 
Sharing of benefits arising out of the utilisation of generic 
resources. Research, identification, monitoring ad exchange 
of information. Education training and awareness. The EBS 
emphasises the important role of spatial planning in the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. In addition 
to the EBS, the European Commission had prepared several 
Biodiversity Action Plans.  

EU Sixth 
Environmental 
Action 
Programme  

The Sixth Environmental Action Programme (BEAP) – 
Environment 2010; Our Future, Our Choice – was published 
in 2002.  The BEAP effectively sets the environmental 
objectives and priorities that will be an integral part of the EU 
Sustainable Development Strategy. The programme sets out 
the major priorities and objectives for environmental policy 
over the next five to ten years and details the measures to be 
taken.  
 
The BEAP proposes five priority avenues of strategic action 
to help achieve environmental objectives. Improve the 
implementation of existing legislation, integrating 
environmental concerns into other policies; encouraging the 
market to work for the environment; empowering citizens and 
changing behaviour; greening land use planning and 
management decisions. The BEAP focuses attention on four 
priority areas for action: Tackling climate change; nature and 
biodiversity- protecting a unique resource; Environmental and 
health; Sustainable use of natural resources and 
management of wastes.  

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will need 
to reflect the five 
priority actions to help 
achieve environmental 
objectives. 

The SA objectives and 
appraisal will need to 
reflect the objectives of 
the EU Sixth 
Environmental Action 
Programme. 

European The strategy argues that achieving sustainable development The new Melton Local The SA objectives and 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy 

in practice requires that economic growth supports social 
progress and respects the environment, that social policy 
underpins economic performance and that environmental 
policy is cost effective. It also emphasises that ‘decouping’ 
environmental degradation and resource consumption from 
economic and social development request major reorientation 
of public and private investment towards new, 
environmentally friendly technologies. The strategy focuses 
the need to ; 

 Limit climate change and increase the use of clean 
energy  

 Address threats to public health 

 Combat poverty and social exclusion  

 Deal with the economic and social implications of an 
ageing society 

 Manage natural resources more responsibly (including 
biodiversity)  

 Improve the transport system and land use 
management. The ESDS emphasis that action to 
promote sustainable development must be taken by all 
and sit at all levels.  

Plan policies must 
reflect the principles of 
the European strategy. 
The site allocations will 
also need to be in the 
most sustainable 
locations within the 
Borough. 

appraisal will need to 
be reflective of the 
European Sustainable 
Development Strategy. 

EU Waste 
Directive 
2008/98/EC 

The generation of waste is increasing within the European 
Union. It has therefore become of prime importance to specify 
basic notions such as recovery and disposal, so as to better 
organise waste management activities. 
 
It is also essential to reinforce measures to be taken with 
regard to prevention as well as the reduction of the impacts of 
waste generation and waste management on the 

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies and site 
will need to reflect the 
directive with regard to 
the reduction of waste 
generation and waste 
management. 

The SA objectives and 
appraisal will need to 
reflect the EU Waste 
Directive. 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

environment. Finally, the recovery of waste should be 
encouraged so as to preserve natural resources. 
 
This Directive repeals directives 75/439/EEC, 91/689/EEC 
and 2006/12/EC. 

EU Mining 
Waste Directive 
2006/21/EC The 
requirements of 
the Directive 
have been 
primarily 
transposed into 
national 
legislation 
through The 
Environmental 
Permitting 
(England and 
Wales) 
(Amendment) 
Regulations 
2009 (SI1799). A 
guidance 
document has 
been prepared 
by Defra 

The Directive aims to prevent or reduce as far as possible the 
adverse effects on the environment and any resultant risks to 
human health from the management of waste from the 
extractive industries. It is concerned with waste produced 
from prospecting, extraction treatment and storage of mineral 
resources and the working quarries. The transposition of the 
Direction into national legislation means that the Environment 
Agency is the principal competent authority and its 
implementation is not within the spatial planning system. 
Notwithstanding this there is a relationship with planning 
controls and this is covered by paragraphs 2.224 -24 of the 
Defra guidance document. This identifies that a mineral 
planning authority must not grant planning permission for a 
mining waste facility  unless it is satisfied the operator 
satisfies the requirements of Article 11(2)(a)-    “the waste 
facility is suitably located, taking into account in particular 
Community or national obligations relating to protected areas, 
and geological, hydrological, hydrogeological, seismic and  
geotechnical factors, and is designed so as to meet the 
necessary conditions for, in the short and long term 
perspectives,  preventing pollution of the soil, air, 
groundwater or surface water, taking into  account especially 
Directives 76/464/EEC  [21], 80/68/EEC [22] and 
2000/60/EC,  
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

and ensuring efficient collection of  
contaminated water and leachate as and  when required 
under the permit, and  reducing erosion caused by water or 
wind  as far as it is technically possible and economically 
viable”;   

EU Renewable 
Energy Directive  

The EU aims to get 20% of its energy from renewable 
sources by 2020.  Renewables include, wind solar, hydro- 
electric and tidal power as well as geothermal energy and 
biomass. More renewable energy will enable the EU to cut 
greenhouse emissions and make it less dependent on 
imported energy. Boosting the renewables industry will 
encourage technological innovation and employment it 
Europe.  

 The Local Plan 
will need to set 
out the Local 
Planning 
Authorities 
approach to 
promoting and 
encouraging 
renewable 
energy 
developments 
having regard to 
the targets in 
the Directive.  
This may 
include the 
development of 
policies :Which 
identify 
locations for 
renewable 
energy 
development 
where the 

The SA objectives and 
appraisal will need to 
be reflect the EU 
Renewable energy 
Directive. 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

technology is 
viable and 
environmental, 
economic and 
social impacts 
can be 
satisfactorily 
addressed; and 
which require a 
percentage of 
the energy to be 
used in new 
residential, 
commercial or 
industrial 
developments 
to come from 
on- site 
renewable 
energy 
developments.  
 

European 
Landscape 
Convention,2007 

The European Landscape Convention also known as the 
Florence Convention, promote the protection, management 
and planning of the European landscape and organise 
European co-operation on landscape issues. The convention 
was adopted in   

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will need 
to reflect the 
convention by 
promoting the 
protection, 
management and 

The SA objectives and 
appraisal will need to 
reflect the European 
Landscape 
Convention. 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

planning of the 
landscape.  

The Birds 
Directive 
addresses the 
conservation of 
indigenous wild 
birds in member 
states 
throughout the 
European Union. 
It applies to 
birds, their eggs, 
nests and 
habitats. 
Objectives: 
Maintenance of 
bird populations 
Preservation, 
maintenance 
and re-
establishment of 
varieties of 
habitats  
Implementation 
of such special 
conservation 
measures as are 
necessary. 

The Birds Directive addresses the conservation of indigenous 
wild birds in member states throughout the European Union. 
It applies to birds, their eggs, nests and habitats. Objectives: 
Maintenance of bird populations Preservation, maintenance 
and re-establishment of varieties of habitats  
Implementation of such special conservation measures as 
are necessary. Protection against harm including deliberate 
killing or capture, destruction of nests or eggs, and 
disturbance during breeding periods.  

Site Allocations to 
avoid  
development in areas 
that would  
result in significant 
effects on  
European sites 

SA Framework 
objectives and  
appraisal criteria to 
reflect the  
requirements of the 
Directive,  
as appropriate  
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

Protection 
against harm 
including 
deliberate killing 
or capture, 
destruction of 
nests or eggs, 
and disturbance 
during breeding 
periods.  

 
Bern Convention 
on the 
Conservation of 
European 
Wildlife and 
Natural Habitats 
1979 

Contracting parties are obliged to:  

 promote national policies for the conservation of wild 
flora and fauna and all natural habitats;  

  integrate the conservation of wild flora into national 
planning policies; and 

 Promote education and dissemination of information 
on the need to conserve species of wild flora and 
fauna and their habitats. 

Site Allocations to 
avoid  
development in areas 
that would  
result in significant 
effects on  
European sites. 

SA framework 
objectives and 
appraisal criteria to 
reflect the Bern 
Convention. 

EU Directive on 
the Conservation 
of Natural 
Habitats and of 
Wild Fauna and 
Flora ( The 
Habitats 
Directive) 1992 

The relevant objectives of the Directive are: 

 To contribute towards ensuring biodiversity and 
through the conservation of natural habitats and of wild 
fauna and flora; and  

 To designate Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) to 
maintain or restore at favourable conservation status 
natural habitats of outstanding significance.  

Site Allocations to 
avoid  
development in areas 
that would  
result in significant 
effects on  
European sites. 

SA Framework 
objectives and 
appraisal to reflect the 
EU Directive on the 
Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and of 
Wild Fauna and Flora. 

European Water 
Framework 
Directive 2000 

The Directive establishes an integral approach to the 
protection, improvement and sustainable use of water bodies 
with the analysis focused on river basins districts. Objectives 

Site Allocations to 
avoid  
development in areas 

The Local Plan should 
have regard to the land 
use implications of 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

of River Basin Management Plans should be to achieve good 
status in the; 

 Enhancement of wetlands, 

 Sustainable use of water 

 Reduction of groundwater pollution; 

 Mitigation of the effects of droughts and floods; and  
Protection and restoration of aquatic ecosystems; 
Target is for Member States to produce River Basin 
Management Plans by 2009 and to achieve the main 
environmental objectives of the Plans by 2016. 

that would  
result in significant 
effects on  
European sites. 
 
New Melton Local Plan 
policies will need to 
actively promote the 
sustainable use of 
water. 

River Basin 
Management Plans, 
promote the 
sustainable use of 
water, conserve the 
water environment and 
ensure that 
development is 
planned so as to avoid 
the hazards of flooding 
and to consider the 
availability of water 
resources and 
sewerage 
infrastructure.  

European 
Commission 
Thematic 
Strategy for Soil 
Protection, 2006 

The key aims and objectives for the strategy are: 
 
Preventing further soil degradation and preserving its 
functions: 

 When soil is used and its functions are exploited, 
action has to be taken on soil use, 

 Management patterns, and  

 When soil acts as a sink/ receptor of the effects of 
human activities or environmental phenomena, action 
has to be taken at source. 

 
Restoring degraded soils to a level of functionality consistent 
at least with current and intended use, thus also considering 
the cost implications of the restoration of soil. 

 The local plan should 
include policies that 
improve and protect 
the natural 
environment including 
biodiversity, water and 
soil quality. 

SA Framework 
objectives and 
appraisal to reflect the 
EC Thematic Strategy 
for Soil Protection, 
2006. 
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International  Policies, plans and programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme  

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

 
 
 

UNESCO World 
Heritage 
Convention  

The most significant features of the 1972 World Heritage 
Convention is that it links together in a single document the 
concepts of nature conservation and the preservation of 
cultural properties. The Conventions recognizes the way in 
which people interact with nature, and the fundamental need 
to preserve the balance between the two. 
 
The Convention sets out the duties of States parties in 
identifying potential sites and their role in protecting and 
preserving them. By signing the Convention, each country 
pledges to conserve not only the World Heritage sites 
situated in territory, but also to protect its national heritage. 

The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to 
incorporate objectives 
and policies to protect 
the Borough’s heritage 
assets. 

The SA Framework 
and appraisal will need 
to embed the 
protection of heritage 
assets. 
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National Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

Localism Act 2011 The Localism Act introduces a number of measures to 
decentralise decision making process to the local level, 
creating space for Local Authorities to lead and innovate, and 
giving people the opportunity to take control of decisions that 
matter to them. The Localism Act includes a number of 
important packages. 
 

 The new act makes it easier for local people to take over 
the amenities they love and keep them part f local life; 

 The act makes sure that local social enterprises, 
volunteers and community groups with a bright idea for 
improving local services get a chance to change how 
things are done. 

 The act places significantly more influence in the hands 
of local people over issues that make a big difference to 
their lives. 

 The act provides appropriate support and recognition to 
communities who welcome new development. 

 The act reduces red tape, making it easier for authorities 
to get on with the job of working with local people to 
draw up a vision for their area’s future. 

 The act reinforces the democratic nature of the planning 
system passing power from bodies not directly to the 
public, to democratically accountable ministers. 

  The act enables Local Authorities to make their own 
decisions to adapt housing provision to local needs, and 
make the system fairer and more effective. 

 The act gives Local Authorities more control over the 
funding of social housing, helping them plan for the 

The Local Plan will 
need to reflect the 
principles of 
Localism as 
identified in the 
document. The 
Local Plan will need 
to incorporate the 
concept of 
Neighbourhood 
Planning, with the 
intention of giving 
neighbourhoods far 
more ability to 
determine the shape 
of the places in 
which people live.  

To ensure the 
concepts of the 
Localism Act are 
embedded within the 
framework 
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National Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

long- term. 
 
In relation to planning, the Localism Act enables the 
Government to abolish regional spatial strategies, introduce 
Neighbourhood Plans and Local Referendums. 
Plan/ Policy/ Programme 
There are no specific targets contained in The Localism Act.  

National Planning 
Policy Framework 
2012 

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out the national 
planning policies for England and how these are expected to 
be applied.  It sets out the Government’s requirements for the 
planning system only to the extent that it is relevant, 
proportionate and necessary to do so. 
 
The new simplified national planning policy framework (NPPF) 
to replace previous planning policy guidance and statements. It 
aims to support economic growth but also to promote strong 
communities and the need to protect and enhance the 
environment. The key principles include: 
 

 Support a genuinely plan- led system and plan positively 
for growth 

 Presumption in favour of sustainable development 

 Secure high quality design standards  

 Take account of the roles and character of different 
areas 

 Support transition to a low carbon future 

 Contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment and reducing pollution 

 Prioritising the use of previously developed land  

The Local Plan must 
be prepared in 
accordance with the 
NPPF. 

Ensure the 
requirements of  
national planning 
guidance are  
reflected in the SA 
Framework. 
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National Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

 Promote mixed use development  

 Conserve heritage assets 

 Manage patterns of growth to make full use of public 
transport, walling and cycling  

 Take account of and support local strategies to improve 
health, social and cultural wellbeing and deliver facilities 
and services to meet local needs.  

 

Technical 
Guidance to the 
National Planning 
Policy Framework 

The document gives additional guidance for local planning 
authorities to ensure the effective implementation for the 
planning policy set out in the NPPF on development in areas at 
risk of flooding and in relation to mineral extraction. 

The Local Plan will 
need to consistent 
with the guidance 
within this 
document. 

Ensure the 
requirements of  
national planning 
guidance are  
reflected in the SA 
Framework. 

Planning Policy for 
Traveller Sites 
(2012) 

The Governments planning policy for traveller sites which aims 
to: 

 Ensure local planning authorities make own assessment 
of need 

 Work collaboratively to meet need through identification 
of land setting pitch and plot targets 

 Plan for sites over a reasonable timescale 

 Promote more private traveller site provision 

 Reduce number of unauthorised developments 

 Ensure accessibility to services and facilities 

 Set criteria based policies 

The local plan 
needs policies and 
site allocations to 
support Gypsy and 
Travellers. 

Ensure the 
requirements of  
national planning 
guidance are  reflected 
in the SA Framework. 

Laying the 
Foundations: A 
Housing Strategy 

The Housing Strategy sets out a package of reforms to : 

 Get the housing market moving again 

 Lay the foundations for a more responsive, effective  

The local plan 
needs to have 
policies that help in 

To ensure the 
requirements of 
strategy are 



109 

National Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

for England, 
November 2011 

and stable housing market in the future 

 Support choice and quality for tenants 

 Improve environmental standards and design quality. 
The new strategy addresses concerns across the 
housing market making it easier to secure mortgages on 
new home, improving fairness in social housing and 
ensuring homes that have been left empty for years and 
are lived in once again. 

 
There is the target to deliver up to 100,000 new homes by 
freeing up public sector land with Build Now, pay later deals. 

the delivery of 
housing. 

embedded within the 
SA framework 

UK Government 
Sustainable 
Development 
Strategy: securing 
the Future March 
2005 

The Strategy sets out 5 principles for sustainable development: 

 Living within environmental limits; 

 Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society; 

 Achieving a sustainable economy; 

 Promoting good governance ; and  

 Using sound science responsibly. 
 

The strategy sets four priorities for action: 
 

 Sustainable consumption and production; 

 Climate change and energy; 

 Natural resource protection and environmental 
enhancement; 

 Sustainable communities 
The strategy commits to: 

 A programme of community engagement; 

 Forums to help people live sustainable lifestyles; 

The Local Plan 
should seek to 
deliver sustainable 
communities. These 
are places which:  

 Meet the 
diverse 
needs of 
existing and 
future 
residents 

 People want 
to live and 
work in 

 Are sensitive 
to their 
environment  

 Contribute to 

To ensure that the 
requirements of the 
study are embedded 
within the SA 
framework. 
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National Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

 Open and innovative ways for stakeholders to influence 
decision; educating and training 

 
The strategy sets no targets 

a high quality 
of life  

 Are safe and 
inclusive  

 Are well 
planned, built 
and run; and 

 Offer equality 
of opportunity 
and good 
services for 
all 

English Heritage 
Strategy 2011-
2015 

The strategy sets out five strategic aims: 
 
Understanding – Identify and protect our most important 
heritage  
 
Valuing-  Champion England’s heritage  
 
Caring- Support owns, local authorities 
 
Valuing - Champion England's heritage  
Caring - Support owners, local voluntary organisations and to 
look after England’s heritage.  
 
Enjoying - Help people appreciate and enjoy England's 
national story  
 
Excellence - Achieve excellence, openness and efficiency in all 

The local plan 
should contain a 
planning framework 
which safeguards 
the historic 
environment.  

To ensure that the 
requirements of the 
study are embedded 
within the SA 
framework. 
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National Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

we do 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Policy 
Statement EN1: 
Overarching  
Energy Policy 
Statement 

This policy document sets out government policy for the 
delivery of major planning applications for energy development. 
The document also specifies the criteria for waste 
management, traffic and transport , water quality and quantity, 
noise  and vibration, open spaces  and green infrastructure, the 
landscape , visual impact , dust flood risk, historic environment, 
odour, light, smoke/steam, insects, coastal change, aviation, 
biodiversity and geodiversity. 

The new Local Plan 
will need to be 
consistent with the 
National Policy 
Statement. 

To ensure that the 
requirements of 
national policy are 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 

National Policy 
Statement EN2 : 
Fossil Fuel 
Electricity 
Generating 
Infrastructure  

Taken with the overarching National Policy Statement for 
Energy, the statement provides the primary basis for decisions 
on major applications for nationally significant fossil fuel 
electricity generating facilities. 

The new Local Plan 
will need to be 
consistent with the 
National Policy 
Statement. 

To ensure that the 
requirements of 
national policy are 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 

 National Policy 
Statement EN3: 
Renewable  
Energy 
Infrastructure  

The statement provides the primary basis for decisions on 
major applications for nationally significant renewable energy 
infrastructure; this includes biomass ad waste combustion and 
onshore and offshore wind. 

The new Local Plan 
will need to be 
consistent with the 
National Policy 
Statement 

To ensure that the 
requirements of 
national policy are 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 

National Policy 
Statement EN4: 

Taken with the overarching national policy statement for 
energy, the statement provides the primary basis for decisions 

The Local Plan will 
need to consider 

To ensure that the 
requirements of 
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National Policy 
Statement for Gas 
Supply 
Infrastructure and 
Gas Oil pipelines.  

on major applications for gas supply infrastructure and gas and 
oil pipelines. 

and be consistent 
with the policies and 
objectives of the 
National Policy 
Statement where 
applicable. 

national policy are 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 

EN5: National 
Policy Statement 
for Electricity for 
Electricity 
Networks 
Infrastructure  

This statement provides the primary basis for decisions on 
major applications for electricity networks infrastructure.  

The Local Plan will 
need to consider 
and be consistent 
with the policies and 
objectives of the 
National Policy 
Statement where 
applicable. 

To ensure that the 
requirements of 
national policy are 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 

National Policy 
Statement EN6: 
Nuclear Power 
Generation  

This statement provides the primary basis for decisions on 
major planning applications for Nuclear Power infrastructure. 

The Local Plan will 
need to consider 
and be consistent 
with the policies and 
objectives of the 
National Policy 
Statement where 
applicable. 

To ensure that the 
requirements of 
national policy are 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 

Energy White 
Paper: Our Energy 
Future  

There are four aims in this document: 

 To put ourselves on a path to cut the United Kingdom 
carbon dioxide emissions- the main contributor to global 
warming- by some 60 % by about 2050, with real 
progress by 2020; 

 To maintain the reliability of energy supplies; 

 To promote competitive markets in the United Kingdom 

The Local Plan and 
its policies need to 
promote 
development that is 
energy efficient and 
increases the use 
and/ or availability 

To ensure that the 
requirements of the 
report are embedded 
within the SA 
Framework. 
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and beyond, helping to raise the rate of sustainable 
economic growth and to improve our productivity; and 

 To make sure that every home is adequately and 
affordably heated. 

The overall target is to seek a 20% reduction in carbon dioxide 
by 2010 and 60% by 2050. 

or renewable 
energy. 

National Policy 
Statement: Waste 
Water  

The National Policy Statement sets out Government Policy for 
the provision of major waste water infrastructure. It will be used 
by the decision makers as the primary basis for deciding 
development consent that fall within the definition of Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure projects as defined in the Planning 
Act 2008. 
 

The Local Plan will 
need to consider 
and be consistent 
with the policies and 
objectives of the 
National Policy 
Statement where 
applicable. 

To ensure that the 
requirements of 
national policy are 
embedded with SA 
framework   

The Nottingham 
Declaration  

Over 300 English authorities have signed the Nottingham 
declaration on climate change; the declaration is a commitment 
to tackle the cause sand impacts of climate change. 

The Local Plan 
should help address 
climate change 
issues. 

This declaration need 
s to be embedded 
within the SA 
framework 

National Policy 
Statement: 
Hazardous Waste  

Without sustainable management, hazardous waste may pose 
a risk to human health and the environment. We also need to 
manage our hazardous waste in a more sustainable way and 
ensure that where possible, we recycle and recover hazardous 
waste rather than sending it for disposal. The NPS was 
published by the Secretary of State and sets out the strategic 
need justification of government policy for the provision of such 
infrastructure. It will be used to guide decisions made by the 
planning inspectorate. 

The Local Plan will 
need to consider 
and be consistent 
with policies and 
objectives of the 
National Policy 
Statement. 

To ensure that the 
national policy is 
embedded within the 
SA framework.  

The Carbon Plan: 
Delivery our Local 

First published in December 2011, the Carbon Plan sets out 
the government’s plans for achieving the emissions reductions 

The new Melton 
Local Plan will need 

To ensure that the 
requirements of the 
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Carbon Future it committed to in the first four carbon budgets. 
 
Emissions in the UK must, by law, be cut by at least 80% of 
1990 by 2050. The UK was first to set its ambition in law and 
the Plan sets out progress to date. 
 
 

to include policies 
that reflect the 
targets within the 
Carbon Plan. 

Carbon delivery plan 
are embedded within 
the Sa framework. 

Safeguarding our 
Soils- A Strategy 
for England 

Soil is fundamental and essentially non-renewable natural 
resources, providing the essential link between the 
components that make up our environment. Soils vary hugely 
from region to region and even from field to field. They all 
perform a number of valuable functions or ecosystems services 
for society including: 

 Nutrient cycling 

 Water regulation 

 Carbon storage 

 Support  for biodiversity  and wildlife 

 Providing a platform for food and fibre production and 
infrastructure  

 
Soils in England continue to be degraded by human actions 
including intensive agriculture, historic levels of industrial 
pollution and urban development. This makes them vulnerable 
to erosion (by wind and water), compaction and loss of organic 
matter. As the climate (including temperature and rainfall 
patterns) changes in the future, it is likely soils have the 
potential to be further degraded. This will happen both as a 
result of the direct and indirect impacts of climate change, for 
example as land, managers adapt their practices and the crops 

The new Melton 
Local Plan will need 
to include policies 
on the safeguarding 
of soils. 

The requirements of 
the national strategy 
will need to be 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 
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they grow. 
 
Current practices focus on protecting English soils and the 
important ecosystem services they provide. Research is 
focused on addressing evidence gaps to adapt and refine 
these policies in order to strengthen protection and their 
resilience as the climate changes. A Soil Strategy for England 
sets out the current policy context on soils and a number of 
core objectives for policy and research. 

The Plan for 
Growth 2013 

The plan for growth, published alongside Budget 2011, and as 
part of the Autumn Statement 2011, announced a programme 
of structured reforms to remove barriers to growth for 
businesses and equip the UK to compete in the global race. 
These reforms span a range of policies including improving UK 
infrastructure, cutting red tape, root and  branch reform of the 
planning system and boosting trade and inward investment, to 
achieve the governments four ambitions for growth: 

 Creating the most competitive tax system in the G20 

 Encouraging investment and exports as a route to a m 
ore balanced economy  

 Making the UK the best place in Europe to start, fiancé 
and grow a business 

 Creating a more educated workforce that is the most 
flexible in Europe. 

The new Melton 
Local Plan policies 
will need to reflect 
the ambitions set 
out within the Plan 
for Growth 2013. 

The requirements with 
the Plan for Growth 
2013 will need to be 
embedded within the 
SA Framework. 

Biodiversity 2020: 
A strategy for 
England’s wildlife 
and ecosystem 
services 

The new, ambitious biodiversity strategy for England builds on 
the Natural Environment White Paper and provides a 
comprehensive picture of how we are implementing our 
international and EU commitments. 
 

The Local Plan will 
need to contain 
policies that protect 
biodiversity.  

The ambitions of the 
national strategy will 
need to be embedded 
within SA Framework. 
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It sets out the strategic direction for biodiversity policy for the 
next decade (including rivers and lakes) and at sea. 
 
It builds on the successful work that has gone before, but also 
seeks to deliver a real step change. 

Lifetime 
Neighbourhoods 

A national strategy for housing in an ageing society. February 
2008; Department of  
Communities and Local Government 

The policies and site 
allocations will need 
to reflect the 
requirements set out 
within the national 
strategy. 

The requirements of 
the national strategy 
will need to be 
reflected within the SA 
framework. 

National Planning 
Practice Guidance 

The National Planning Practice Guidance provides technical 
guidance on the following topic areas in order to support 
policies set out within the NPPF. 

 Advertisements 

 Air quality 

 Climate Change 

 Conserving and enhancing the historic environment  

 Design 

 Duty to cooperate 

 Ensuring  vitality of town centres 

 Hazardous substances 

 Health and wellbeing 

 Housing and economic development needs 

 Housing and economic land availability assessment 

 Land affected by contamination 

 Land stability 

 Light pollution 

The new Melton 
Local plan will need 
to reflect the 
guidance set out 
within the NPPG 

The principles and 
requirements of 
national policy will 
need to be embedded 
within the SA 
framework and 
appraisal. 
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 Minerals  

 Natural Environment  

 Noise 

 Open space, sports and recreation facilities, public 
rights of way and local green space 

 Renewable and low carbon energy 

 Rural Housing  

 Strategic environmental assessment and sustainability 
appraisal  

 Travel plans, transport assessments  

 Viability 

 Water supply, wastewater and water quality 
 

UK Biomass 
Strategy 2007 

The Governments strategy for biomass is intended to: 

 Realise a major expansion in the supply and use of 
biomass in the UK 

 Facilitate the development of a competitive and 
sustainable market and supply chain 

 Promote innovation and low-carbon technology 
development so biomass can deliver relatively higher 
energy yields 

 Contribute to overall environmental benefits and health 
of ecosystems through the achievement of multiple 
benefits from land use 

 Facilitate a shift towards a bio-economy through 
sustainable growth and development of biomass use for 
fuels and renewable materials  

 Maximise the potential of biomass to contribute to the 

The policies within 
the new Melton 
Local Plan will have 
to reflect the 
principles of the UK 
Biomass Strategy 
2007. In order to 
contribute to 
Facilitate a shift 
towards a bio-
economy through 
sustainable growth 
and development of 
biomass use for 
fuels and renewable 

The principles will 
need to be embedded 
within the SA 
Framework. 
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delivery of our climate change and energy policy goals; 
to reduce CO2 emissions, and achieve a secure, 
competitive and affordable supply of fuel. 

 

materials  
 

UK Bioenergy 
Strategy 2012 

It is widely recognised that bioenergy has an important role to 
play if the UK is to meet its low carbon objectives by 2050. 
Excluding biomass from the energy mix would significantly 
increase the cost of decarbonising our energy system- an 
increase estimated by recent analysis at £44 billion. As set out 
in the 2011 UK Renewable Energy Roadmap, bioenergy is also 
an important part f the Governments plans to meet the 
Renewable energy Directive objectives in 2020. 
 
The UK Government has a responsibility to ensure that its 
policies only support bioenergy use in the right circumstances. 
This strategy is based on four principles which will act as a 
framework for future government policy on bioenergy. 
In summary the four principles state that: 

 Policies that support bioenergy should deliver genuine 
carbon reductions that help meet UK carbon emissions 
objectives to 2050 and beyond. 

 Support for bioenergy should make a cost effective 
contribution to UK carbon emission objectives in the 
context of the overall energy goals. 

 Support for bioenergy should aim to maximise the 
overall benefits and minimise costs (quantifiable and 
non-quantifiable) across the economy. 

 At regular time intervals and when policies promote 
significant additional demand for bioenergy in the UK, 

The principles of the 
Bioenergy Strategy 
2012 will need to be 
reflected within the 
new Melton Local 
Plan policies. 

The principles of the 
strategy will need to be 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 
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beyond that envisaged by current use, policy makers 
should assess and respond to the impacts of this 
increased deployment on other areas, such as food 
security and biodiversity. 

Government 
Review  
of Waste Policy in  
England 2011 

As part of a more sustainable approach to the use of materials, 
delivering environmental benefits and supporting economic 
growth, we will: 

 Prioritise efforts to manage waste in line with the waste 
hierarchy and reduce the carbon impact of waste; 

 Develop a range of measures  to encourage waste 
prevention and reuse, supporting greater resource 
efficiency;  

 Develop voluntary approaches to cutting waste, 
increase recycling, and improve the overall quality of 
recycled material, working closely with business sectors 
and the waste and material resources industry; 

 Consult on the case for higher packaging recovery 
targets for some key materials; 

 Support energy from waste where appropriate , and for 
waste which cannot be recycled; 

 Work to overcome the barriers to increasing the energy 
from waste which Anaerobic Digestion provide, as set 
out in the new AD strategy; 

 Consult on restricting wood waste from landfill and 
review the case for restrictions on sending other 
materials to landfill. 
 

To improve the service to Householders and Businesses while 
delivering environmental benefits and supporting growth we 

 
The new Melton 
Local Plan policies 
will be required to 
incorporate the 
objectives of the 
national waste 
policy. In order to 
encourage the 
reduction of waste 
and the reuse of 
materials. 

  
The objectives of the 
national waste policy 
will be required to be 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 
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will: 

 Support initiatives which reward and recognise people 
who do the right thing to reduce , reuse and recycle their 
waste; 

 Work with councils to increase the frequency and quality 
of rubbish collections and make it easier to recycle; 

 Encourage councils to sig the new Recycling an Waste 
Services Commitment, setting out the principles they will 
follow in delivering local waste services; 

 Protect civil liberties by stopping councils from 
criminalising householders for trivial bin offices, while 
ensuring that stronger powers exist to tackle those 
responsible for fly tipping and serious waste crime; 

 Support councils and the waste from smaller 
businesses; 

 Reduce the burden of regulation and enforcement on 
legitimate business, but target those who persistently 
break the law. 

 
 

National Water 
Policy  

Our vision for water policy and management is one where, by 
2030 at the latest, we have: 

 Improved the quality of our water environment and the 
ecology which it supports, and continued to provide 
levels of drinking water quality from our taps; 

 Sustainably managed risks from flooding and coastal 
erosion, with greater understanding and more effective 
management of surface water; 

The new Melton 
Local Plan policies 
will need to reflect 
the national policy. 
In order to improve 
the quality of our 
water environment. 

The objectives of the 
National Water Policy 
must be embedded 
within the SA 
Framework. 
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 Ensured a sustainable use of water resources, and 
implemented fair, affordable and cost-reflective water 
charges; 

 Cut greenhouse gas emissions; and  

 Embedded continuous adaptation to climate change and 
other pressures across the water industry and water 
users. 

2. Water is essential for life. It is vital for our health and well-
being, drinking and sanitation, and for agriculture, industry and 
transportation. Beyond these uses, water brings countless 
other benefits to society. We use it to swim in, sail on, water 
our gardens, and take pleasure in the plants and animals that 
depend on it. Our health and environment are dependent on a 
sustainable use of water as well as an effective waste water 
infrastructure. 
 
3. Meandering rivers and functioning floodplains can hold water 
on the land, keeping it out of homes in times of flood. At the 
same time, they create a landscape which people can enjoy 
and where wildlife can flourish. Protecting these precious 
systems is important for us and future generations.  
 
4. Historically, water management has been driven by human 
health concerns, followed by considerations of availability for 
supply. Over time, this has given us extensive and effective 
systems for clean water and wastewater. Our drinking water 
quality is among the best in the world, and almost all our 
bathing waters consistently reach the mandatory EU 
standards. 
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5. But, despite huge improvements, we will have environmental 
water quality problems, a need to maintain the infrastructure – 
some of which dates back to Victorian times- and pressures on 
the supply-demand balance I certain parts of the country. And 
of course, water in the wrong places at the wrong time can be 
devastating, as demonstrated by last summer’s floods.  
 
6. We must secure a sustainable water supply and demand 
balance. This means limiting and even reducing our water 
consumption, while not ruling out new supply infrastructure. It 
means reducing the environmental impacts of abstracting, 
distributing and treating the water we drink, and the impacts of 
collecting and treating our wastewater before returning it to the 
natural environment. It also means reducing the negative 
impacts of a whole range of human behaviours and activities 
on our water resources. Some of these actions and 
investments lead to costs for water companies and bill 
increases for consumers. Affordability concerns need to be 
taken into account. 
 
7. Wasting water means wasting a resource whose seasonal 
and regional availability is finite, and it means wasting the 
energy required to supply, treat and heat it and to remove and 
treat wastewater. We need to value our water more.  
 
8. More pressure will be put on our water resources from 
changes in population, household formulation and 
development, and lifestyles. Government has ambitious new 
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housing agenda, to meet the demand for housing in the places 
where people want to live. However, in most cases, these 
places coincide with areas where there is already a lot of 
pressure on our water resources. 
 
9. Climate change is already a major pressure. With 
predictions for the UK of rising temperatures, wetter winters, 
drier summers, more intense rainfall events and greater climate 
variability, we can expect to experience higher water demand, 
more widespread water stress with increased risk of drought, 
more water quality problems, as well a more extreme  
downpours with a higher risk of flooding. If we are to maintain 
our quality of life while protecting the environment, we must 
take action now. 
 
10. Water use also produces greenhouse gas emissions that 
contribute to climate change. These come from the water 
industry, primarily from treating and supplying water and 
disposing of wastewater, and from water use more widely. We 
must mitigate climate change by taking action to reduce these 
emissions wherever possible. However, and more generally, 
the impacts of historic actions are already inevitable. Even if all 
greenhouse gas emissions stopped today, we would still have 
around 40 years of warming and another century of rising sea 
levels. The need for adaptation to climate change as well as 
mitigation is therefore unquestionable. We need to ensure that 
climate change considerations, using the best available 
evidence, are fully integrated in all water policy management.  
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11. We are currently developing a strategic approach to 
adaptation. This will be delivered through the Climate Change 
Bill, which will provide the legislative structure. The 
Government’s Adaptation  
Policy Framework will set out our vision and work programme 
for adaptation in the UK. We will take  
a responsive and regionally based approach, recognising that 
impacts are experienced at the local  
level and that we need to work with communities to ensure 
locally appropriate responses to climate change. 
12. It is clear that the Government alone cannot deliver the 
changes needed to adapt our water management to the 
changing climatic conditions. Everyone must play their part and 
work together. By doing so we can help drive innovation and 
share best practice to ensure that we are prepared for the 
future. 
 
13. This document provides a clear direction for England and 
sets the long term vision of where we want the water sector to 
be by 2030. The work of the Defra-funded UK Climate Impacts 
Programme will inform and help shape this vision. A new set of 
future climate change projections, UKCIP08, will be launched 
later this year and will indicate the likelihood of different 
changes in precipitation and other climate variables across the 
UK up to 2100. These projections will be a publicly available 
interactive resource, with customised user outputs to help 
decision makers in assessing the risks from climate change to 
their operations. 
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14. The Planning Policy Statement on climate change, recently 
published by Communities and Local  
Government (CLG), sets a clear direction to ensure local 
authorities have regard to changing climatic conditions. It will 
be accompanied by detailed guidance to ensure regional 
spatial strategies and development strategies take climate 
change impacts and adaptation needs fully into account.  
 
15. Underpinning the direction from a water supply perspective 
will be the new statutory water resources management plans. 
These are discussed in Chapter 3 and will provide a 
responsive framework for action at the local or regional level, 
through which water companies will meet challenges over the 
next 25 years. 
 
16. Future Water builds on and replaces the previous strategy 
for water, Directing the Flow2 
 and it’s  action points, to which we remain committed. This 
new strategy will help us realise all our water  
commitments while contributing to two key Public Service 
Agreements: 
• securing a healthy natural environment for the future, for 
which water availability and quality  
are key, and for which we have developed an ecosystems 
approach action plan3  to ensure  
integrated delivery; and  
• leading the global effort to avoid dangerous climate change. 
 
17. Future Water outlines a strategic and integrated approach 
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to the sustainable management of our water resources, for the 
public water supply as well as for the provision of healthy 
ecosystems and the services they provide. Achieving the vision 
will have social, environmental and economic implications, 
which we need to address. 
 
18. In addition, the Government’s objectives for the marine 
environment are for clean, healthy, safe and biologically 
diverse oceans and seas. Here too, through a Marine Bill, we 
are working to establish new strategic marine planning, 
management and environmental protection arrangements. This 
will allow us to achieve optimum environmental, social and 
economic benefit from our marine resources and the marine 
area. We also have a developing strategy for flood and coastal 
erosion risk management, Making Space for Water, which is 
discussed in Chapter 6.  
 
19. A number of documents and measures will play a 
significant role in delivering this vision.  
These include: 
• statutory Social and Environmental Guidance to Ofwat, which 
we are publishing in draft  alongside this strategy for 
consultation and which will set out key social and 
environmental  policy areas to which Ofwat is expected to 
contribute in carrying out its role as economic  
regulator of the water industry; 
• the Statement of Obligations which was issued in December 
2007 and brings together the  key environmental and drinking 
water legislation applying to water and sewerage undertakers.  



127 

National Plans, Policies and Programmes 

Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

It aims to be a helpful checklist to water and sewerage 
undertakers and regulators as they prepare for Ofwat’s periodic 
review of water price limits (PR09); 
• River Basin Management Plans produced under the Water 
Framework Directive 2000/60/ 
EC, which will determine specific environmental objectives at a 
river basin district level and the measures to achieve them. 
These plans will be subject to consultation in 2008 and  
finalised in 2009; and 
• Water Resources Management Plans, which have now been 
placed on a statutory basis,  and which will allow each water 
company to set out how it will meet water demand up to  
2035 and deal with factors such as changes in climate and 
population. Draft plans will be subject to consultation this 
summer and finalised in 2009.  
20. This strategy sets out our vision and key priorities for water. 
Individual policy initiatives will now be developed with full public 
consultation and be subject to impact assessments where 
appropriate.  Value for money and affordability, as well as 
environmental impact, are key criteria in such assessments.  
Each of the policies discussed in the strategy will also be 
subject to the usual process of monitoring and final evaluation. 
We will work with partners to do this. The outcomes of these 
evaluations will be actively disseminated so that lessons can 
be learned about what is working, where and why. 
21. This is a strategy for England. Water policy and the 
application of EU Directives are devolved matters. We continue 
to work closely with our Welsh, Scottish and Northern Irish 
counterparts, particularly in catchments where there are cross-
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border waters such as rivers, lakes, coastal and ground waters. 
 
 

The Climate 
Change Act 2008 

The Climate Change Act was passed in 2008 and established 
a framework to develop an economically credible emissions 
reduction path. It also strengthened the UK’s leadership 
internationally by highlighting the role it would take in 
contributing to urgent collective action to tackle climate change 
under the Kyoto Protocol.  
 
The Climate Change Act includes the following: 

 2050 target. The act commits the UK to reducing 
emissions by at least 80% in 2050 from 1990 levels. 
This target was based on advice from the CCC report: 
Building a Low- carbon Economy. The 80% target 
includes GHG emissions from the devolved 
administrations, which currently accounts for around 
20% of the UK’s total emissions. 

 Carbon Budgets. The Act requires the Government to 
set legally binding ‘carbon budgets’. A carbon budget is 
a cap on the amount of greenhouse gases emitted in the 
UK over a five-year period. The Committee provides 
advice on the appropriate level of carbon budget which 
are designed to reflect cost path to achieving the long 
terms objectives. The first four carbon budgets have 
been put into legislation and run up to 2027. 

 

The new Melton 
Local Plan policies 
must reflect the 
objectives of The 
Climate Change 
Act, in order to 
contribute to 
reducing UK carbon 
emissions. 
 

The objectives of The 
Climate Change Act 
will need to be 
embedded within the 
SA Framework. 

Heritage 
Protection Review 

The proposals in this White Paper reflect the importance of the 
heritage protection system in preserving our heritage for 

The new Melton 
Local Plan policies 

The objectives set out 
within the Heritage 
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White Paper 
(2007)  

people to enjoy now and in the future. They are based around 
three core 
principles: 
• Developing a unified approach to the historic environment; 
• Maximising opportunities for inclusion and involvement; and 
• Supporting sustainable communities by putting 
the historic environment at the heart of an effective planning 
system 

will need to ensure 
that they protect the 
Borough’s heritage 
assets. 

Protection Review 
White Paper (2007) 
are embedded within 
the SA Framework. 

The Air Quality 
Strategy for 
England (2007) 
vol. 1 

The Air Quality Strategy sets out a way forward for work and 
planning on air quality issues by setting out the air quality 
standards and objectives to be achieved. It introduces a new 
policy  
framework for tackling fine particles, and identifies potential 
new national policy measures which  modelling indicates could 
give further health benefits and move closer towards meeting 
the Strategy's objectives. Objectives: Further improve air 
quality in the UK from today and long term.  
Provide benefits to health, quality of life and the environment.  

The new Melton 
Local Plan policies 
will need to work 
towards further 
improving air quality 
in the UK.   

The objectives of The 
Air Quality Strategy for 
England will need to 
embedded within the 
SA Framework. 

Working with the 
grain of nature – A 
Biodiversity 
Strategy for 
England 

This Strategy seeks to protect and improve the rural, urban, 
marine and global environment and lead on the integration of 
these with other policies across Government and 
internationally. It sets out  
a programme for the next five years to make the changes 
necessary to conserve, enhance and work with the grain of 
nature and ecosystems rather than against them. Objectives: 
Agriculture: encouraging the management of farming and 
agricultural land so as to conserve and enhance biodiversity as 
part of the Government’s Sustainable Food and Farming 
Strategy.  

Reversing the long-
term decline in the 
number of farmland 
birds by 2020, as 
measured annually 
against underlying 
trends. 
 
Minimise loss of 
biodiversity when  
allocating sites for 

Ensure that the policy  
objectives are 
reflected in the  
SA Framework 
objectives. 
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Plan/ Policy/ 
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into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

Water: aiming for a whole catchment approach to the wise, 
sustainable use of water and wetlands. 
 
Woodland: managing and extending woodland so as to 
promote enhanced biodiversity and quality of life. 
 Marine and coastal management: so as to achieve the 
sustainable use and management of our coasts and seas using 
natural processes and the ecosystem-based approach. 
Urban areas: where biodiversity needs to become a part of the 
development of policy on sustainable communities and urban 
green space and the built environment. 

development. 

Energy Act 2008 
 

The Act works towards a number of policy objectives including 
carbon emissions reduction, security of supply, and competitive 
energy markets. Objectives: Electricity from Renewable 
Sources: changes to Renewables Obligation  
(RO), designed to increase renewables generation, as well as 
the effectiveness of the RO.  
Feed in tariffs for small scale, low carbon generators of 
electricity. Smart meters: the Act mandates a roll-out of smart 
meters to medium sized businesses over the next five years.  
Renewable heat incentives: the establishment of a financial 
support mechanism for those generating heat from renewable 
sources. 
 
 
 

Policies and Site 
Allocations will have 
to ensure a positive 
contribution in 
meeting the climate 
change challenge 
by capitalising on 
renewable and low 
carbon energy  
opportunities and 
adaptation 
measures which 
reduce the threat of 
climate change.  

Ensure SA objectives 
seek to maximise use 
of renewable and low 
carbon energy 
opportunities and 
minimising reliance on 
fossil fuels. 

 
 
Water for Life and 

 
This document set out the Environment Agency's  strategy to 
implement the European Water  

 
New Melton Local 
Plan policies should 

 
Consideration of water 
related  
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into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

Livelihoods: A 
Strategy for River 
Basin Planning 
(Environment 
Agency, 2006) 

Framework Directive (WFD) by managing water based on river 
basin planning. Objectives: Reduce pollution, prevent 
deterioration and improve the condition of aquatic ecosystems 
including wetlands. Promote the sustainable use of water. Help 
reduce the effects of floods and droughts. Address other 
challenges such as climate change, sustainable development 
and other water-based activities in a more strategic and 
integrated manner. To make the planning and decision making 
process transparent and fair, and to encourage all stakeholders 
to contribute. 

promote efficient 
use of water in new 
developments and 
good management 
of water resources. 

issues within the SA  
Framework. 

Green 
Infrastructure and 
the Urban Fringe 
(Natural England, 
2009) 

Promotes the concept of multifunctionality – the integration and 
interaction of different activities on the same parcel of land. 
The Countryside In and Around Towns programme 
acknowledges Green Infrastructure as a key mechanism for 
delivering regional and local change. The strategy promotes 
regional coalitions to pool resources, regional stocktakes to 
examine the extent, state and potential of the GI, influencing 
RSS and LDFs, putting forward exemplar projects as examples 
of good practice to learn from. 

Polices and Site 
Allocations to 
deliver new green 
infrastructure and 
enhancement of 
existing assets in 
and around new 
developments to 
contribute to better 
quality, 
multifunctional 
environments. 

Ensure the concept of 
green  
infrastructure is 
promoted  
through the SA 
Framework 

Water for Life and 
Livelihoods: A 
Strategy for River 
Basin Planning 
(Environment 
Agency, 2006) 

This document set out the Environment Agency's strategy to 
implement the European Water Framework Directive (WFD) by 
managing water based on river basin planning. Objectives: 
Reduce pollution, prevent deterioration and improve the 
condition of aquatic ecosystems including wetlands. Promote 
the sustainable use of water. Help reduce the effects of floods 
and droughts.  

Melton local plan 
policies should 
promote efficient 
use of water in new 
developments and 
good  
management of 

Consideration of water 
related  
issues within the SA  
Framework. 
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SA 

Address other challenges such as climate change, sustainable 
development and other water-based activities in a more 
strategic and integrated manner. To make the planning and 
decision making process transparent and fair, and to 
encourage all stakeholders to contribute. 

water resources 

National 
Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan 2013  

The government is committed to strong and balanced 
economic growth, underpinned by sustainable public finances 
and an economy in which success is spread evenly across 
different regions and sectors. The government’s infrastructure 
strategy supports that broader commitment. 
 
Infrastructure must strengthen and drive the economy, create 
jobs and act as a key enable for future economic development 
and rising living standards across the whole country. That is 
why government is taking steps to address the legacy of 
historic under-investment and short-term thinking in our key 
infrastructure sectors. It is also why it is acting now to maintain 
and upgrade our existing networks, and ensure that the UK has 
the infrastructure it needs to support future economic growth. 
 
The governments ambition is to equip the UK with world-class 
infrastructure, which rivals that of all its OECD counterparts in 
every sector and ensures the country can compete in the 
global race. Infrastructure is the backbone of any modern, 
successful and competitive economy, which will require: 

 An integrated transport system that provides reliable, 
cost effective domestic and international connections for 
organisations and individuals. 

 Digital networks that enable us to access crucial 

The Melton Local 
Plan objectives and 
policies should 
support the delivery 
of infrastructure to 
support new 
development. 

To ensure that 
infrastructure delivery 
in embedded within 
the SA Framework 
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Plan/ Policy/ 
Programme 

Objectives and Requirements How to incorporate 
into the Local Plan 

Implications for the 
SA 

information and resources , and communicate with each 
other and people across the world from our homes and 
work places on the move 

 Sustainable, reliable and affordable energy, water and 
waste networks that mean we have sufficient energy 
and clean water and protection from the consequences 
of flooding and climate change. 
 

In addition, the government increasingly see science, research 
and innovation as a core element of our overall infrastructure 
strategy, recognising that our ability to drive and embrace 
change will be crucial to our ability to compete successfully on 
a global stage. For that reason, the National Infrastructure Plan 
2013 brings investments related to science and innovation into 
its lists of its top priority investments for the first time. 

Waste Strategy 
2000 

In response to the demands of the Landfill Directive, and other 
European directives on waste, the Government produced a 
National Waste Strategy in May 2000 [1] which sets out its 
views on the future for waste management in England and 
Wales. This briefing highlights the main points of the Waste 
Strategy. 
 
- The Waste Hierarchy places reduction at the top, as the most 
preferable option for managing waste. This is followed by re-
use, then recovery through recycling, composting and energy 
recovery, and lastly disposal. It 
is important to note that the strategy states that 
“incineration with energy recovery should not be considered 
before the opportunities for recycling and composting have 

 
The new Melton 
Local Plan policies 
will be required to 
incorporate the 
objectives of the 
national waste 
policy. In order to 
encourage the 
reduction of waste 
and the reuse of 
materials. 

The objectives of the 
national waste policy 
will be required to be 
embedded within the 
SA framework. 
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SA 

been explored.”  
- The Proximity Principle requires waste to be disposed of as 
close to the place of production as possible. This 
avoids passing the environmental costs of waste management 
to communities which are not responsible for its generation. It 
also reduces the environmental costs of transporting waste.  
- Self-sufficiency. Waste should not be exported from the 
UK for disposal, and waste planning authorities and the 
waste management industry should aim, wherever 
practicable, for regional self-sufficiency in managing waste. 
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Plan/Policy/ Programme Objectives and 
Requirements  

How to incorporate into the 
Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

Water for life and livelihoods. 
River Basin Management Plan 
Humber River Basin District  

The plan sits within the context 
of the Water Framework 
Directive and is about the 
pressures facing the water 
environment in the Humber 
River Basin district and the 
actions that will address them.  

 By 2015, 14 per cent of 
surface waters (rivers, 
lakes estuaries and 
coastal waters) in this 
river basin district are 
going to improve for at 
least biological, 
chemical or physical 
element. 

 19 per cent of surface 
waters will be at good 
or better ecological 
status/potential and 32 
per cent of groundwater 
bodies will be at good 
status by 2015.  

 By 2015: 
- 9% of rivet and lake 

bodies at good 
ecological status  

- 33% assesses at 

The Local Plan policies should 
support the water 
management plan.  

 The SA Framework and 
appraisal need to reflect the 
actions of the Water for Life 
and Livelihoods. River Basin 
Management Plan Humber 
River Basin. 
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good or high 
biological status 

- 100% assessed at 
good chemical 
status 

- 9% at good status 
overall 

- 2% improving for 
one or more element 
in rivers 

 
Some of the key actions for 
this catchment  

 Working with British 
Waterways, Leicester 
County Council, Angling 
clubs and Inlands 
Waterways Association 
to remove floating 
Pennywort from the 
River Soar. 

 Improve sewage works 
at locations throughout 
the catchment to reduce 
the input of nutrients 
and improve water 
quality. 

 Work with Severn Trent 
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Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

Water Ltd to reduce the 
number of 
misconnections within 
the connection.  

 
Groundwater  2015  
% of good quantitative status 
89% 
%assessed at good chemical 
status 33% 
33% at good status overall 
  
 

East Midlands Employment 
land Study 2010 

The main aims for the study 
were as follows: 

1. To critically appraise 
the methodology and 
findings of the range of 
employment land 
studies in the East 
Midlands; 

2. To identify where gaps 
exist; 

3. To identify examples of 
good practice; and  

4. To make 
recommendations for 
any future region-wide 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
will need to reflect the findings 
of the Employment Land Study 
2010 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal  will need to reflect 
the recommendations of the 
Employment Land Study 2010. 



138 

Regional  Plans, Policies and Programmes  

Plan/Policy/ Programme Objectives and 
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Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

employment land study, 
which builds on the 
findings of this study. 

 
In general terms, the study 
concluded that the 36 district 
with an ELR can generally rely 
upon studies that conform with 
the 2004 ODPM guidance and 
which have been undertaken 
in a generally consistent and 
methodically robust manner. 
As might be expected, almost 
all of the ELRs are deficient to 
a greater or lesser degree in 
terms of PPS4  compliance; 
this is not a reflection of any 
fundamental flaws in  the 
ELRs at the time that were 
initially undertake, but relates 
to their completion before 
PPS4’s publication. With 
regard to regional consistency, 
the prevalence of sub-regional 
studies ensures that land 
requirements generally take 
into account the needs of 
adjoining districts.  
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Plan/Policy/ Programme Objectives and 
Requirements  

How to incorporate into the 
Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

It is, however, clear that the 
impacts of the recession have 
not been fully taken into 
account by many of the 
studies, with many planning for 
a return to ‘business as usual’. 
Often only one method is used 
for estimating future 
requirements, rather than a 
range of complementary 
approaches, with no consistent 
approach used across the 
region, and there appears to 
be some confusion regarding 
what constitutes a net or gross 
land requirement.  

Low Carbon Energy 
Opportunities and Heat 
Mapping for Local Planning 
Areas Across the East 
Midlands 

The report sets out an 
evidence base of technical 
potential for renewable and 
low carbon energy 
technologies within the East 
Midland. It aims to assist local 
planning authorities across the 
East Midlands in developing 
well-founded policies and 
strategies that support low 
carbon energy deployment up 
to 2030. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and potential site 
allocations for renewable 
energy will need to reflect the 
findings of the Low Carbon 
Opportunities and Heat 
Mapping for Local Planning 
Areas Across the East 
Midlands reports. 

The SA objectives and SA 
appraisal need to reflect the 
objectives of the Low Carbon 
energy opportunities and Heat 
Mapping for Local Planning 
Areas Across the East 
Midlands report. 
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The four key objectives of the 
project were: 

1. To identify and map low 
carbon and renewable 
energy resources and 
opportunities across the 
East Midlands, following 
the methodology 
published by the 
Department of Climate 
Change (DECC) 
Department for 
Communities and Local 
Government (CLG)- 
‘Renewable and Low 
Carbon energy capacity 
methodology for the 
English Regions (2020) 

2. To prepare heat maps 
for each local authority 
area within the East 
Midlands illustrating 
local heat and demand 
and supply. 

3. To provide 
recommendations on 
locations with a high 
potential for district 
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heating and the use of 
waste heat and more 
detailed heat mapping 
for these locations. 

4. To provide generic 
guidance and specific 
examples of how the 
renewable and low 
carbon energy 
resources and 
opportunities identified 
can be used to 
formulate local planning 
policies.  

East Midlands Food and Drink 
Sector Strategy 2008 

The overall vision : 

 A climate which 
encourages businesses 
to start, develop and 
remain in the East 
Midlands 

 Sufficient labour supply 
of the required skill 
levels 

 Increasing market share 
both within and outside 
the UK. 

 This means that 
companies should be 

The vision for the East 
Midlands Food and Drink 
Strategy will need to be 
reflected in the new Melton 
Local Plan vision, objectives 
and supporting vision.  

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the vision and objectives of the 
strategy. 
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encouraged to focus on 
added value markets as 
a mechanism to 
increase market shire  

 Profitability derived from 
efficiencies, productivity 
and reasonable price 
increases. 

 
Severn Trent Water Resource 
Management Plan (June 2010) 

The overall aim of our supply / 
demand strategy is to achieve 
and maintain the level of 
headroom necessary to 
ensure we can deliver our 
target levels of service at least 
cost to customers, whilst 
minimizing the impact on the 
environment. We plan to do 
this in part by reducing 
leakage and managing the 
demand for water, and partly 
by developing new resources.  
 In the long term, our strategy 
is to make better use of our 
existing resources by 
maximising their sustainable 
use and further integrating our 
network. This strategy is 
aligned with our supply 

The new Melton Local Plan 
must emphasise the 
significance of  
water efficiency in new 
development. 

Water efficiency to be  
incorporated as part of the 
decision making criteria. 
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resilience plans and our water 
supply investments will provide 
both resilience and supply / 
demand benefits.  
Our final plan has been 
prepared on the basis that 
annual leakage targets should 
not be allowed to rise in future. 
It is clear from feedback  
on the draft plan that a 
strategy of allowing leakage 
targets to rise is unacceptable 
to our customers, our 
stakeholders and to 
Government.  
  
Our policy of not allowing 
future leakage targets to rise is 
in line with the ambitions set 
out in our  
Strategic Direction Statement. 
The impact of this policy 
decision on investment is that 
more mains renewal will be 
needed in the short term to 
prevent leakage deterioration 
in the longer term.  
 Outlined below are the 
strategic objectives that have 
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Implications for the SA 

shaped our Water Resources 
Management  
Plan. These objectives are 
aligned with our 2010-2035 
Strategic Direction Statement, 
and form part  
of the assessment criteria 
used in the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment of 
the WRMP.  
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Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

6Cs Congestion Management 
Study (2008) 

The 6cs Congestion 
Management study was led by 
a partnership of three city 
councils and three county 
councils from the East 
Midlands, collectively known 
as the 6C’s. The 6C’s were 
supported in the study by the 
Highways Agency, East 
Midlands Development 
Agency, GOEM and the 
Department for Transport.  
 
The overall aims of the study 
were: 

 To investigate the 
extent and severity of 
traffic congestion over 
the next 10 to 20 years 
and the effects that it 
may have on the local 
economy and on local 
people; and 

To research how, in the 
medium to long term future, 
congestion could be managed 
and reduced across the sub 

The new Melton Local Plan will 
need to reflect the findings of 
the 6Cs Congestion 
Management Study (2008). 

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the management of congestion 
within the Borough. 
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region. 

6Cs Green Infrastructure 
Strategy (2010) 

Strategic Objectives: 
 
1. Promote an inspirational 
vision to encourage the 
support of local  
communities and decision-
makers for GI principles.  
 
2. Promote a common 
approach to GI planning 
across boundaries by local 
authorities and partners to 
deliver an inter-connected 
multifunctional network 
connecting existing and new 
communities. 
 
3. Promote the direct and 
indirect  
economic and social, as well 
as  
environmental, benefits of GI  
investment to senior decision 
makers in both the public and 
private sectors, including 
volume house-builders. 
 
4. Promote a planned 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
should reflect the strategic 
objectives of the Green 
Infrastructure Study (2010) 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal should be reflective 
of the strategy. 
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approach to the long-term 
funding and management of 
GI. 
 
5. Promote partnership 
approaches to the innovative 
design, delivery and 
management of GI at the sub-
regional, city and local scales 
to strengthen the connectivity 
of GI assets. 
 
6. Develop robust delivery 
plans,  
evidence and analysis to justify  
investment in the scale, 
location and type of GI 
provision required to meet 
future needs in growth 
locations across the 6Cs sub-
region.  
 
7. Promote the planning of GI 
networks as an integral feature 
of the design and layout of all 
major new developments 
 
8. Promote retrofitting of GI in 
urban environments.  
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9. Promote GI as a solution to 
sustainable water 
management as a means of 
addressing water quality and 
resource issues and as an 
approach to adapting to and 
mitigating against the effects of 
climate change. 
 
10. Stimulate development of 
GI policies and allocations in 
Local Development 
Documents that respond to 
locally identified needs and 
sub-regional, regional and 
national priorities. 
 
11. Reflect GI needs in the 
strategic visions of Local 
Strategic Partnerships and 
Sustainable Community 
Strategies and  
related Multi Area and Local 
Area  
Agreement targets. 
 
12. Promote the protection and  
management of landscape 



149 

County Plans, Policies and Programmes  

Plan/Policy /Programme  Objectives and 
Requirements  

How to incorporate into the 
Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

character to provide enhanced 
landscape settings for the built 
environment and to ensure that 
new development and GI 
relates to landscape character, 
place and context. 
 
13. Promote the protection and  
management of natural and 
cultural heritage, including 
archaeological sites, historic 
landscapes, geodiversity and 
industrial heritage. 
 
14. Reverse the decline in 
biodiversity by countering 
habitat fragmentation through 
investment in substantial 
habitat restoration and 
creation, informed by 
biodiversity opportunity 
mapping methods 

Leicester and Leicestershire 
Employment Land Update 
2012 

The objectives of the study 
were to:  
● Provide a policy context  
● Update forecasts of demand 
for office, industrial and  
warehousing development land 
at the district, PUA and  

The findings of this report will 
need to be reflected in the new 
Melton Local Plan policies and 
site allocations. 

The recommendations of this 
report will feed into the SA 
Framework and appraisal. 
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Leicester and Leicestershire 
Housing Market Area (HMA) 
levels;  
● Update data on the supply of 
office, industrial and 
warehousing  
development land at the 
district, PUA and Leicester and  
Leicestershire HMA levels;  
● Undertake gap analyses to 
identify market areas of 
oversupply  
and gaps in the provision of 
office, industrial and 
warehousing  
development; and  
● Make recommendations on 
the potential phasing of sites,  
allocation of sites and potential 
measures to bring forward 
development. 

Leicester and Leicestershire 
HMA Growth Infrastructure 
Assessment 

The assessment shows, at a 
high level, the infrastructure 
requirements that arise from 
growth; how much this 
infrastructure costs; its funding, 
and implications for delivery.  

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations will 
need to go to reflect the 
findings of this report. 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the findings of the 
Assessment. 

Leicester and Leicestershire 
Housing Requirements Project 

The Housing Requirements 

Study is a technical piece of 

The overall findings of this 
report will be reflected within 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal will need to reflected 
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2011 work which has included the 

development of various 

projections for housing 

requirements taking account of 

demographic trends and 

considering how this might 

relate to alternative scenarios 

for employment growth. It is 

intended that this technical 

work will become part of the 

extensive evidence base to 

inform the preparation and 

review of Local Plans. 

The approach taken is based 

on interrogating demographic 

dynamics and assessing the 

implications of changes in 

migration and the economy. 

The different scenarios are 

based on those set in the 

original brief, and are: 

• Main trend-based 

demographic projection (PROJ 

1) 

• Zero net-migration (PROJ 2) 

the new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations. 

the Leicester and 
Leicestershire Housing 
Requirement Study. 
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• Zero employment growth 

(PROJ 3) 

• 5% employment growth – 

2006 to 2031(PROJ 4) 

• 10% employment growth – 

2006 to 2031 (PROJ 5) 

• Projection linked to past 

housing delivery (PROJ 6) 

 

Leicestershire and Rutland 
Sport Strategy 2009 - 13 

This strategy presents a long 
term vision …. where we would 
like to position sport and 
physical activity by 2025. It 
sets clear priorities for the next 
4 years through to 2017. We 
have identified 
three very challenging 
Outcomes that will help us 
determine if we are on course 
to meet our 
Vision. It helps us to focus on 
what needs to be done post 
the 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic 
Games – to create a 
sustainable legacy that 
inspires our communities 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies will need to reflect the 
vision and findings of the 
Leicestershire and Rutland 
Sports Strategy. 

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the strategy. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB26%20Leicestershireand%20Rutland%20Sport%20Strategy%202009%20-%2013.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB26%20Leicestershireand%20Rutland%20Sport%20Strategy%202009%20-%2013.pdf
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Leicestershire, Leicester and 
Rutland Gypsy & Traveller 
Accommodation Needs 
Assessment 2012 

The aims to update the Gypsy 
and Traveller Accommodation 
Assessment (GTAA) 
undertaken for the 
Leicestershire, Leicester and 
Rutland authorities and 
published in 2007. Across the 
Leicester and Leicester study 
area (excepting Rutland and 
Hinckley and Bosworth 
Borough Council) there is a 
requirement for 113 pitches 
from 2012 to 2017. 
The need for Melton is 8 
pitches (plus 2 transit pitches 
and 5 plots for show people) 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
documents will need to reflect 
the findings of the Gypsy and 
Traveller Accommodation 
Needs Assessment. 

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the objectives and findings of 
the assessment. 

Leicestershire, Leicester & 
Rutland Historic Landscape 
Characterisation Project 2010 

This report has several 
objectives; these include 
providing a context to the 
project which involves an 
examination of the geology, 
topography, ecology and 
archaeology of the project 
area. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations will 
need to reflect the objectives 
and findings of the historic 
characterisation project. 

The SA framework and the 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the objectives and findings of 
characterisation project. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
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Leicestershire Rural 
Framework 2011-2014 
Improving Life in Leicestershire 
2009 

The Leicestershire Rural 
Partnership vision for the next 
20 years ‘In 2026 rural 
Leicestershire will be made up 
of thriving, cohesive and safe 
communities, which have 
access to a choice of high 
quality and sustainable 
employment opportunities, a 
mix of housing and essential 
local services. 
 
Rural Leicestershire will be 
recognised locally, nationally 
and internationally for its: 

 Active and cohesive 
communities with 
residents who influence 
local decisions and 
support the delivery of 
local services 

 Joined up planning 
systems to support 
good quality housing, 
services, employment 
and green spaces 

 Well-connected and 
innovative farming 
communities 

The  new Melton Local Plan 
vision, objectives and policies 
will need to reflect the 
Leicestershire Rural 
Framework  vision and 
objectives. 

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the vision and objectives of the 
framework. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB32%20LeicestershireRural%20Framework%202011-2014.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB32%20LeicestershireRural%20Framework%202011-2014.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB32%20LeicestershireRural%20Framework%202011-2014.pdf
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 Excellent opportunities 
for vocational training in 
rural skills  

 Centre of excellence for 
Food and Drink 

 Open and maintained 
countryside including 
the National Forest and 
Charnwood Forest 

 High performing home-
based businesses, 
micro=enterprises and 
SMEs 

 Contribution to 
developing and using 
resource efficiency 
programmes 

 A destination for family 
days out and short 
break holidays 

 High quality equestrian 
services and facilities  

 Excellent tow and rural 
centres in which to live, 
work and to visit 

 Well integrated network 
of community and public 
transport systems.  
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Leicestershire Housing related 
support strategy 2010-2015 

‘The Leicestershire Together 
Partnership is working to 
provide vulnerable people with 
needs led housing related 
support services that are 
excellent quality and value for 
money. Our aim is to promote 
peoples independence, choice 
and participation in their 
community, and to achieve 
positive outcomes 
 
This will be achieved by the 
Partnership’s members 
working with other agencies to 
make sure there are an 
adequate range, number and 
quality of housing and housing 
support services available for 
vulnerable adults’.  
 
The Strategy aims to develop: 

 Better quality, more cost 
effective services that are 
targeted at priority needs: 

 A wider range of services, 
that are not related to 
tenure to include floating 
support services, and that 

The new Melton Local Plan 
needs to reflect the vision and 
objectives of the Leicestershire 
Housing related support 
strategy. 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal needs to reflect the 
Leicestershire Housing related 
strategy 2010-2015. 
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are able to meet the 
specific needs of black and 
minority ethnic  
(BME)communities in the 
County; 

 Services that form part of a 
preventative agenda and 
meet the priorities of 
partners; 

 Extra Care Housing to meet 
the needs and aspirations 
of older people and coming 
generations; 

 Additional move on 
accommodation and better 
targeting of services to 
ensure they are received by 
people with the appropriate 
level of needs, therefore 
making the most efficient 
use of the services 
available. 

 Exploration of opportunities 
to provide services through 
joint commissioning taking 
forward opportunities for 
joint working, planning and 
investment in terms of 
health, social care and 
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other statutory income 
streams. 

 
For the purpose of the 
Strategy, the 14  vulnerable 
groups that fall within the 
programme for housing related 
support are placed into three 
categories: 

1. Care and Support 
(people who need a 
combination of care and 
support to live 
independently ) 

2. Social exclusion (people 
who need at least a 
minimum level of 
support to live 
independently) 

3. Independence with 
Support (people who 
need at least a 
minimum level of 
support to live 
independently) 

Leicestershire Extra Care 
Strategy 2010-2015 

The strategies vision is ‘To 
give people in Leicestershire 
new and modernised specialist 
housing that is accessible and 

The new Melton Local Plan will 
need to reflect the vision and 
objectives of the Leicestershire 
Extra Care strategy, when 

The SA framework and 
appraisal needs to reflect the 
Leicestershire Extra Care 
Strategy 2010-2015. 
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part of the community and that 
older people will aspire to live 
in.  
 
Extra care will create balanced 
communities with more homes 
with choice. 
 
Creating balanced 
communities and providing 
choice to Older People. 
 
The vision for extra care in 
Leicestershire 
‘Extra Care in Leicestershire 
will not be an institution and 
people who live   there will 
have their own homes. Our 
vision is to give people in 
Leicestershire new and 
modernised specialist housing 
that is accessible and part of 
the community and one that 
older people will aspire to live 
in.  Extra Care will create 
balanced communities with 
more homes with choice, 
through increased public 
funding for housing and 

preparing policies and site 
allocations. 
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commercial sector. 
 
The concepts of Extra Care 
are: 

 To provide a form of 
housing provision that 
allows people in need of 
care and support to 
remain independent, or 
age in one place without 
having to move, in 
particular to residential 
care or nursing homes. 

 Enabling couples to 
continue to live together 
rather than one having 
to move into a 
residential care setting 

 Giving people lifestyle 
choices and a range of 
tenure options, with low 
cost home ownership. 

 Living at home – not on 
a home, having one’s 
own front door and on-
site high quality meals 
provision, with a main 
meal available every 
day. 
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 The design of the 
building will be adapted 
to maximise physical 
accessibility. 

 

 A balanced community 
will be maintained so 
that the more 
independent tenants 
can support those with 
higher dependencies.  

 

  Social events and 
activities will be 
provided in 
communal/meeting 
areas.  

 

  To allow for a flexible 
and adaptive approach 
to the care of older 
people, based on 
individuals needs this 
can increase or diminish 
according to 
circumstances.  

 Personal care and 
housing support will be 
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available on site 
throughout a 24 hour 
period.  

 

  The opportunity to 
preserve or rebuild 
independent living skills 
and offer a range of 
facilities and social 
activities that are valued 
by older people and 
contribute to an active, 
healthy and interesting 
life.  

 

  Quality inclusive design 
of buildings that is 
attractive but also 
functional.  

  

  The provision of 
accessible buildings 
with smart technology 
that make independent 
living possible for 
people with a range of 
abilities. Incorporate the 
usual components of 
purpose-built self-
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contained 
accommodation for 
independent living, but 
include specifically 
equipped bathrooms, 
communal areas and 
space for support staff.  

  Building a real 
community including 
mixed tenures and 
mixed abilities. Extra 
Care should be 
accessible to the wider 
community and offer the 
same benefits and 
services available to all 
older people.  

 

  Flexibility makes it 
more cost effective than 
more conventional 
forms of care and 
support, such as 
residential care – 
making it an 
increasingly popular 
choice for older people.  

 

  Create a culture which 
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puts older people at the 
centre of services, i.e. 
choice and control and 
one where housing, 
health, care and support 
providers are committed 
to quality, supporting 
independence, being 
customer focused.  

 

 Working closely with 
landlords to ensure that 
appropriate allocations 
to the schemes are 
made, including 
allocating tenancies to 
people 

Leicester and Leicestershire 
Minerals and Waste 
Development Framework 

Spatial Vision: 
To manage mineral extraction 
in Leicestershire in a way 
which meets the social and 
economic needs of the County 
and makes an appropriate 
contribution to the national and 
regional need for minerals in 
ways which seek to protect 
and enhance the character and 
quality of the environment and 
the quality of life for existing 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
must be in accordance with the 
Leicester and Leicestershire 
Minerals and Waste 
Development Framework. 

The SA framework and 
appraisal must reflect the 
vision, objectives and policies 
of the development framework. 
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and future generations, in 
accordance with the principles 
of sustainability. 
 
Spatial Objectives: 
1. To make sufficient provision 
to meet national, regional and 
local requirements for all 
minerals, in particular the sub-
regional apportionment 
requirements for aggregates 
provision.  
2. To attain the maximum 
possible usage of recycled and 
secondary materials in meeting 
recognised national and 
regional requirements.  
3. To safeguard mineral 
resources from unnecessary 
sterilisation.  
4. To encourage the most 
efficient use of high quality 
minerals and the minimisation 
of waste materials.  
5. To protect people and local 
communities, and the natural 
and built environment 
(particularly the River Mease 
Special Area of Conservation) 
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from minerals development.  
6. To encourage opportunities 
for sustainable means of 
transporting minerals other 
than by road.  
7. To promote the delivery of 
measures for environmental, 
recreational, and economic 
and community gain in 
mitigation or compensation for 
the effects of mineral 
development where possible.  
8. To ensure land is reclaimed 
at the earliest opportunity and 
that high quality restoration 
and aftercare takes place to an 
appropriate after-use that 
enhances and complements 
the natural and historic 
environment and that is in 
keeping with the local area, 
adding to local distinctiveness 
and biodiversity. 

Leicester and Leicestershire  
Enterprise Partnership 
Economic Growth Plan 2012-
2030 

The LEP’s ambition by 
2020will be to: 

 Create 25,000 
additional private sector 
jobs  

 Attract £2bn private 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
should reflect the Leicester 
and Leicestershire Enterprise 
partnership Economic growth 
Plan 2012-2030. 

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the LEPs objectives for 
Leicester and Leicestershire. 
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sector investment 

 Increase Gross Value 
Added (GVA) by £4b to 
£23b 

 
The LEP’s objectives are: 

 Accelerate existing 
enterprise growth 
(distribution and 
logistics, Food and drink 
manufacturing, tourism 
and hospitality) 

 Improve survival and  
productivity (knowledge 
based, high-tech 
manufacturing, business 
and financial services) 

 Facilitate new sector 
development 
(Environmental 
technologies, space and 
aerospace, creative 
design) 

 Match skills supply with 
demand ( improve 
engagement between  
employers and training 
providers, Increase 
number and flexibility of 
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work placements, 
apprenticeships and 
internships, improve 
careers advice in 
schools, FE  and HE, 
Address worklessness 
by raising ambition and 
employment skills 

 Increase availability of 
employment land and 
infrastructure (Increase 
the availability of fit for 
purpose high quality 
employment land and 
premises, Ensure 
transport infrastructure 
supports future 
economic growth, 
Promote the need for 
high quality digital 
infrastructure, Increase 
the provision of a range 
of quality housing to 
support economic 
growth. 

 Support enterprise 
growth and 
investment(Provide 
effective businesses 
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support to assist 
enterprises to start and 
grow, Support 
innovation and 
technologies for new 
processes and product 
development, Attract 
foreign and domestic 
inward investment, 
Simplify business 
regulation through the 
‘Better Business for All’ 
project, Support local 
SMEs to procure public 
and private sector 
contracts 

 

 Match available capital 
to enterprise growth ( 
Secure European and 
Government funding, 
Improve access to 
capital finance for SMEs 
, Invest LLEP resources 
to support economic 
growth, Utilise public 
sector assets for 
economic growth). 
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Draft Leicester and 
Leicestershire Economic 
Development Strategy 2011 

The strategy has a clear vision 
‘To create a prosperous 
economy, secure and well-paid 
jobs and a sustainable 
environment through wealth 
and creation  by innovative 
businesses  and a highly 
skilled workforce , making 
Leicester and Leicestershire 
destinations of choice for 
successful businesses  by 
clearly differentiating the sub-
region, as a place to do 
business, work and live. 
 
The report identifies seven 
core principles: 

1. Long term perspective   
2. Phased approach 
3. Wealth creation and 

opportunity for all 
4. Communications 
5. Skills 
6. Trading environment 
7. Co-operation  

 
The key objectives are to: 

A. To ensure enterprise, 
innovation and creativity 

The Leicester and 
Leicestershire Economic 
development Strategy vision 
and objectives will need to be 
reflected in the new Melton 
Local Plan policies and site 
allocations. 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the vision and objectives of the 
Leicester and Leicestershire 
Economic Development 
Strategy 2011. 
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thrive, businesses are 
more productive and 
competitive and new 
investment is attracted 
to the sub- region. 

B. To support those 
businesses with a viable 
business model and the 
ambition, commitment 
and potential for growth 
in the future, who are 
most likely to move our 
economy up the value-
added scale, provide 
increased employment 
opportunities for a wide 
range of people with 
varying skills levels 
including : 

 High growth 
companies and 
those with high 
growth potential. 

 Emerging 
businesses 
seeking to 
develop 
commercially 
viable products, 
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processes and 
services from the 
knowledge, 
technology and 
skills potential in 
our three 
universities. 

 Innovation with 
other significant 
employment 
generating 
sectors in the 
sub-region. 

 Established and 
sizeable 
businesses in 
declining sectors 
with a desire to 
re-invest and 
innovate. 

 Social 
enterprises 
looking to grow. 
 

C. To ensure the physical 
infrastructure is in place 
to support business and 
growth, including 
meeting the 
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requirements for 
employment land and 
premises, a world class 
ICT infrastructure, 
ensuring the right type 
of housing is built and 
an efficient transport 
network. 

D. To ensure our workforce 
has the skills, 
experience and 
qualifications 
businesses will need in 
the future. 

E. To remove barriers to 
participation to ensure 
all parts of the sub-
region and is people 
have the opportunity to 
benefit from and 
contribute to growth.  

F. To plan for a low carbon 
economy where jobs 
and homes are aligned; 
where there is a 
balanced supply of 
housing, employment 
land and premises, 
infrastructure, housing 
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and skills ; with 
businesses operating in 
low energy buildings, 
greater local sourcing of 
products and services; 
and people able to 
travel to work by 
sustainable modes of 
transport.   

 
 

 
The Food and Drink Strategy 
for Leicester and 
Leicestershire 

 
The overarching vision for the 
strategy is to grow and 
strengthen the farming, food 
and drink sector in Leicester 
and Leicestershire. Achieving 
this vision will require a 
coordinated and informed 
approach across the public 
and private sectors.  
 
The key priorities are: 

 To grow the food and 
drink sector in Leicester 
and Leicestershire and 
increase profitability 

 To strengthen local 
supply chains and 

The Melton Local Plan policies 
will need to reflect the key 
priorities set out within 
Leicester and Leicestershire 
Food and Drink strategy. 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal will need to reflect 
the priorities of the Leicester 
and Leicestershire Food and 
Drink Strategy. 
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facilitate inter-trading 

 To promote and develop 
the food and drink 
sector in the city 

 To raise the profile of 
the county and its rich 
foo heritage within and 
outside of Leicestershire  

 To encourage 
collaboration and 
economies of scale 

 To continue to engage 
industry in achieving the 
objectives of the 
strategy as collective. 

 
Measures of success: 
 

1. Increase the volume of 
sales and supply of 
foods and food related 
services from the county 
to the city.  

2. Reduce food miles 
3. Increase the number of 

successful planning 
applications which 
support rural food 
businesses and 
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producers 
4. Increase the sales and 

outlets of local produce 
to local people via 
markets, farmers 
markets, convenience 
stores and retailers 

Increase the Leicestershire 
food experience through 
hospitality and tourism venues, 
destinations and events. 

Leicestershire County Council 
Local Transport Plan 3 

The Strategy sets out the long 
term vision ‘‘Leicestershire to 
be recognised as a place that 
has, with the help of its 
residents and businesses, a 
first class transport system that 
enables economic and social 
travel in ways that improve 
people’s health, safety and 
prosperity, as well as their 
environment and their quality 
of life.’ 
 
We see a ‘first class transport 
system’ as one that plays an 
important role in helping  
Leicestershire to be 
recognised locally, regionally 

The new Melton Local Plan 
needs to reflect the vision, 
objectives and policies of the 
Leicestershire Local Transport 
Plan 3. 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal needs to reflect the 
vision, objectives and policies 
include within the 
Leicestershire Local Transport 
Plan 3. 



177 

County Plans, Policies and Programmes  

Plan/Policy /Programme  Objectives and 
Requirements  

How to incorporate into the 
Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

and nationally for: 
•  its strong economy that plays 
to its strengths by: 
 - ensuring that transport 
infrastructure and interchanges 
are linked to business  
growth; 
 - ensuring that the transport 
system meets the needs of key 
business sectors and workers 
alike, in the most efficient way 
possible; and 
 - providing for the housing 
needs of a growing population 
in ways that maintain the 
efficient and effective operation 
of our transport system for all 
users. 
•  its attractiveness as a place 
to live and work because: 
 - of its accessible countryside 
where parks, waterways and 
rights of way are well-used; 
 - tree cover and green space 
is increased in the County with 
habitats protected  and bio-
diversity encouraged; 
 - steps have been taken to 
protect places from the 
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pollution impacts of our 
transport system; 
 - towns, village centres, urban 
parks and streets are places 
where people can enjoy a high 
quality environment free from 
traffic; 
 - there are excellent transport 
links that make getting about 
easy; and 
 - there is good access to sport 
and recreational facilities and 
opportunities. 
•  the successful contribution it 
is making to a more 
sustainable future for the 
world, because: 
 - people use their cars less as 
there are attractive 
opportunities to travel on foot,  
by bike or by public transport 
for most journeys; 
 - carbon emissions have been 
reduced as there are fewer, 
and less polluting, cars  on the 
road creating less traffic 
congestion and pollution; and 
 - the implications of climate 
change for our transport 
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system have been investigated 
and better understood, and 
measures have been taken to 
mitigate the impacts, adapt to 
the changes and make the 
most of any opportunities they 
provide. 
•  its engaged, informed, 
optimistic and confident people 
, who: 
 - are provided with a safe 
environment in which to travel, 
whether by car, on foot, by 
bike or by public transport; 
 
 

The Leicester and 
Leicestershire JSNA 2012 

The JSNA is a process that 
identifies the current and 
projected health and wellbeing 
needs of the local population. 
The JSNA is a key building 
block in enabling the 
understanding of the needs of 
local people. It contains our 
collective intelligence about 
local health and wellbeing 
need, and forms a key element 
of the Shadow Health and 
Wellbeing Boards overall 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies will need to reflect the 
findings of the JSNA. 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal need to reflect the 
JSNA. 
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understanding of health and 
wellbeing. The JSNA is 
designed to underpin the 
commissioning priorities and 
strategic plans of the Local 
Authority and Local NHS. 
Specifically it will be used to 
inform the Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy that is 
currently being developed. 
 
The strategic objective for the 
Health and Wellbeing Board is 
to “add quality and years to 
life”, by improving health 
throughout people’s lives, 
reducing inequalities and 
focusing on the needs of the 
local population. 
 
The key priorities identified 
across the life course from the 
2012 JSNA are: 

 Giving children the best 
start in life 

 Managing the shift to 
early intervention and 
prevention 

 Supporting the ageing 
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population 
 
In addition to targeting specific 
parts of the life course the 
following cross cutting themes 
have been identified: 

 Targeting the 
communities with the 
greatest needs 

Improving mental health and 
wellbeing 

Superfast Leicestershire Superfast broadband is a 
project to bring fibre 
broadband to as many 
premises in Leicestershire as 
possible. It is a partnership 
between the county council, 
the district and borough 
councils, economic bodies, 
and voluntary and charity 
organisations who want to 
achieve this. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
objectives and policies will 
need to actively support the roll 
out of broadband to rural 
villages within the Borough. 

The delivery of broadband will 
need to be reflected within the 
SA framework and objectives. 
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Charnwood Borough Council  
 

   

Rushcliffe Borough Council  
 

1. Environmentally 
responsible development 
addressing climate change: 
to reduce the causes of 
climate change and to 
minimise its impacts, 
through locating 
development where it can 
be highly accessible by 
sustainable transport, 
requiring environmentally 
sensitive design and 
construction, reducing the 
risk of flooding, and 
promoting the use of low 
carbon technologies. 

2. High quality new housing: 
to manage an increase in 
the supply of housing to 
ensure local housing needs 
are met, brownfield 
opportunities are 
maximised, regeneration 
aims are delivered, and to 
provide access to 
affordable and decent new 
homes. In doing so, there 

The new Melton Local Plan will 
need to reflect the strategic 
policies under the duty to 
cooperate 
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will be a rebalancing of the 
housing mix where required 
in terms of size, type and 
tenure, to maximise choice 
including family housing, 
supporting people into 
home ownership, providing 
for particular groups such 
as older people, and 
creating and supporting 
mixed and balanced 
communities. The 
settlements of Bingham, 
Cotgrave, Ruddington, East 
Leake, Keyworth, Radcliffe 
on Trent and West 
Bridgford will each 
accommodate new 
development to maximise 
their accessibility to 
services and  
 infrastructure. Land south 
of Clifton will accommodate 
a sustainable urban 
extension once the A453 
has been improved. Both 
the former Cotgrave 
Colliery and the former 
RAF Newton sites will be 
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regenerated to provide a 
mix of housing, 
employment and other 
appropriate uses. 

3. Economic prosperity for all: 
to ensure economic growth 
is as equitable as possible 
and place a particular 
emphasis on supporting a 
science and knowledge 
based economy for Greater 
Nottingham as a whole. 
Providing for new office, 
commercial, residential and 
other uses especially within 
the Sustainable Urban 
Extension at land South of 
Clifton and to a lesser scale 
in other sustainable 
developments across the 
Borough. Creating the 
conditions for all people to 
participate in the economy, 
by providing new and 
protecting existing local 
employment opportunities, 
encouraging rural 
enterprise, improving 
access to training 
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opportunities, and 
supporting educational 
developments at all levels. 

4.  Flourishing and vibrant 
town centres: to create the 
conditions for the protection 
and enhancement of a 
balanced hierarchy and 
network of town and other 
centres, through providing 
for retail, employment, 
social, cultural and other 
appropriate uses, 
accessibility improvements, 
environmental 
improvements, and town 
centre regeneration 
measures, especially within 
Cotgrave Town Centre and 
to a lesser extent in other 
centres within Rushcliffe. 

      Regeneration: to ensure 
brownfield regeneration 
opportunities are 
maximised, specifically at 
the former Cotgrave 
Colliery and, linked to it, 
Cotgrave Town Centre, as 
well as at theformer RAF 
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Newton. To ensure that 
regeneration supports and 
enhances opportunities for 
local communities and 
residents, leading to all 
neighbourhoods being 
neighbourhoods of choice, 
where people want to live. 

       Protecting and enhancing 
Rushcliffe’s individual and 
historic character and local 
distinctiveness: to preserve 
and enhance the distinctive 
natural and built heritage of 
Rushcliffe, by protecting 
and enhancing the historic 
environment, by promoting 
high quality locally distinct 
design, and by valuing the 
countryside for its 
productive qualities and 
ensuring its landscape 
character is maintained 
and enhanced. 

5. Strong, safe and cohesive 
communities: to create the 
conditions for communities 
to become strong, safe and 
cohesive by providing 
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appropriate facilities, 
encouraging people to 
express their views (for 
instance on the Core 
Strategy), by designing out 
crime and by respecting 
and enhancing local 
distinctiveness. 

6. Health and well-being: to 
create the conditions for a 
healthier population by 
addressing environmental 
factors underpinning health 
and wellbeing, and working 
with health care partners to 
deliver new and improved 
health and social care 
facilities especially where 
required by new 
development and through 
the integration of health 
and service provision, and 
by improving access to 
cultural, leisure and lifelong 
learning activities. 

7. Opportunities for all: to give 
all children and young 
people the best possible 
start in life by providing the 
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highest quality inclusive 
educational, community 
and leisure facilities, for 
instance through improving 
existing or providing new 
schools and academies, 
and to meet the needs of 
older and disabled people, 
especially through 
providing appropriate 
housing opportunities. 
Including the provision of 
new primary schools within 
the strategic housing sites 
at land South of Clifton, 
land off Melton Road in 
Edwalton, land north of 
Bingham and the former 
RAF Newton. 

8. Excellent transport systems 
and reducing the need to 
travel: to ensure access to 
jobs, leisure and services is 
improved in a sustainable 
way, reducing the need to 
travel especially by private 
car, by encouraging 
convenient and reliable 
transport systems, by 
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maximising opportunities 
for mixed use development, 
through implementing 
behavioural change 
measures, and 
encouraging new working 
practices such as use of IT, 
broadband and home 
working. To aid the planned 
growth, more strategic 
transport improvements 
including the expansion of 
the NET through Rushcliffe 
to Clifton and major 
highway network 
improvements to the A46 
and A453 will be 
completed; as too will 
measures to improve the 
flow of traffic along the A52 
Protecting and improving 
natural assets: to improve 
and provide new Green 
Infrastructure, including 
open spaces, by 
enhancing and developing 
the network of multi-
functional green spaces, 
by improving access an 
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environmental quality, and 
by ensuring an increase in 
biodiversity, for instance, 
through the development 
of the Trent River Park and 
improvements to the 
Grantham Canal corridor 

Timely and viable 
infrastructure: to make the best 
use of existing and provide 
new and improved physical 
and social infrastructure where 
required to support housing 
and economic growth, and 
make sure it is sustainable. 
This will be funded through 
existing mechanisms, such as 
the investment plans of utility 
providers, Government funding 
and through developer 
contributions. 

South Kesteven District 
Council Core Strategy 

The South Kesteven Core 
strategy objectives are:  
Objective 1 
To facilitate a pattern of 
development that meets the 
diverse economic, social and 
cultural needs of the whole 
community and contributes to 

The new Melton Local Plan will 
need to reflect the strategic 
policies under the duty to 
cooperate. 
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the environment in a way 
which ensures that 
development does not 
compromise the quality of life 
of future or existing 
generations. 
 
Objective 2 
To promote a more sustainable 
pattern of development that 
maintains and enhances the 
role and function of 
settlements by directing the 
majority of all new 
development to the market 
towns of Grantham, Stamford, 
Bourne and The Deepings, 
ensuring that each town fulfils 
its role as defined in the 
Regional Spatial Strategy 
2009; by supporting 
development that maintains 
and enhances the role of the 
more sustainable rural 
communities identified as 
Local Service Centres; and by 
restricting development 
elsewhere. 
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Objective 3 
 
To make effective use of land 
by maximising the amount of 
development on suitable 
previously developed sites and 
on sites in locations which 
reduce the need to travel. 
Objective 4 
 
To improve accessibility to 
jobs, houses and services, and 
to reduce traffic growth, by 
ensuring choice to use public 
transport, walk or cycle, for as 
many journeys as possible. 
 
Objective 5  
To make provision for an 
adequate supply and choice of 
land for new housing, 
employment, retail and other 
necessary development, to 
meet the needs of the District 
to the year 2026, in 
accordance with the 
requirements of the Regional 
Spatial Strategy (RSS). To 
achieve a better balance of 
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development in the southern 
part of the District which 
borders Peterborough by 
expanding the economic base 
of Stamford, Bourne and the 
Deepings to provide the 
opportunity for people to live 
and work within a thriving, 
locally significant employment 
and service centre. 
 
Objective 6 
 
To promote and strengthen the 
role of Grantham as a Sub-
Regional Centre, and properly 
plan and deliver the additional 
housing growth expected by 
the Grantham 
Growth Point and the Regional 
Spatial Strategy. 
 
Objective 7 
 
To ensure that new residential 
development includes a mix 
and range of housing types 
which are suitable for a variety 
of needs, including the need 
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for affordable 
and local-need housing in the 
District 
 
Objective 8 
 
To broaden and diversify the 
employment base of the 
District to meet the needs of a 
changing local economy by: 
identifying development 
opportunities for specific 
employment sectors within 
Grantham, Stamford, Bourne 
and The Deepings; ensuring 
an adequate and appropriate 
supply of land; increasing 
inward investment; and 
encouraging appropriate 
employment and diversification 
schemes 
to assist the rural economy 
and supporting existing 
employment uses in 
sustainable and accessible 
locations throughout the 
District. 
 
Objective 9 
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Maintain and enhance the 
vitality and viability of the 
principal retail areas of 
Grantham, Stamford, Bourne 
and Market Deeping by 
concentrating new retail  
development within the town 
centres and ensuring that such 
schemes meet an identified 
retail need 
 
Objective 10 
 
To support new and existing 
community infrastructure, and 
to ensure that relevant 
community and other 
infrastructure costs such as 
facilities for leisure, open 
space, green infrastructure, 
health, education, affordable 
housing, transport, water 
infrastructure and the arts 
arising from new development 
are delivered through on and 
off site contributions. 
 
Objective 11 
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To protect and enhance the 
high quality built and natural 
environment through ensuring 
the conservation and 
enhancement, sensitive use 
and management of the 
District’s natural, historic and 
cultural assets. 
 
 
Objective 12 
 
To protect and promote the 
enhancement, sensitive use 
and management of the 
District's natural, historic and 
cultural assets and the built 
environment through good 
design that respects important 
local characteristics. 
 
Objective 13 
 
To plan for and reduce the 
impacts of climate change 
including ensuring that new 
development is not exposed 
unnecessarily to the risk of 
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flooding or increases the risk of 
flooding elsewhere. 
 
Objective 14 
 
To promote the prudent use of 
finite resources and the 
positive use of renewable 
resources, through the design, 
location and layout of 
development and by optimising 
the use of existing 
infrastructure. 

 

Rutland County Council Strategic Objective 1: Broad 
locations for Development  
• To identify broad locations for 
sustainable development that 
will give access for all to 
services and facilities, 
minimise the impact on climate 
change and need to travel and 
promote the efficient use of 
land while protecting the 
natural environment, 
landscape, the unique 
character and identity of the 
towns, villages and 
countryside.  

The new Melton Local Plan will 
need to reflect the strategic 
policies under the duty to 
cooperate. 
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 Strategic Objective 2: Vibrant 
and prosperous market towns  
• To develop vibrant and 
prosperous market towns by 
encouraging sustainable 
development that supports 
their function as service 
centres with  
a range of good quality 
housing, jobs, businesses, 
shops and services that meet 
the needs of local people and 
wider hinterland.  
  
Strategic Objective 3: Diverse 
and thriving villages  
• To develop diverse and 
thriving villages by 
encouraging sustainable 
development where it supports 
the role of the larger villages 
as “service hubs” for the 
smaller villages and meets 
local needs in the smaller 
villages and maintains and 
improves their vitality and 
viability.  
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Strategic Objective 4: Housing 
for everyone’s needs  
• To ensure a range and mix of 
housing types to meet the 
needs of all the community that 
is adequately supported by 
new infrastructure, including 
affordable housing, special 
needs housing and Gypsies 
and Travellers.  
  
Strategic Objective 5: Healthy 
and socially inclusive 
communities  
• To support healthy and 
thriving communities by 
protecting existing facilities and 
providing high quality local, 
accessible and diverse 
opportunities for leisure, 
recreation, sport, natural green 
space and cultural activities in 
order to address the needs of 
all groups in Rutland, including 
disadvantaged and vulnerable 
groups.  
  
Strategic Objective 6: A 
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stronger and safer community  
• To develop a stronger and 
safer community by designing 
out opportunities for crime and 
implementing measures to 
improve road safety to ensure 
that people can live, work and 
relax where they feel safe and 
enjoy a better quality of life.  
 
 
Strategic Objective 7: Strong 
and diverse economy  
• To strengthen and diversify 
the local economy in order to 
provide a greater range and 
quality of employment 
opportunities locally and 
reduce commuting out of the 
county, including new high-
tech knowledge-based, leisure 
and tourism industries.  
  
Strategic Objective 8: Rural 
economy and communities  
• To support the rural 
communities by encouraging 
development opportunities 
related to the rural economy 
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including farm and rurally 
based industries and 
promoting services and 
facilities in the larger local 
services and villages.  
  
Strategic Objective 9: 
Sustainable transport  
• To develop integrated and 
sustainable forms of transport 
including better public 
transport, walking and cycling 
facilities.  
 
Strategic Objective 10: 
Transport and infrastructure  
• To develop a strong and 
vibrant community by 
developing communication and 
transport infrastructure and 
links throughout the county 
and beyond. 
 
 Strategic Objective 11: Natural 
and cultural environment  
• To safeguard and enhance 
the natural resources, 
landscape and  
Countryside, cultural heritage 
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and the diversity of wildlife and 
habitats, including green 
infrastructure and special 
protection for Rutland Water to 
improve our quality of life and 
make a full contribution to 
global sustainability.  
  
Strategic Objective 12: Built 
environment and local 
townscape  
• To protect and enhance the 
built environment and open 
spaces, historic heritage and 
local townscape associated 
with the historic core of the 
market towns, listed buildings 
and conservation areas.  
  
Strategic Objective 13: High 
quality design and local 
distinctiveness  
• To ensure that design of new 
development is of the highest 
quality to provide attractive and 
safe places to live, work and 
visit and reflects the local 
character, identity and 
distinctiveness of the towns 
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and villages.  
  
Strategic Objective 14: 
Resources, waste and climate 
change  
• To reduce the impact of 
people and development on 
the environment by sustainable 
design and construction, 
reducing pollution, 
encouraging the prudent uses 
of resources, including 
minerals, waste management 
and recycling, increased use of 
renewable energy and 
provision of green 
infrastructure and addressing 
the implications of flood risk 
and climate change. 

 

Newark and Sherwood District 
Council Core Strategy 

Newark and Sherwood's 
Strategic Objectives 
1. To manage growth and 
change to ensure that 
sustainable development is 
achieved and promoted and 
the quality of life for all 
improved. 
2. To establish an appropriate 
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spatial strategy that will guide 
the scale, location and form of 
new 
development across the 
District, providing a long term 
basis for the planning of 
Newark and 
Sherwood. 
3. To ensure and sustain a 
network of sustainable 
communities which offer a 
sense of place, that are safe, 
balanced, socially inclusive 
and can respond to the needs 
of local people. 
4. To protect and enhance the 
built and natural environment, 
heritage, biodiversity and 
landscape, giving additional 
protection to those areas and 
buildings of recognised 
importance. 
5. To develop a strong, 
sustainable economy that will 
provide a diverse range of 
employment opportunities for 
local people by: 
providing a range of well-
located sites and premises for 
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employment development 
,including provision for small 
and medium sized firms; 
supporting the retention of 
existing jobs and the 
development of local 
businesses; promoting 
additional growth and 
diversification of the District’s 
economy, linked to a desire to 
raise local aspirations and an 
ambition to secure new 
service-sector and higher skill 
level jobs and “knowledge-rich” 
business, that will increase the 
scope for good jobs and 
incomes available; actively 
attracting regional, national 
and international companies to 
the District; developing an 
improved education base with 
enhanced learning and training 
opportunities 
for local people, that will 
enable the attainment of higher 
educational 
Standards/qualifications and 
skill levels; and stimulating 
tourism. 
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6. To manage the release of 
land for new housing, 
employment and other 
necessary development 
to meet the needs of the 
District to 2026, in general 
conformity with the East 
Midlands Regional 
Plan, implementing the New 
Growth Point Programme and 
integrated with the provision of 
new supporting infrastructure. 
7. To reinforce and promote 
Newark’s role as an important 
Sub-Regional Centre, by 
ensuring that the town is the 
main focus for new housing, 
employment, and other 
appropriate development 
within the District. Such 
development will be co-
ordinated to ensure 
sustainable development. 
8. To support the development 
of balanced communities by 
ensuring that new, well-
designed residential 
development helps to satisfy 
the housing needs of the 
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District, providing a mix of 
types, sizes and tenures, 
including: affordable and social 
housing; local needs housing; 
and special needs housing. 
 9. To retain and improve 
accessibility for all, to 
employment, services, 
community, leisure and 
cultural activities, through: the 
integration of development and 
transport provision, ensuring 
that most new development 
will be located where it is 
accessible to use services and 
facilities by a range of means 
of transport; the retention and 
upgrading of existing 
infrastructure, services and 
facilities relating to transport 
and communications; and 
encouraging the increased use 
of public transport, walking and 
cycling. 
10. To secure high quality 
design in new buildings and 
development form that will 
provide a built and natural 
environment reflecting local 
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distinctiveness and securing 
community safety. 
11. To produce a District that is 
sensitive to the environment 
where opportunities are taken 
to reduce our impact on the 
climate system, including the 
reduction of CO² emissions 
and encouraging the use of 
appropriate renewable energy 
solutions, and to adapt to the 
implications of climate change. 
12. To maintain and enhance 
the vitality and viability of the 
District's town centres. 
13. To support the education 
sector and opportunities for 
training, including higher and 
further educational 
organisations, to encourage 
the attainment of higher 
educational and skill levels. 
14. To engage in collaborative 
working with partner 
organisations and agencies to 
secure a better quality of life. 
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Leicestershire Together 
Climate Ready 2013-2016 

This action plan is in support of 
the Leicestershire Together 
Partnership’s underpinning 
principle: “A shift to prevention 
and early intervention in order 
to maximise the impact of 
limited resources – spend now 
to save later”. Preparing for 
climate change in order to 
increase Leicestershire’s 
resilience puts the emphasis 
firmly on prevention: taking 
action now to prevent adverse 
impacts on communities, the 
economy and the environment. 
This action plan is concerned 
with how climate change may 
impact on the achievement of 
the  
Leicestershire Together 
Partnership’s four priorities and 
28 outcomes, as outlined in the 
Outcome Framework 2012-13. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies will need to prevent 
the use of limited natural 
resources and promote the 
development of renewable 
energy. 

The prevention of natural 
limited resources needs to be 
embedded within the SA 
Framework and appraisal. 
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A Qualitative Assessment 
of the Housing Needs and 
Aspirations of Older 
People 

This study’s main objectives are to: 

 Demonstrate an understanding of 
property value patterns, in 
particular with regard to new build 
residential properties; 

 Give a broad indication as to how 
much and what type of affordable 
housing could be provided whilst 
keeping development viable; 

 Have regard to relative differences 
in values across the Borough and 
provide advice on the threshold 
and proportion of affordable 
housing likely to viable across each 
of the Council areas; 

 Provide recommendations relating 
to potentially different policy 
treatments of Greenfield and 
Brownfield sites of varying types 

 Take into consideration the impact 
of other planning obligations and 
infrastructure on site viability 
concerns regarding the provision of 
low-cost housing within market 
developments 

 To assess the impact of a range of 
affordable housing policy options to 
deliver this policy option; 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
will need to reflect the 
Qualitative Assessment of 
the Housing Needs and 
Aspiration of Older Peoples 
objectives and findings. 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal will need to be 
reflective of the Qualitative 
Assessment if the Housing 
Needs and Aspirations of 
Older People. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB5%20AQualitive%20Assessment%20of%20the%20Housing%20Needs%20and%20Aspirations%20of%20Older%20People%20May%202010.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB5%20AQualitive%20Assessment%20of%20the%20Housing%20Needs%20and%20Aspirations%20of%20Older%20People%20May%202010.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB5%20AQualitive%20Assessment%20of%20the%20Housing%20Needs%20and%20Aspirations%20of%20Older%20People%20May%202010.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB5%20AQualitive%20Assessment%20of%20the%20Housing%20Needs%20and%20Aspirations%20of%20Older%20People%20May%202010.pdf
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 To test and make recommendation 
whether the impact of increased 
proportions and/ or reduced 
thresholds will reduce development 
viability to the point of reducing 
likely residential land supply on the 
viability of affordable housing 
contribution; 

 To provide indicative levels for 
commuted sum contributions and 
provide a basis for a calculation 
methodology based on robust and 
easily updated information.  

 
 

Affordable Housing 
Viability Study 

The study’s main objectives are to: 

 Demonstrate an understanding of 
property value patterns, in 
particular with regard to new build 
residential properties; 

 Give a broad indication as to how 
much and what type of affordable 
housing could be provided whilst 
keeping development viable; 

 Have regard to relative differences 
in values across the Borough and 
provide access 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
will need to be reflective of 
the objectives and findings 
of the Affordable Housing 
Viability Study. 

The studies objectives will 
need to be reflected within 
the SA Framework and 
objectives. 

Revised Melton Borough The purpose of the Melton Borough The new Melton Local Plan The study objectives and 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB6%20AffordableHousing%20Viability%20Study.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB6%20AffordableHousing%20Viability%20Study.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/29678rr011i2withoutfigures.pdf
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Biodiversity & Geodiversity 
Study 2011 

Biodiversity and Geodiversity Study was 
to inform the Melton Local Plan 
submission to the Secretary of State for 
the technical topics of biodiversity and 
geodiversity conservation.  
 
The Borough contributes significantly to 
the biodiversity and geodiversity 
resources of the Leicestershire and the 
East Midlands region; it has around 130 
designated wildlife sites, one designated 
(SSSI) geodiversity site, as well as a 
range of sites considered for LGS status. 
 
The report is based on the Defra guidance 
2007 and identifies the following 

 Designated wildlife sites; 

 Important habitat and species 
including Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) habitats, BAP species and 
protected species; 

 Key habitat networks; 

 Areas for potential enhancement o 
restoration; 

 Key natural systems and 
processes in the area. 

In addition, the report sets out how the 
Borough Council can demonstrate that it 

and site allocations will 
need to reflect the 
recommendations set out 
within the revised Melton 
Borough Biodiversity & 
Geodiversity Study 2011. 

recommendations will need 
to be reflected within the 
SA Framework and 
appraisal. 



213 

Local Plans, Policies and Programmes  

Plan/Policy/ Programme Objectives and Requirements  How to incorporate into 
the Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

will fulfil its duty to have regard to 
biodiversity by 

 Contributing to local biodiversity 
initiatives  

 Achieving progress in line with 
biodiversity indicators and targets 

 Establishing an appropriate 
monitoring system to monitor this 
progress 

 Raising awareness of /improving 
access to Biodiversity and 
recreation opportunities to improve 
community well-being and quality 
of life. 

 

Melton Borough Council  
Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment Report 

The key objective of the Melton SFRA is 
to inform the Melton Local Plan with 
respect to flood risk issues and the 
location of future development in Melton 
Borough. The importance of flood risk and 
its implications for development has been 
highlighted by the recent history of 
significant flood events in the Borough 
which caused inundation of properties in 
the Bottesford areas in 2001 and in the 
Wreake/Eye catchment (including Melton 
Mowbray) on a number of occasions 
between Easter 1998 and January 1999.  

To incorporate the findings 
of the report into the 
preparation of the Melton 
Local Plan. All potential 
development sites should 
be assessed against the 
most up to date SFRA. 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal will need to be 
reflective of the Strategic 
Flood Risk Assessment. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB43a%20MeltonStrategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB43a%20MeltonStrategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB43a%20MeltonStrategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment.pdf
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The study provides an analysis of the 
main sources of flood risk in Melton 
Borough, together with a means of testing 
the areas of search with a view to 
prioritising those with the lowest 
associated flood risk.  
 
The overriding aims of the PPS25 
Sequential test is to steer all new 
development to areas of lowest flood 
risk.it is primarily based on the 
Environment Agency flood zones, which 
delineate areas by their level of risk due to 
river flooding. 

Melton Borough 
Landscape and Historic 
Urban Character 
Assessment Report 2006 

The provides the following outputs: 

 A Landscape Character 
Assessment of Melton Borough; 

 An Historic Urban Character 
Assessment of Melton Mowbray 

 The identification of specific local 
landscape areas within the 
Borough and any areas that could 
be designated according to 
paragraphs 24 and 25 of PPS&’ 
Sustainable Development in Rural 
Areas. 

 An assessment of each of the 
areas (A-K) that considers in 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
documents will need to 
reflect the 
recommendations of the 
Historic Urban Character 
Assessment. Site 
Allocations will need to be 
assessed against the 
Landscape and Historic 
Urban Character 
Assessment. 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal should be 
reflective of the evidence 
set out within the Melton 
Borough Landscape and 
Historic Urban character 
Assessment Report 2006. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB44%20MeltonLandscape%20and%20Historic%20Urban%20Character%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB44%20MeltonLandscape%20and%20Historic%20Urban%20Character%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB44%20MeltonLandscape%20and%20Historic%20Urban%20Character%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB44%20MeltonLandscape%20and%20Historic%20Urban%20Character%20Assessment.pdf
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particular the landscape sensitivity 
of each area to accommodate 
major development that adjoins the 
town and the consequent effects 
on the local landscape and 
townscape 

Melton Landscape 
Character Assessment 
Update Report  2011 

The objective of the report was to inform 
policies and proposals of the new 
Development Framework and in particular 
the allocation of development sites for a 
range of uses. Whilst the LCA covered the 
whole of the Borough, a more detailed 
assessment was carried out on eleven 
areas around Melton Mowbray. These 
areas offered the potential for new 
development adjoining the town as 
identified in the adopted Leicestershire, 
Leicester and Rutland Structure Plan 
(March 2005). The Structure Plan 
identified  need to allocate about 30 
hectares for business uses in the  Melton 
LDF and accommodate a bypass around 
part of the town. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
will need to be reflective of 
the designations within the 
Melton Landscape 
Character Assessment. 

 The SA Framework and 
Appraisal must reflect the 
Landscape Character 
Assessment update. 

Melton Economic 
Development Strategy 
2012-2015 

The Economic Development Strategy 
2012-2015 will also help to deliver the 
Council’s overall vision and priorities 
identified in the Corporate Plan most 
notably; 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies needs to positively 
reflect the objectives set 
out in the Melton Economic 
Development Strategy 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal needs to reflect 
the vision and objectives of 
the Melton Economic 
Development Strategy. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB45a%20MeltonLandscape%20Character%20Assessment%20%20-%20Report.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB45a%20MeltonLandscape%20Character%20Assessment%20%20-%20Report.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB45a%20MeltonLandscape%20Character%20Assessment%20%20-%20Report.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB46%20EconomicDevelopmentStrategy.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB46%20EconomicDevelopmentStrategy.pdf
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 Support people and businesses 
through the economic downturn. 

 Meet the Economic needs of the 
Borough. 

 Maximise the potential of Melton 
Mowbray Town Centre. 

 Improving the well-being of 
vulnerable people.  

2012-2015. 

Melton Community 
Partnership 
Commissioning Plan 2012-
2015 

The MCP has reviewed and refreshed its 
priorities in order to build upon the 
existing good work that has already been 
achieved by partners, in particular the 
review of the Leicestershire County 
Councils Sustainable Community Strategy 
and Commissioning Framework  
Development.  
 
 
MCP has revised the priorities to focus on 
four specifics aspects in Melton. These of 
the 4 priorities identified by MCP and will 
deliver by the MCP over the next 3 years 
of the Commission Plan; the delivery of 
these priorities will be reviewed annually. 
 

1. Regenerating the Melton Borough 
and town centre. Improving the 
infrastructure of Melton  

The Melton Local Plan 
vision, objectives and 
policies will need to reflect 
those of the Melton 
Community Partnership 
Commissioning Plan 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal will need to 
reflect the vision and 
objectives of the Melton 
Community Partnership 
Commissioning Plan. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB48%20MeltonCommunity%20Partnership%20Commissioning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB48%20MeltonCommunity%20Partnership%20Commissioning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB48%20MeltonCommunity%20Partnership%20Commissioning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB48%20MeltonCommunity%20Partnership%20Commissioning%20Plan.pdf
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2. Supporting vulnerable people 

including Families with Complex 
Needs and Neighbourhood 
Management 

3. Developing the Access to Services 
our customers use and experience  

4. Improving Employment Skills 
development in Melton  
 

Melton Employment Land 
Study 2007 

The report consists of six objectives: 

 To assess whether the existing 
quantity, quality, type and 
geographical spread of 
employment land in Melton 
Borough meets the current and 
future employment requirements 
for the period to 2016; 

 To assess whether additional 
employment land allocations are 
required, and, where appropriate, 
identify locations for these new 
sites; 

 To provide up to date information 
and advice to inform the 
preparation of the Local 
Development Framework (LDF) 

 To inform Leicester and 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
will need to reflect the 
recommendations of the 
Melton Employment Land 
Study 2007. 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal will need to 
reflect the Melton 
Employment Land Study 
evidence. 
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Leicestershire sub-regional 
strategy for employment land and 
premises; 

 To inform sub-regional planning 
proposals 

 To inform the LSEP, emda, other 
public bodies and the private sector 
of future priorities for investment in 
employment land and premises.  

 
The overall analysis of the local economy 
suggests some particular objectives which 
the Borough Council should consider in 
planning for employment land: 

 To upgrade the mix of economic 
activity  towards higher –value, 
knowledge –based activities, 
generating higher-paid jobs; 

 To provide space for small and 
emerging firms, with the aim of 
fostering entrepreneurship in the 
Borough; and  

 To support the development of the 
Borough’s food and drink sector 
particularly, by encouraging it to 
diversify towards higher- value 
activities.  

 To encourage shorter trips to work 
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by concentrating mot new 
development land in and adjoining 
Melton Mowbray. 

Melton Housing Strategy 
2011 

The Melton Housing Strategy provides the 
strategic direction for the housing related 
services we provide for the community. 
The Strategy has been developed within 
the context provided by the Melton 
Corporate Plan 2010 which sets 
Corporate Priorities within our three key 
areas: 

 People; supporting those most in 
need 

 Places; better places to live, work 
and visit 

 Well run council; good services that 
are value for money  

Having specific regard to these areas the 
priorities for the Melton Housing Strategy 
are: 

 Supporting the housing needs of 
vulnerable people 

 Balancing the local housing market 
and the condition of houses 

 Improving housing services 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies will need to reflect 
the corporate priorities of 
the Melton Housing 
Strategy. 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal will need to 
reflect the Melton Housing 
Strategy requirements. To 
ensure that the strategic 
direction of housing 
provides the relevant 
services that are required. 

Melton Mowbray 
Sustainable Transport 
Strategy 

Melton Mowbray Borough Council 
commissioned MVA consultancy to 
undertake an assessment of the potential 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies need to reflect the 
recommendations of the 

The SA Framework and 
Appraisal will need to 
reflect the objectives and 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB51%20MeltonHousing%20Strategy%202011-2014.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB66%20MeltonMowbraySustainableTransportStrategy.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB66%20MeltonMowbraySustainableTransportStrategy.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB66%20MeltonMowbraySustainableTransportStrategy.pdf
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for walking, cycling and public transport 
initiatives and schemes in reducing 
congestion within Melton Mowbray.  This 
assessment involves the development of  
an outline strategy for non-car transport 
within the town which can be implemented 
with or without  the  proposed bypass  
scheme, which is at present  being  
designed and  assessed as part of other 
studies. 
 
This  report  summarises  this  initial  
study  which  has  considered  three  
levels  of  non-car interventions within the 
town as follows;  Low  Cost  –  
Promotional  initiatives  and  travel  
planning  with  minor  improvements  to 
cycle and pedestrian facilities;  
Medium  Cost  –  As  above    with  
enhancements  to  existing  bus  services  
and  the provision of new cycle/pedestrian 
routes; and  
High  Cost  –  as  medium  but  with ,  
further  pedestrianisation  in  the  town  
centre  and  new public transport 
provision within the town including 
potential enhancements to rail services. 

study and the site 
allocations will need to be 
assessed against the 
Melton Mowbray 
Sustainable Transport 
Study.  

recommendations of the 
Melton Mowbray 
Sustainable Transport 
Strategy. 

Economic Development The Economic Development Strategy The new Melton Local Plan The SA Framework and 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB68%20EconomicDevelopmenStrategy.pdf
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Strategy 2012 vision ‘ We want to enhance the quality of 
life for everyone in the Borough  of Melton 
to achieve a sustainable, prosperous and 
vibrant community...a place people want 
to live, work and visit’. 
 
The Economic Development Strategy 
plays a key role in the delivery of the 
economic priorities in the Sustainable 
Community Strategy. 
 
The main objective (based on a People 
and Place approach) of the Melton 
Sustainable Community Strategy are to: 

 Improve the local economy and 
infrastructure  

 Re-vitalise Melton Mowbray town 
centre 

 Improve learning opportunities to 
help individuals achieve their 
potential  

 Making existing structures and 
projects more accessible 

 Reduce traffic congestion in Melton 
Mowbray 

 Focus our work in the priority 
neighbourhoods 

 Create a safer and stronger 

policies and site allocations 
will need to reflect the 
objectives and priorities 
within the Economic 
Development Strategy. 

Appraisal will need to 
reflect the priorities of the 
Economic Development 
Strategy. 
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community 

 Enable and support the provision of 
affordable housing 

 Improve the health and well-being 
of local people 

 
The Economic Development Strategy will 
also help to deliver the Councils overall 
vision and priorities identified in the 
Corporate Plan most notably; 

 Support people and businesses 
through the economic  downturn; 

 Meet the Economic needs of the 
Borough; 

 Maximise the potential of Melton 
Mowbray Town Centre 

 Improving the well-being of 
vulnerable people 
 

The strategy identifies four strategic 
priorities for economic development over 
the next three  years: 

 Promoting Innovation and 
Enterprise 

 Enhancing Aspirations, Skill and 
Creating Economic Activity 

 Improving the Vitality of the 
Boroughs Towns and Villages 



223 

Local Plans, Policies and Programmes  

Plan/Policy/ Programme Objectives and Requirements  How to incorporate into 
the Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

 Maximise Inward Investment and 
Tourism. 

Melton Mowbray Town 
Centre Car Parking 
Strategy Report 

Parking Strategy  
In summary the key recommendations of 
the strategy are:  
  
• No significant increases in public car 
parking provision.  
• Reduce current short stay parking 
charges  
• Increase current long stay parking 
charges  
• Removal of parking charge for disabled 
users in Council car parks  
• Other minor revisions to the tariff 
structure  
• Incorporate Scalford Road public car 
park within Cattle Market site  
• Increase parking spaces at Waterfield 
Leisure Pools  
• Implement CPE and review requirement 
for Residents Parking Zones  
• Revise Local Plan parking standards to 
reflect PPG13 standards  
• Investigate informal pre-Christmas Park 
and Ride site(s)  
• Investigate on-street parking charges  
• Produce a programme of car park quality 

The recommendations of 
the Melton Mowbray Car 
Parking Strategy will need 
to be reflected within the 
policies of the new Melton 
Local Plan. 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal need to reflect 
the recommendations of 
the strategy. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB70a%20MeltonMowbray%20Town%20Centre%20Car%20Parking%20Report.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB70a%20MeltonMowbray%20Town%20Centre%20Car%20Parking%20Report.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB70a%20MeltonMowbray%20Town%20Centre%20Car%20Parking%20Report.pdf
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improvements and identify funding stream  
• Investigate improved car park signage  
• Upgrade existing ticket machines  
• Produce annual monitoring document, 
incorporating a business plan  
• Produce a Travel Plan for Melton 
Borough Council offices  
• Provide a parking page on the Council’s 
website  
• Provision of minimum cycle and 
motorcycle parking at Council car parks  

Melton Mowbray Town 
Centre Masterplan 

The Town Centre Masterplan sets out the 
vision for Melton Mowbray town centre ‘ In 
2027 Melton Mowbray will be 
distinguished as a quality setting for its 
shopping, markets, residents ,businesses, 
visitors, heritage and leisure attractions. It 
will have strong brand image reinforced 
through a quality physical and business 
environment that is recognised as the 
‘Rural Capital for Food’. The Town Centre 
will serve a healthy catchment as an 
accessible and integral part of the wider 
area. 
 
The vision sets the context for the next 
layer, a number of interlinked individual 
Masterplan projects, which have the 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
will need to reflect the 
vision and objectives of the 
master plan. 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal will need to 
reflect the vision and 
objectives of the master 
plan. 
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potential to transform the core of Melton 
Mowbray into a vibrant, high quality and 
integrated Town Centre. As a response to 
the overall Strategic Vision these projects 
provide solutions to the following key 
drivers: 

 Existing transport and movement 
issues; 

 Identification of potential 
development sites; 

 Crime and disorder issues; 

 Promotion of town centre business 
and; 

 Improvements to the appearance 
of the external environment. 

 
The masterplan has six strategic  
objectives : 

 To retain and improve the Cattle 
Market and street markets whilst 
attracting a variety of 
complementary uses that will 
contribute to the vitality and viability 
of the Town Centre. 

 To reinforce the distinctiveness of 
the physical environment by 
creating connections between the 
river, the parks and the Town 
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Centre 

 To ensure that any new 
development in the Town Centre 
reflects high quality and 
aspirational design that 
complements the existing 
environment  

 To develop and integrate the Town 
Centre attractions – retail/ 
markets/commercial/residential/leis
ure, so that they benefit both the 
day and evening economy ; 

 To develop and enhance the 
current brand image of Melton 
Mowbray as a ‘Rural Capital of 
Food ; and  

 To achieve social and economic 
benefits through the creation of an 
accessible, sustainable, safe and 
attractive environment.  

 

Melton Open Space, Sport 
and Recreation 
Assessment 2011. 

 The study concludes that there is a 
shortage of children’s and young person’s 
facilities within the Borough. The current 
allotment provision is at capacity with a 
waiting list. There is generally a good 
distribution of natural open spaces across 
the Borough. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
will need incorporate the 
findings and the 
requirements of the Melton 
Open Space, Sport and 
Recreation Assessment 
2011.  

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to 
incorporate the 
requirements of the study 
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Melton Retail Study 2011 This study was produced to inform the 
Councils Local Development Framework 
and town centre strategies and will also 
assist the council in reaching conclusions 
on shorter term proposals for retail 
development. 
 
Melton Mowbray town centre is the main 
centre in the Borough and functions as an 
important retail and service centre, 
serving the needs of the surrounding rural 
communities. The centre performs 
reasonably well against the majority of the 
key PPS4 health check indicators and 
benefits from a strong and independent 
sector particularly in terms of its 
convenience shopping offer which 
reinforces its role as the Rural Capital of 
Food.  
 
Asfordby and Bottesford are both 
performing well as village centres 
providing small scale top-up food 
shopping and local services to their 
respective local residential areas. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and site allocations 
will need to reflect the 
recommendations of the 
Melton Retail Study. 

The SA Framework and 
appraisal will need to be 
reflective of the 
recommendations of the 
Melton Retail Study. 

Air Quality Progress 
Report 2011 

The air quality objectives applicable to 
LAQM in England are set out in the  
Air Quality (England) Regulations 2000 

The new Melton Local Plan 
will need have policies that 
promote the reduction on 

The impact of development 
on air quality will need to 
be embedded into the SA 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB75%20Melton%20Retail%20Study2011.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB93%20AirQualityProgress%20Report%202011.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB93%20AirQualityProgress%20Report%202011.pdf
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(SI 928), The Air Quality (England)  
(Amendment) Regulations 2002 (SI 
3043), and are shown in Table 1.1. This  
table shows the objectives in units of 
microgrammes per cubic metre  
(µg/m3) (milligrammes per cubic metre, 
(mg/m3) for carbon monoxide) with  the 
number of exceedences in each year that 
are permitted (where applicable). 
 
As the air quality objectives identified 
nationally have not been exceeded in the  
district since 2003, Melton Borough 
Council will continue to monitor air quality  
arising from vehicular transport. This will 
focus on the continued assessment of  
nitrogen dioxide using diffusion tubes in 
and around Melton Mowbray. There will  
continue to be liaison with colleagues at 
Leicestershire County Council for traffic  
data to supplement the report as 
necessary 
 

Co2 levels and pollution. framework and appraisal. 

Soft Measures - Hard 
Facts 

This paper discusses ways to reduce the 
number of cars on the roads, such as car 
sharing and improved bike lanes. 

The evidence needs to be 
used in the preparation of 
policies to support the 
preparation of the new 
Melton Local Plan. 

A reduction in the use of 
the car need s to be 
embedded in the SA 
Framework and appraisal. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB94%20Soft%20Measures-Hard%20Facts.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB94%20Soft%20Measures-Hard%20Facts.pdf
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Melton Borough Council 
Major Employment Sites 
Study 

Our analysis of the local economy 
suggests some particular objectives which 
the Borough Council should consider in 
planning for employment land:  

  To upgrade the mix of economic 
activity towards higher-value, 
knowledge-based activities, 
generating higher-paid jobs;  

  To provide space for small and 
emerging firms, with the aim of 
fostering entrepreneurship in the 
Borough; and  

  To support the development of the 
Borough’s food and drink sector 
particularly, by encouraging it to 
diversify towards higher-value 
activities.  

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies will need to reflect 
the objectives of the major 
employment land study. 

The objectives will need to 
be reflected within the SA 
framework and appraisal 
process. 

Melton Borough Council 
Corporate Plan 2011 

We want to enhance the quality of life for 
everyone in the Borough of Melton to 
achieve a sustainable, prosperous and 
vibrant community… A place where 
people want to live, work and visit. 
 
Top Four Priorities: 

 Communities that are safe and feel 
safe  

 A cleaner, greener environment 

 Inclusive communities with a strong 

The new Melton Local Plan 
will need to reflect the 
overall corporate vision and 
prioritise for the Borough.  

The priorities for the 
Borough will need to be 
embedded within the SA 
framework and appraisal. 
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economy 

 A well run council, good services 
that are value for money. 

Melton Borough Council 
Retail Study 2011- 2014 

High Level Priorities 
1. Tackling anti-social behaviour and 
enhancing public confidence. 
2. Tackling domestic abuse. 
3. Tackling serious acquisitive crime 
including domestic burglary. 
4. Enhancing road safety. 
5. Creating a safe town centre by 
reducing alcohol related violence, criminal 
damage, purse dipping and theft. 
6. Reducing rural crime including burglary 
other than dwellings. 

The new Melton Local Plan 
objectives and policies will 
need to reflect the high 
level prioritise of the 
Community Safety 
Strategy. 

The high level priorities of 
reducing  and enhancing 
road safety will need to be 
embedded into the SA 
framework and appraisal. 

Melton Borough Council 
Sustainable Community 
Strategy 2008-2013 This 
study is currently being 
updated  

The strategy outlines three top priorities 
that have been identified as the main 
issues to improve and develop. 

 Rejuvenate Melton Mowbray Town 
Centre 

 Integrate the priority needs of the 
Borough with the services offered 
by our partners to better meet our 
customers’ needs  

 Develop our approach to 
supporting and developing young 
people incorporating relevant 
education and skills in the Borough 

The new Melton Local Plan 
vision, objectives should 
reflect those set out within 
the Sustainable Community 
Strategy (SCS). The plans 
policies should help to 
deliver the aspirations set 
out within the SCS. 

The principles of the SCS 
need to be embedded 
within the SA framework 
and objectives. 
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Objectives  

 Focus our work in the priority 
neighbourhoods  

 Re-vitalise Melton Mowbray Town 
Centre  

 Create a Safer and Stronger 
Community  

 Reduce traffic and congestion n 
Melton Mowbray 

 Enable and support the provision of 
affordable housing  

 Improve the health and well-being 
of local people  

 Improve learning opportunities to 
help individuals achieve their 
potential  

 Improve the local economy and 
infrastructure  

 Making existing structure and 
projects more accessible  
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Melton Borough Council 
Homelessness Strategy 
2008- 2011 

 
The Council recognises that 
homelessness hinders individual and 
community growth.  
Effects on individuals are not limited to 
housing but to health, training, education 
and overall self-esteem. We recognise 
that solving one problem in isolation is not 
a satisfactory remedy and that people 
must be given choices and options. The 
Councils vision is to have the correct 
partnerships in place to maximise the 
potential for people to have a settled and 
secure home and enjoy the consequent 
benefits for themselves and society as a 
whole. 
Taking on board the research undertaken 
in the Review of Homelessness, the  
Council has agreed the following key 
priorities for the Homelessness Strategy.  
They underpin the Delivery Plan.  
  

 Homelessness prevention  
  

 Maximise the use of existing 
housing stock  

  

 Develop the Housing Options 
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Approach  
  

 Engage the private rented sector 
Tackle numbers of households 
residing in temporary 
accommodation  

  

 Improve partnership working  
  

 Understand the customer journey  
  

 Value for Money 
 
 
 
 

Melton Borough Council 
Race Equality Scheme 

This Single Equality Scheme sets out the 
Council’s objectives and approach to 
promoting equality and diversity, good 
relations and in tackling discrimination 
and harassment. It recognises that 
specific actions are needed to address 
different equality issues whilst also 
acknowledging many people experience 

The new Melton Local Plan 
policies and objectives will 
need to ensure that they do 
not discriminate against 
any member of the 
population or future 
population. 

The SA framework and 
appraisal will need to 
ensure that any information 
contained within the new 
Melton Local Plan does not 
discriminate against any 
member of the population 
or future population. 
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Local Plans, Policies and Programmes  

Plan/Policy/ Programme Objectives and Requirements  How to incorporate into 
the Local Plan 

Implications for the SA 

more than one type of disadvantage or 
discrimination (multiple discrimination). 
 
In summary the Equality Duty requires the 
Council in the exercise of their functions, 
to have due regard to the need to:  

  

 Eliminate unlawful discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation and 
other conduct prohibited by the Act.  

 Advance equality of opportunity 
between people who share a protected 
characteristic and those who do not.  

 Foster good relations between people 
who share a protected characteristic 
and those who do not. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



235 

Appendix B Key Messages  

Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

Accessibility and transport  

 Promote sustainable transport 

 Encourage more people to walk 
and cycle and reduce the use of 
the car 

 To ensure that the transport 
infrastructure and system meets 
the requirements of local 
businesses 

 Improve social inclusion by making 
services and facilities accessible 

 Reduce Pollution 

 Improve Public transport  

 Reduce traffic  

National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
6Cs Congestion Management Study 
(2008) 
Leicestershire County Council Local 
Transport Plan 3 
Melton Mowbray Sustainable Transport 
Strategy  
Melton Mowbray Town Centre Car 
Parking Strategy Report 
 
 
 

Requires objectives to enable the 
development of a sustainable transport 
infrastructure that reduces the overall 
levels of travel and ensures accessibility 
to key services and facilities. 
 
 

Air Quality 

 Reduce pollution 

 Prevent the detrimental impact on 
human health, quality of life and 
the environment 

The Air Quality Study for England (2007) 
Melton Borough Council Air Quality 
Progress Report (2011) 

Requires objectives to prevent pollution, in 
order to protect air quality. 

Biodiversity and habitats 

 Protect and promote biodiversity  

 Conserve and threatened species 

 Ensure that land uses (including 
agriculture) does not threaten 
biodiversity  

 Protect, restore and improve 
habitats including woodland, and 

EU Habitats Directive  
EU Birds Directive  
EU Landscape Convention 
Bern Convention 
EU Directive on the Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and 
Flora 1992. 
European Biodiversity Strategy 
National Planning Policy Framework 

Requires objectives to protect, enhance 
and improve biodiversity and habitats. 
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

aquatic ecosystems 

 Create and integrate habitats in 
urban spaces and in the built 
environment  

 Protect and extend heathland  

National Planning Practice Guidance 
Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for 
England’s wildlife and ecosystem services 
UK Biomass Strategy (2007) 
Working with a grain of nature – A 
Biodiversity Strategy for England 
6Cs Green Infrastructure Strategy (2010) 
Melton Landscape Character Assessment  
Melton Borough Council Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity Study 2011 

Business development and the 
economy  

 Re-vitalise Melton Mowbray town 
centre 

 Improve the local economy and 
infrastructure  

 To encourage new employment 
development around Melton 
Mowbray. 

 Meet the Economic needs of the 
Borough 

 Maximise the potential of Melton 
Town Centre 

 To upgrade the mix of economic 
activity  towards higher value 
knowledge based activities 
generating higher paid jobs 

 To provide space for small and 
emerging firms. 

 To ensure our workforce has the 

National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
East Midlands Employment Land Study 
(2010) 
Leicester and Leicestershire Employment 
Land Study Report 2008 
Leicester and Leicestershire Employment 
Land Update 2012 
Leicester and Leicestershire  Enterprise 
Partnership Economic Growth Plan 2012-
2030 
Draft Leicester and Leicestershire 
Economic Development Strategy 2011 
Melton Economic Development Strategy 
2012-15 
Melton Employment Land Study  
Melton Retail Study 
 

Requires objectives to deliver quality 
employment land, in order to encourage 
new businesses within the Borough. To 
ensure that the correct infrastructure is in 
place to support local businesses for the 
local economy to grow and develop. A 
further objective is required to ensure that 
the local labour supply have the correct 
skills for local industry now and in the 
future. 
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

skills, experience and qualifications 
businesses will need in the future 

 Increase availability of employment 
land and infrastructure (Increase 
the availability of fit for purpose 
high quality employment land and 
premises, Ensure transport 
infrastructure supports future 
economic growth, Promote the 
need for high quality digital 
infrastructure, Increase the 
provision of a range of quality 
housing to support economic 
growth. 

 

Climate change  

 Spatial planning should contribute 
to sustainable communities and the 
reduction of carbon dioxide 

 Minimise the effects of climate 
change 

 Encourage zero or low carbon 
communities 

The Kyoto Protocol 
European Sustainable Development 
Strategy 
Localism Act 2011 
National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance 
UK Government Sustainable 
Development Strategy; securing the future 
The Carbon Plan: Delivery our Local 
Carbon Future 
The Climate Change Act  
Low Carbon Energy Opportunities and 
Heat Mapping for local planning areas 
across the East Midlands 
Nottingham Declaration 
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

Community safety  

 Design out crime 

 Reduce the fear of crime  

 To promote and enhance 
partnerships  

National Planning Policy Framework 
Melton Community Safety Strategy 

 Requires objectives for good design that 
can be linked to reducing the fear of 
crime. 

Education 

 A low skills base  

National Planning Policy Framework 
 
Economic Development Strategy 

Requires objectives that encourage the 
local population to improve their skills and 
qualifications  

Employment  

 To ensure that the local labour 
market have the correct skills to 
employed in local industries now 
and in the future. 

 Reduce worklessness 

 Available good quality employment 
land  

National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
East Midlands Employment Land Study 
(2010) 
Leicester and Leicestershire Employment 
Land Study Report 2008 
Leicester and Leicestershire Employment 
Land Update 2012 
Leicester and Leicestershire  Enterprise 
Partnership Economic Growth Plan 2012-
2030 
Draft Leicester and Leicestershire 
Economic Development Strategy 2011 
Melton Economic Development Strategy 
2012-15 
Melton Employment Land Study  
Melton Retail Study 
 

Requires objectives to reduce 
worklessness and improve the local 
labour markets skills. There is also a 
requirement to have a good supply of 
good quality employment land. 

Energy 

 To maintain the reliability of energy 
supplies 

 To make sure that every home is 

EU Renewable Energy Directive 
National Policy Statement EN1: 
Overarching Energy Policy Statement  
National Policy Statement EN2:Fossil Fuel 

Requires objectives to positively plan for 
renewable energy. Objectives should also 
encourage new developments to improve 
energy efficiency.  
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

adequately and affordably heated  

 To reduce carbon emissions 

 To plan positively for renewable 
energy 

 
 

Electricity Generating Infrastructure 
National Policy Statement: EN3 
Renewable Energy Infrastructure  
National Policy Statement: EN4 for Gas 
Supply Infrastructure and Gas Oil 
pipelines 
National Policy Statement EN5: Electricity 
for Electricity Networks  Infrastructure  
National Policy Statement EN6: Nuclear 
Power Generation 
Energy White Paper: Our Energy Future 
Low Carbon Opportunities and Heat 
Mapping for Local Planning Areas across 
the East Midlands  
 
 

Flood risk 

 Safeguard land used to manage 
floodwater 

 Avoid inappropriate development 
on floodplains 

 Ensure new development does not 
afford risk elsewhere 

 
Water Framework Directive 
National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance 
Melton SFRA 

 
Requires objectives to minimise flood risk 
by considering where development should 
take place, and by protecting floodplains. 

Health 

 To improve the health of the 
Borough’s population 

 To increase access to health 
services and facilities. 

 Increase safety on the Borough’s 
road and reduce the number of car 

National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
The Leicester and Leicestershire JSNA 
2012 

Requires objectives to improve health. 
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

accidents. 

Historic Environment  

 To enhance and protect the 
Borough’s historic environment  

National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
English Heritage Strategy 2011-2015 
Heritage Protection Review White Paper 
(2007) 
Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland 
Historic Landscape Characterisation 
Project 2010 
 
 

Requires objectives to preserve and 
enhance the historic environment. 

Housing  

 Support the housing needs of 
vulnerable people  

 Reduce Homelessness 

 Improve affordability of housing 
across the Borough 

 Increase the supply of homes 

 Provide an adequate amount of 
land for gypsies and travellers 

National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (2012) 
Laying the Foundations: A Housing 
Strategy for England (2011) 
Lifetime Neighbourhoods 
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland 
Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Needs 
Assessment 2012 
Leicestershire Housing related support 
strategy 2010-2015 
Leicestershire Extra Care Strategy 2010-
2015 
A Qualitative Assessment of the Housing 
Needs and Aspirations of Older People  
Affordable Housing Viability Study 
Melton Housing Strategy 2011 
 
 

Requires objectives to ensure that the 
housing stock is of a high quality standard 
and meets the requirements of the 
Borough’s population. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

Infrastructure  

 To enhance existing infrastructure 
to support new development 

 To deliver new high quality 
infrastructure to support economic 
growth 

 To deliver broadband to rural areas 
within the Borough, in order to aid 
economic development 

National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
National Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
Leicester and Leicestershire HMA Growth 
Infrastructure Assessment 
Superfast Leicestershire  

Requires objectives to support the 
delivery and enhancement of existing 
infrastructure, to support current and 
future development. 

Landscape 

 Protect and enhance the rural and 
built landscape  

 Protect and enhance local 
landscapes 

 Mitigate against harm to the 
landscape 

 Allow easy access to the 
countryside 

 Protect conservation areas , 
historic buildings and the historic 
environment  
 

European Landscape Convention (2007) 
National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
Green Infrastructure and the Urban Fringe 
(2009) 
Melton Borough Council Landscape 
Character Assessment update Report 
2011 
Melton Borough Council Green 
Infrastructure Study  
 

Requires objectives to protect and 
enhance the landscape, and to encourage 
people to use green infrastructure links. 

Resources 
 

 To manage resources effectively  

New Wold Summit on Sustainable 
development Johannesburg 
European Spatial Development 
Perspective 
European Sustainable Development 
Strategy 
UK Sustainable Development Strategy 
 

Requires objectives to promote 
development that minimises the use of 
resources. 
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

 
 

Rural 

 Centre of excellence for food and 
drink 

 Active and cohesive communities 
with residents who influence local 
decisions and support the delivery 
of local services 

 Joined up planning systems to 
support good quality housing, 
services, employment and green 
spaces 

 Well-connected and innovative 
farming communities 

 High quality equestrian services 
and facilities  

 Excellent tow and rural centres in 
which to live, work and to visit 

 Well integrated network of 
community and public transport 
systems.  
 

National Planning Policy Framework 
Leicestershire Rural Framework 2011-
2014 
Improving Life in Leicestershire 2009 

Requires objectives to support and 
enhance the rural community. 

Sustainable Communities 

 Promote social cohesion and 
inclusion in both Melton Mowbray 
and the rural villages 

 Recognise that different members 
of the population have different 

New World Summit Sustainable 
Development Johannesburg 
European Sustainable Development 
Strategy 
National Planning Policy Framework 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
UK Sustainable Development Strategy 

Requires objectives to create sustainable 
communities. 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB32%20LeicestershireRural%20Framework%202011-2014.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB32%20LeicestershireRural%20Framework%202011-2014.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB32%20LeicestershireRural%20Framework%202011-2014.pdf
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

needs 

 Improve the quality of life for the 
Boroughs residents  

 Access to local services and 
facilities 

 Support vulnerable people  

 Tackle poverty 

Tourism 

 To encourage business to start, 
develop and remain within the East 
Midlands  

 Ensure that there is a sufficient 
labour supply for local businesses 
with the correct skills 

 To promote the food and drink 
industry 

East Midlands Food and Drink Sector 
Strategy (2008) 
 
The Food and Drink Strategy for Leicester 
and Leicestershire 
 
Melton Economic Development Strategy 

Requires objective to promote tourism 
within the Borough. 

Waste 

 Reduce the amount of waste 
generated 

 Recycle or reuse waste 

 Minimise the risk to human health 
and the environment from the 
treatment of waste 

  

EU Waste Directive 2008/98/EC 
EU Mining Waste Directive  
National Policy Hazardous Waste 
Government Review of Waste Policy in 
England 2011 
Leicester and Leicestershire Minerals and 
Waste Development Framework 
 
 

Requires objectives to reduce or reuse 
waste. 

Water 

 Improve the quality of our water 
environment  

 Sustainability manage risks of 

EU Water Directive  
National Water Policy 
National Policy Statement Waste Water 
Water for Life and livelihoods. River Basin 
Management Plan Humber River Basin 

Requires objectives to encourage 
sustainable development to improve water 
efficiency and to protect water systems.  
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Key messages from review of relevant 
plans, policies and programmes 

Source of message Implications for the SA Framework 

flooding  

 Ensure sustainable use of water 
resources 

 Protection of water systems  

 Sustainable water supply  

 Adaptation to reduce water 
consumption in homes 

 Encourage new development to 
conserve water. 

 Improve surface water and river 
basins  

District 
Severn Trent Water Resource 
Management Plan (2010) 
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Appendix C Baseline Information 

Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Social              

Indices of 
Deprivation (Rank 
of local 
concentration 
areas lower 
numbers most 
deprived , higher 
numbers least 
deprived)) 

306 (2001) 
298 (2004) 
295 (2007) 
275( 2010)       

As can be seen the 
average score is average 
to other districts within the 
county. Melton’s level of 
deprivation is slightly 
increasing. However 
Melton remains the 40% 
least deprived districts 
nationally. 

Site Allocations for 
housing and economic 
development will allow 
economic growth and 
improve the overall 
prosperity of the 
Borough. 

Population all 
persons 

50,376 
(2011) 
47,866 
(2001) 

 609,578 
(2001) 
650,500 
(2011)         

Population- All 0 
to 15 years  18.10%   18.50% 18.90% 

Melton generally has an 
ageing population; 
however there is an 
indication of a high level of 
young families in light of 
the numbers 0-15 year 
olds. 

An increase in the 
number of children in the 
area will have 
implications for the 
capacity of the existing 
educational facilities. 
Specific site allocations 

Population - All 16 
to 24 years 9.80%   12.10% 11.70% 

Population 25-49 
years 31.80%   32.90% 34.50% 

Population - 50-64 21.10%   18.80% 17.90% 
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

years maybe required to 
contribute to the 
provision of new or 
additional facilities.                                                         
An older age profile has 
potential implications for 
the types of new 
housing (i.e. lifetime 
homes) that must be 
delivered across the 
Borough, with significant 
implications for 
infrastructure, 
particularly in terms of 
future health and social 
care. 

Population all- 65 
and over  19.20%   17.80% 16.90% 

Population - All 
Females  

24,332 
(2001) 
25658 
(2011) 

 308,265 
(2001) 
329,073 
(2011) 

2,124,31
6 (2001) 
26,943,3
08 (2011)   

There has been a slight 
increase in the female 
population.   

Population - All 
Males  

23534 
(2001) 
24718 
(2011) 

 301,282 
(2001) 
321,416 
(2011) 

2048,858 
(2001) 
2,234,49
3 (2011)   

There has been a slight 
increase in the male 
population.   

Population - 
Persons  500,800 

 609,547 
(2001) 
650,489 
(2011) 

4,567,70
0 

53,493,7
00     
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Population - All 
Working Age 16-64 
(males) and 16-to 
64 (females) 

Males 
15,700 
(63.3%) 
Females 
16,100 
(62.2%)   

Males 
63.3% 
Females 
62.2%  

Males 
65% 
Females 
63.4% 

The population of Melton 
tends to be an ageing 
population, with a high 
proportion of the 
population over the age of 
45, there does appear to 
be a growing number of 
young families.  

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies and site 
allocations will need to 
reflect an increase in 
educational needs for a 
growing number of 
young families and the 
correct housing types to 
support the elderly 
population. 

Population - 
Females 0 to 15 
years  4,600   412,600 

4,944,40
0 

Population - 
Females 16-24 
years 2,400   269,800 

3,074,00
0 

Population -
Females 25-
49years 8,300   757,300 

9,282,90
0 

Population - 
Females to 50-64 
year olds  5,400   433,400 

4,855,60
0 

Population- 
Females 65 years 
and over 5,300   442,700 

5,003,40
0 

Population - Males 
-0 to15 years 4,600   431,700 

5,185,80
0 

Population 16 to 
29 years  2,500   280,800 

3,188,40
0 

Population - Males 
30 to 44 years  7,900   744,000 

9,171,60
0 

Population - Males 
45 to 64 years  5,300   427,000 

4,734,50
0 
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Population - Males 
65 years and over  4,500   368,500 

4,053,10
0 

Average net 
migration 2007-12 212 3,382 

  

  

Health  

 Melton is 
ranked 87 
out of 407 
districts on 
our health 
score, 
indicating 
standards of 
health that 
are in the  
top 40% of 
districts 
nationally. 
Our health 
score 
indexes life 
expectancy 
at birth to 
the national 
average 

Nationally, 
there have 
been major 
improvement
s in public 
health over 
the course of 
the last 
century, with 
big increases 
in life 
expectancy. 
However the 
overall 
picture masks 
significant 
geographical 
variations 
and health 
inequality. 
Our health 
profiles 
assess 
Melton 
according to         
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

a number of 
health 
indicators, 
including life 
expectancy, 
expected 
prevalence of 
smoking and 
obesity, infant 
mortality and 
standardised 
mortality 
rates. 

Health obesity  

9800 
(24.4%) 
(2006/08)     24.20%     

Disability mental 

In 2010/11 
there were 
213 people 
in Melton 
registered 
with their 
GP as 
having a 
mental 
health 
disorder 
including 
schizophren
ia disorder     

0.8% of 
the 
populatio
n have 
metal 
disability  

The number of people 
suffering with a mental 
disability in Melton is lower 
than the national average.   
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

and other 
psychoses. 
This 
equates to 
0.5% of the 
population. 

Disability learning 

In 2011 
there are 
estimated to 
be 910 
people in 
Melton with 
a learning 
disability. 
This 
equates to 
2.3% of the 
population.           
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Disability physical 
(moderate) 

In 2011 
there are 
estimated to 
be around 
2530 people 
aged 18-64 
with a 
moderate 
physical 
disability 
(8.5%), this 
is estimated 
to increase 
to around 
2410 people 
by 2030.     

In 2011 
7.8% of 
the 
national 
populatio
n had a 
moderate 
physical 
disability. 

 There are a higher 
percentage of residents 
within the borough living 
with a physical disability 
than the national average.   

Disability physical 
(serious) 

There are 
estimated to 
be a further 
790 (2.6%) 
people in 
Melton aged 
16-64 with a 
serious 
physical 
disability.       

2.3% of 
the 
national 
populatio
n aged 
18-64 
suffers 
from a 
serious 
physical 
disability.     

Disability visual  No 
information 

          

Disability Hearing           
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Social Deprivation 

available  
  
            

Barriers to 
Housing and 
Services score 
where I is the most 
deprived  27,483      

Fuel Poverty 
(DECC 2011) 17.7% 17.3% 18.4% 11.5% 

A higher proportion of the 
Melton population live in 
fuel poverty compared to 
the national average. 

The new Melton Local 
Plan will need  

Faith 

69.1% of 
the 
population 
have a 
religion; 
24% of the 
population 
have no 
religion and 
6.8% of 
people did 
not state if 
they had a 
religion.     

65.7% of 
populatio
n have 
religion. 
27.5 % of 
the 
populatio
n do not 
have a 
religion 
and 6.8% 
of the 
populatio
n do not 
state if 
they had 
a religion.     

Civil Partnership 0.20%  996 0.20% 0.20%     
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Marriage  53.40%  275,502 48.50% 46.60%     

Infant Mortality  2 (2007/09)     
4.7 
(2007/09) 

The local average is not 
significantly different to the 
national average.   

Mortality Rates 

No up to 
date 
information       
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Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Childhood obesity  

In 2009/10 
7.9 % of 
children in 
year one 
was obese 
and 13.4% 
of children 
in year 6 
were obese.     

Year 1 - 
9.8% of 
children 
were 
obese 
Year 6 
18.7% of 
children 
were 
obese 
(2009/10)
. 

The Melton average is not 
significantly different for 
the number of children 
classed as obese in year 
one but, the average 
number of children classed 
as obese in year 6 is 
significantly lower than the 
national average. 

The new Melton Local 
Plan will encourage 
people to live a healthier 
lifestyle by providing 
recreation areas. New 
development should 
also be easily accessible 
to services and facilities 
by foot in order to 
reduce the need to 
travel by car. 

Participation in 
physical activity  

24.4% 
(2008/09)     21.60% 

The number of adults 
participating in physical 
activity within the Borough 
is higher than the national 
average.   

Population 
Density Number of 
person per 
Hectare 1   2.9 4.1 

The population density for 
the Borough is lower 
compared to the rest of the 
East Midlands region and 
nationally.   

Dwellings - Flats 
and maisonettes 3,092   420,360 

9,337,67
8 

The majority of the 
Boroughs’ housing stock is 
detached, the majority of 

The split of different 
housing types that 
already exist across the Dwellings - 8,784   615,938 4,949,21
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Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Detached 6 dwellings in the East 
Midlands and Nationally 
are semi- detached. 

Borough of Melton does 
not necessarily reflect 
the needs or the 
demands of the 
population; therefore it is 
important to ensure that 
housing allocations 
make a positive 
contribution to meeting 
the specific needs of 
individual communities. 

Dwellings- semi 
detached 7,743   673,713 

6,889,93
5 

Dwellings – 
Terraced 3,341   386,411 

5,396,45
9 

dwellings 
temporary (mobile 
homes and house 
boats ) 54   6,807 80,964 

Dwellings total 21490 

245,245 
(2001) 
267,400 
(2011) 

1,895,60
4 

22,063,3
68 

Number of 
sustainable homes 0      

Homelessness – 
total 79   6,200 102,200     

Percentage of 
overcrowded 
households 1.6% 

     Percentage of 
under occupied 
homes 81.2% 

     
Households with 
no usual residents  3.39% 3.5% 4% 4.4% 

  Number of 
pensioner 
households 

Single 2692 
(12.5%) 

2+ people 
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Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

2218 
(10.3%) 

Specialist Housing 
Older People  

Affordable 
298 units  

Market 21 
units  

Total 319 
units within 

the Borough 
     

Number of 
affordable homes 
delivered 

7 (2013) 
AMR 29 
(2012) 
46(2011)       

The number of affordable 
dwellings delivered over 
the last three years has 
decreased from 46 per 
annum to 7. 

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies and site 
allocations will need to 
provide the affordable 
housing that is required 
to support the housing 
needs of the Borough. 

House price to 
income 
affordability ratio 

Median 7.23 
lower 
quartile 7.62 

     Number of 
households in 
affordable housing 
need  

      

House prices 
average (£) £150,000   £135,000 £170,000 

The average house price 
within the Borough is 
higher than the average for 
the East Midlands, but 
lower than the national 
average. 

The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to provide 
adequate affordable 
housing. 
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House prices 
average detached 
(£) £226,000           

House prices 
average semi -
detached (£) £143,793           

House prices 
average terraced 
(£) £120,793           

House prices 
average flat or 
apartment (£) £103,000           

Number of unfit 
homes 7.93% 4.20% 4.04%   

The number of unfit homes 
in the Borough is higher 
than both the county and 
regional average.   

Total dwelling 
stock 

2149000.00
%   

1972000
00.00% 

2297600
0.00% 

The Borough's level of 
private housing tenure is 
comparable to the national 
and regional level, the 
number of RSL rented 
properties is significantly 
lower than the national and 
regional average.  

  

Housing tenure – 
LA 8.50%  2,569 (5.7%) 9.40% 7.50% 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to identify 
appropriate sites and 
manage their delivery. 
Ensure the mix of types, 
tenures and densities 
meet the needs of 
specific communities. 
Ensure that new 
allocated sites are 

Housing tenure –
RSL 2.60%  3.6% 6.50% 10.10% 

Housing tenure - 
private  88.80%  5,921 83.90% 82.10% 

Local Authority 
housing stock that 
is non-decent (%) 15.10%         
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Number of 
households living 
in unsuitable 
housing  

403 (1.9% 
of all 

households) 
    

sufficiently viable to 
support delivery of 
affordable housing. 
Allow for affordable 
housing development  
in areas where 
development would not 
usually be permitted.  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Vacant dwellings – 
LA Unknown         

Vacant dwellings - 
other  Unknown         

Vacant dwellings - 
private  Unknown         

Vacant dwellings – 
total Unknown   

1,582,92
0 

15,475,5
31   

Gypsy and 
Traveller Caravans 
–total 

40 (2009) 
23 (2010) 
16 (2011) 
14 (2012) 
10 (2013)       

The number of gypsy and 
traveller caravans residing 
in the Borough slowly 
decreased since 2009.   

Life expectancy at 
birth- females  83.1   82.1 82.3 

The life expectancy of 
females at birth is higher in 
Melton, than the average 
for the East Midlands or 
nationally. 

The role of the new 
Melton Local Plan will 
play a role in improving 
access to health 
facilities and the overall 
well-being of 
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Life expectancy at 
birth - males  80   78.1 78.3 

The life expectancy of 
males at birth is higher in 
Melton, than the average 
for the East Midlands or 
nationally. 

communities by 
providing recreational 
facilities. 

New health 
facilities or those 
enhanced or 
expanded – total  0         

New or enhanced health 
facilities will need to be 
delivered to support new 
development on a needs 
basis. 

Participation in 
sport - (%)  23%         

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies and site 
allocations will be 
required to deliver high 
quality public open 
spaces, which will allow 
residents to engage in 
sports activities.  

Museums – total 1         

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to 
encourage tourism and 
inward investment 
opportunities. 
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Tourism Visitor 
Figures 

The 
proportion 
of 
employment 
in hotels 
and 
restaurants 
in Melton is 
6.87% This 
places 
Melton in 
the middles 
20% of 
districts 
nationally. 
By 
comparison 
with 5.54% 
in 
Leicestershi
re 5.7% 
east 
midlands 
and 6.82% 
nationally.           

New open space in 
connection with 
planning 
approvals (ha) 

 There have 
been five 
new sites in 
connection 
with           
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planning 
approvals 
between 
2005 and 
2011 (MBC 
Sport and 
Rec Study) 

New Community 
Facilities in 
connection with 
planning 
approvals  0     

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will need to 
promote the 
enhancement of existing 
communities and 
support the development 
of new community 
facilities, where there is 
a shortfall.  

Community 
Facilities lost  0     

Managed Open 
Spaces             

Allotments 

35 92014) 
38 (2011) 
36 (2005)        

 There has been a loss of 
2 allotments since 2005. 
However all of the 
remaining 38 allotments 
are currently at capacity. 
Melton Borough Council 
has a new policy where 
when a new allotment 
becomes available it is 
divided into two plots. 

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to take 
account of existing 
allotment allocations. 

All Crime – Total           The policies within the 
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Violent crime 
against a person  

554 
(ONS,2011)         

new Melton Local Plan 
will need to promote 
good quality design, in 
order to design out 
crime and the fear of 
crime. 

Business Crime - 
Total   123    18,931  219,523   

Criminal damage -
total            

Drug Offences- 
Total  90 

12,141 ONS 
2011       

Sexual Offences- 
Total 44 

4108 ONS 
2011       

Fear of Crime            

Dwelling Burglary 
–Total 

570 
(ONS,2011)         

People killed and 
seriously injured 
road traffic 
accidents – Total 

72(2011/20
12)           

Robbery – Total 
4 
(2011/2012)           

Theft from a motor 
vehicle – Total 

180 
(2011/2012)           

Violence Against a 
Person - Total              

Leisure Centres - 
Total  2           

Libraries - Total  2           

Environmental              

Contaminated land 1280 ha     Contaminated land can 
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coverage (ha) cause constraints to 
development. 

Quality of 
Agricultural Land 

Grade 2 
(4%) 
Sub-grade 
3a (19.1%) 
Sub-grade 
3b (75.4%) 
Grade 4 
(1.3%) 
Grade 5 
(0.2%) 
     

Good Quality 
Agricultural land is a 
constraint to 
development. 

Biological 
SINCs/Local 
Wildlife Sites -area 
covered (ha)  368.8 ha         

Protected sites can be 
constraints to new 
development. 

Local Nature 
Reserves - area 
covered (ha) 32.9 ha         

Local Nature 
Reserves – total 

3 local 
natures 

reserves 
Holwell 

Reserves, 
Stonesby 

Quarry and 
Wymondha

m Rough   32   

 1500 
covering 
35,000 
ha   
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National Nature 
Reserves area 
covered (ha)       

 94,400 
hectares  
0.6% of 
the 
country.   

National Nature 
Reserves total  2  2  15 

 224 
covering    

SSSI- condition is 
favourable (ha)  51.84 (ha)  1193.4(ha)  47.17%  37.54%   

SSSI-condition is 
unfavourable 
declining (ha)  22.46 (ha)  101.2 (ha)  51.28%  1.61%   

SSSI- condition is 
unfavourable no 
change (ha)  11.64(ha)  323.29 (ha)  1.03%  2.18%   

SSSI- condition is 
unfavourable 
recovering (ha)  159.48 (ha)  3342.58 (ha)  0.51%  58.63%   

Battlefields total 0  1    43     

Conservation 
Areas with 
Management 
Plans  44           
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Conservation 
Areas total 44      9,080   

Site Allocations within 
the new Melton Local 
Plan adjacent to 
conservation areas will 
need to be of good 
design in order not to 
have any detrimental 
effects on the existing 
area of identified 
importance. 

Geological Local 
sites areas 
covered (ha)             

Listed Buildings 
(Grade I and  II) 703   

 
 374,081   

It is important that any 
site allocations do not 
incur negative impacts 
on heritage assets or 
their settings. 

Grade I and II 
Listed Buildings at 
risk of decay  9    27,000     

Registered Parks 
and Gardens - 
area covered (ha) 1      43   

Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments – total 0      19,717   

Woodland 
(Ancient)(ha) 0     

 Covers 
2% of 
Land 814 
(ha)     

Wildlife sites  4           



266 

Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Air Quality 
exceedences of 
the National Air 
Quality standards 
and Objectives for 
NO2- total 0         

The air quality score, 
measured as part of the 
as part of the index of 
multiple deprivation, in 
Melton was 0.79. This 
placed Melton in the 
bottom 40% of districts 
nationally. By 
comparison, the 
Leicestershire score was 
1, the east midlands 
0.93 and national 0.97 

Area covered by 
Air Quality 
Management 
Area(s)- (ha) 0           

Area covered by 
flood zones 2 and 
3- (ha) 9,000 ha           

Carbon dioxide 
emissions per 
capita -(tonnes per 
annum)             

Developers 
incorporating 
SUDS- total Unknown         

New Melton Local Plan 
policies will seek to 
facilitate the use of 
SUDS where 
appropriate in all new 
developments. 
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Dwellings in Air 
Quality 
Management 
Areas(s) total 0           

Postcodes  in 
flood zones 2 or 3 
total 2,000           

Housing 
completions 
between 30 and 50 
per ha 

45 % 
(12/13) 58% 
(11/12)        The majority of new 

development over the last 
three years has been 
between 30- 50 dwellings 
per hectare. 
  
  

 The new Melton Local 
Plan policies should 
encourage new 
development that is 
sympathetic to the 
existing built form.  
  
  

Housing 
completions less 
than 30 per ha 

60% (10/11) 
38% (11/12)       

Housing 
completions more 
than 50 per ha 34% (11/12)       

Housing 
completions on 
PDL 

50.3% 
(2012) 
15.6% 
(2013)       

 Development taking on 
previously developed land 
has started to decrease 
this may be due to a large 
number of brown field sites 
already being re 
developed.  
  

The new Melton Local 
Plan site allocations will 
need to maximise the 
use of previously 
developed land. 

Land developed 
for employment on 
PDL (ha) 

6550 sqm 
(2012/2013) 
10792 sqm 
(2011/2012)       
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New properties 
built incorporating 
water efficiency 
measures –total 0         

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies and site 
allocations will need to 
encourage well 
designed housing 
incorporating water 
efficiency measures. 

Planning 
permissions 
granted contrary 
to the 
Environment 
Agency advice - 
flood defences  0         

In accordance with the 
SFRA the new Melton 
Local Plan will seek to 
avoid allocating land in 
areas at risk of flooding. 

Planning 
permissions 
granted contrary 
to the 
Environment 
Agency advice - 
water quality  0         

 The new Melton Local 
Plan should encourage 
new development and 
allocate sites for 
development in low flood 
risk areas . 

River water quality 
High 0           

River Water 
quality Good   2           

River water quality 
moderate   7           
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River water quality 
moderate poor   14           

River water quality 
bad 3           

Water Abstraction        

Waste- all 
household waste 
recycled (%)  47.14%         

 Policies within the new 
Melton Local Plan will 
need to encourage the 
recycling and reuse of 
materials. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Waste -dry 
household waste 
recycled (%)  28.67%         

waste - green 
household waste 
recycled (%)  18.48%         

waste-household 
waste incinerated 
(%)  0%         

Waste- household 
waste landfilled(%)  52.86%         

Waste municipal 
waste landfilled 
(%)  50.83%         

Waste- municipal 
waste used to 
recover 
energy/heat 
(tonnes)  0         
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Energy -total 
(tonnes) 
(municipal waste)  0           

Waste- residual 
household waste 
per household (%)  52.86%           

Waste-total 
municipal waste 
(tonnes)  18,384.01           

Energy - per 
meter- 
industrial/commer
cial electricity 
(kWh)  137.6    12,597  175,039     

Energy - per 
meter- domestic 
electricity (kWh) 99.9  25,0006 

111,319.
3   

Energy consumed 
- by domestic 
users from 
petroleum 
products (GWh)  6.9    585.4  30,896.2     

Energy consumed 
- by rail users from 
petroleum 
products (GWh)  16.8    910.2  8,025.5     
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Energy consumed 
- by road users 
from petroleum 
products (GWh)  413.6    36,806  439,086     

Energy consumed 
from renewables 
(GWh)             

Total energy 
consumed  1,303.8  110,703 

1495,622
.7   

Renewable energy 
capacity installed 
biomass (KW)  0         

Policies and site 
allocations within the 
new Melton Local Plan 
will need promote low 
carbon energy 
opportunities to meet 
Building Regulation 
carbon reduction 
requirements. 

Renewable energy 
capacity installed 
ground source 
heat pumps (KW)  0         

Renewable energy 
capacity installed 
solar PV (KW) 

 2,600 
(2011/12 
AMR)         

Renewable Energy 
capacity installed 
solar heat (KW)  0         

Renewable energy 
capacity installed - 
wind (MW) 

11 
MW(2008/0
9)  
49 MW 
(2009/10)         



272 

Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

8.5MW 
(2010/11) 
113 MW 
(2011/12) 
278 MW 
(2012/13) 
 
 

Accessibility of 
new households 
to a GP surgery 
within 30 minutes 
by public 
transport 

 59 
(2012/13) 
 
156 
(2011/12) 
 
150  
(2010/11)         

Accessibility of 
new households 
to a hospital 
within 30 minutes 
by public 
transport 

 59 
(2012/13) 
140 
(2011/12) 
 
147 
(2010/11)         

Accessibility of 
new households 
to  a primary 
school within 30 
minutes of public 
transport 

 59 
(2013/13) 
156 
(2011/12) 
 
150 
(2010/11)         
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Accessibility of 
new  households 
to a secondary 
school within 30 
minutes of public 
transport 

 59 
(2012/13) 
154 
(2011/12) 
149 
(2010/11) 
         

Accessibility of 
new  households 
to employment 
within 30 minutes 
of public transport 

59 
(2012/13) 
 
155 
(2011/12) 
 
149 
(2010/11) 
      

Accessibility of 
new  households 
to Retail within 30 
minutes of public 
transport 

59 
(2012/13) 
 
156 
(2011/12) 
 
149 
(2010/11) 
      

The number of 
people who travel 
to work by public 
transport  

Bus 648  
Train 401  

Bus 
132,073 
Train 
28,777 

Bus 
1,886,53
9 
Train  
1,343,68   
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4 

The number of 
people who walk 
to work 3,217  236,719 

2,701,45
3   

Travel Plans 
implemented as 
part of new 
developments  0     

New the new Melton 
Local Plan should 
encourage travel plans 
to be developed and 
implemented as part of 
all new developments. 

Economic              

Railway Station 
footfall (Melton 
Mowbray) 

233334 
(2012/13) 
233780 
(2011/12) 
239066 
(2010/11)           

Railway Station 
footfall 
(Bottesford) 

50820 
(2012/13) 
57486 
(2011/12) 
52378 
(2010/11)           
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Transport and 
Connectivity  

Melton is 
ranked 343 
out of408 
districts for 
its overall 
connectivity 
indicating 
that the 
area 
performed 
in the 
bottom 20% 
of districts 
nationally 
on levels of 
connectivity 
to intercity 
rail, 
motorways 
and airports.           



276 

Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Access to 
Broadband 

A large 
proportion 
of the 
borough is 
at risk from 
not 
receiving 
market led 
broad band. 
The north of 
the borough 
has an 
amber risk 
for not 
relieving 
broad band 
and the 
south west 
no risk         

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies will need to 
promote the role out of 
broadband within the 
rural areas of the 
Borough, in order to 
support the economy. 
The relevant 
infrastructure will need 
to be provided to attract 
the high knowledge 
industries to the 
Borough. 

Benefit claimants - 
all - claimants-
total (% of the 
population) -Feb 
2014 1.60%   2.90% 3.00% 

The percentage of the 
working age population 
claiming benefits is lower 
than the regional and 
national average. 

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies and site 
allocations will work 
towards building a 
strong economy. 
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Gross Value 
Added (GVA) per 
head 

The share 
of national 
GVA in 
Melton is 
very  
low by 
national 
standards, 
with the 
area  
ranking in 
the bottom 
20% of 
districts  
nationally. It 
accounted 
for 0.06% of 
all GVA in  
Great 
Britain.            

Earnings- weekly 
residents median 
(£)             

Earnings- weekly 
workplace median 
(£) 432.8   474.6 517.8 

The average weekly 
earnings in the Borough 
are lower than the average 
for the East Midlands and 
nationally.   



278 

Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Economically 
active working age 
population  % 83.70%   77.50% 77.40% 

The number of people of 
working age in 
employment is higher than 
the average for the East 
Midlands and nationally.   

Economically 
inactive working 
age people % 1.6   2.9   

The number of people of 
working age not currently 
working is lower than the 
average for the East 
Midlands and nationally.   

Jobs- Full and Part 
time total 

Full time 
11,900 Part 
time 6,200           

Jobs by industry -
construction % 4.5   4.3 4.5     

Jobs by industry- 
manufacturing % 24.4   13.8 8.7 

A high percentage of the 
population is employed in 
manufacturing jobs 
compared to the region 
and nationally.   
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Jobs by industry - 
services % 69.7   80.2 85.5 

A lower percentage of the 
population are employed in 
service industry 
occupations compared to 
the region and nationally.   

Jobs density- (1.0 
=1 job for each 
working age 
resident) 0.78   0.75 0.78 

 The job density for the 
Borough is slightly higher 
than the regional average 
but the same as the 
national average.   

New floor space 
leisure 0           

New retail floor 
space 

 236 sqm 
(2011/12)  
1240sqm 
(2012/13)           

Employment 
profile - 1 
managers and 
senior officials % 17.90%   9.80% 10.10%     

Employment 
profile -2 
professional 
occupations % 17.60%   17.40% 19.70%     

Employment 
profile-3 associate 
prof and tech 
occupations % 14.80%   13.10% 14.00%     
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Employment 
profile -4  
administrative and 
secretarial 
occupations unknown   10.70% 10.90%     

Employment 
profile -5 skilled 
trades % unknown   10.70% 10.50%     

Employment 
profile- 6 personal 
services 
occupations % unknown   8.70% 9.00%     

Employment 
profile 7 sales and 
customer service 
occupations % unknown   7.50% 7.90%     

Employment 
profile-8 process, 
plan and machine 
operatives % unknown   8.60% 6.30%     

Employment 
profile -9 
elementary 
occupations-  % unknown   12.90% 10.80%     

Qualifications - 
working age 
people with Level 
1 and above 
equivalent 
qualifications - % 5,793 (14%)   

521,492 
(24.7%) 

5,714,44
1 (22.5%)     
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Qualifications - 
working age 
people  with Level 
2 and above 
equivalent 
qualifications- % 

6,794 
(16.5%)   

575,351(
15.6%) 

6,544,61
4(15.2%)     

Qualifications - 
working age 
peoples with Level 
3 and equivalent 
qualifications % 

5,225 
(12.7%)    

477,203 
(12.9%) 

5,309,63
1(12.4%)     

Qualifications - 
working age 
people with Level 
4 and above 
equivalent 
qualifications - % 

10,785 
(26.2%)   

871,702 
(23.6%) 

11,769,3
61 

(27.4%)     

Qualifications 
working age 
people with no 
qualifications - % 

8,808 
(21.4%)   

914,014(
24.7%) 

9,656,81
0 (22.5%)     

Qualifications - 
working age 
people with other 
qualifications - % Unknown           

Employment land 
available (ha) 

36.63 ha 
(2011) 
18.88 ha 
(2012)12.54 
ha (2013)         

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to allocate 
land for employment 
development in the most 
suitable locations. These 
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site allocations will need 
to be fit for purpose and 
provide the relevant 
infrastructure.  

Employment land- 
lost (ha)           

The new Melton Local 
Plan will allocate land for 
employment uses, in 
order to provide the 
correct physical 
conditions for economic 
growth in the Borough. 

Land developed 
business use (ha)           

The new Melton Local 
Plan policies and site 
allocations will need to 
support new business, 
leisure and retail growth 
within the Borough. Site 
allocations will provide 
land for development in 
sustainable locations in 
order to attract inward 
investment, support for 
businesses and the 
relevant infrastructure. 

Land developed 
leisure use (ha) 

 2346 sqm 
(2011) 
15115 sqm 
(2012) 1488 
sqm (2013)         

Land developed -
other use (ha)           

Land developed - 
retail use (ha) 

104 sqm 
(2012) 
657sqm 
(2013)         

New business 
floor space - B 
general (sqm) 

14467 sqm 
(2012) 
13,767sqm(
2013)           
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New business 
floor space -
B1(sqm) 

845.7 sqm 
(2011) 5012 
sqm (2012) 
13282 sqm 
(2013)           

New business 
floorsapce B 1a 
(sqm) 

469.2 sqm 
(2011) 4315 
sqm (2012) 
3593 sqm 
(2013)           

New business 
floor space B1b 
and B1c (sqm) 

376.5 sqm 
(2011) 697 
sqm (2012) 
70sqm 
(2013)           

New business 
floor space space 
B2 (sqm) 

388.5 sqm 
(2011) 
5527.4 sqm 
(2012) 6026 
sqm (2013)           

New business 
floor space (B8 
sqm) 

2024 sqm 
(2011) 5164 
(2012) 4078 
(2013)           
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Enterprise Births 8.40%   9.30%   

The Borough on average 
has a lower number of 
businesses starting up in 
the Borough than the 
regional or national 
average. 

It is important that the 
new Melton Local Plan 
policies encourage new 
economic growth, site 
allocations will need to 
be in the right locations 
to attract new 
businesses to the 
Borough. 

Enterprise Deaths 10.00%   9.30%   

The Borough has a higher 
number of business deaths 
than the regional or 
national average.   

Knowledge based 
economy  

Melton is 
ranked 361 
out of 408 
districts on 
our 
industrial 
structure 
score, 
indicating a 
knowledge 
economy  
that 
performs in 
the bottom 
20% of         

 The new Melton Local 
Plan will need to 
encourage the 
development of the 
knowledge based 
economy, by providing 
the relevant skills and 
infrastructure provision 
to ensure longevity.  
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

districts 
nationally. 

Economic 
Performance  

Melton is 
ranked 292 
out of 408 
districts on 
our 
economic 
productivity 
score, 
placing it in 
the bottom 
40% of 
districts 
nationally.            

Take up of 
employment land            

The new Melton Local 
plan policies and site 
allocations will deliver 
sustainable locations to 
encourage economic 
growth. 
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Indicator District  Countywide  Regional  National Commentary on trend  
Implications for SA/ 
Melton Local Plan 

Residences of the 
Melton Work Force 

Charnwood 
1% 
Harborough 
1% 
Hinckley 
and 
Bosworth 
1% 
Leicester 
3% 
Melton 61% 
Containmen
t within 
Leicestershi
re 89% 

     

% of town centre 
businesses saying 
sales turn over 
increased in the 
last year 

30% (2009) 
56% (2010) 
54%(2011) 
16%(2012) 
37.5% 
(2013) 

     

% of vacant units 
in Melton Mowbray 
Town Centre 6.9% 
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Appendix D – Justification of SA Objectives  

SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 

  S
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E
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1.    To ensure 
that the housing 
stock meets the 
housing needs of 
the present and 
future residents 
of the Borough  

Y Y N Y 

 Enable and 
support the 
provision of 
affordable 
housing  

  
NPPF 
 
Planning Policy for 
Traveller Sites (2012) 
 
Laying the Foundations: A 
Housing Strategy for 
England, November 2011 
 
Lifetime Neighbourhoods 
 
Leicester and 
Leicestershire Housing 
Requirements Project 
2013 
 
Leicestershire, Leicester 
and Rutland Gypsy & 
Traveller Accommodation 
Needs Assessment 2012 
 

  
A supply of Affordable 
Housing  
 
A supply of housing that 
meets the needs of the 
Boroughs present and 
future population. 
 
Provide a mix of good 
quality housing. 
 
Well-designed housing 
that meets the latest 
building regulation 
requirements  
 
Reduce homelessness  
 
 
 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.melton.gov.uk/pdf/EB27%20Leicestershire,Leicester%20and%20Rutland%20Gypsy%20&%20Traveller%20Accommodation%20Needs%20Assessment.pdf


288 

SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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A Qualitative assessment 
of the Housing Needs and 
Aspirations of Older people 
 
Affordable Housing 
Viability Assessment 
 
Melton Housing strategy 
2011 
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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2.    To make 
efficient use of 
transport 
infrastructure, 
improve 
accessibility to 
employment and 
services to 
ensure that all 
journeys are the 
most sustainable  

Y Y Y N 

  
Improve the 
local 
economy and 
infrastructure 
 
Reduce traffic 
congestion in 
Melton 
Mowbray 
 
Making 
existing 
structures 
and projects 
more 
accessible  

  
NPPF 
 
NPPG 
 
Local Transport Plan 
 
Soft Measures hard Facts  
 
Sociable Community 
Strategy 
 
Community Safety 
Strategy 
 
Economic Development 
Strategy  

  
Reduce car dependency 
by locating new 
development in 
sustainable locations 
 
Ensure that jobs are 
created in accessible 
locations 
 
Development should be 
only taking place in 
sustainable locations, to 
reduce the need to 
travel by car to facilities 
and services.  
 
Reduce unemployment  
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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3.    To develop a 
strong culture of 
learning, 
enterprise and 
innovation 

Y Y N Y 

  
Improve 
learning 
opportunities 
to help 
individuals 
achieve their          
potential 

  
Sustainable Community 
Strategy 
 
Economic Development 
Strategy 

  
Increase the number of 
people employed in 
higher knowledge 
industries 
 
Increase level of 
qualifications  
 
New Business births 
within the Borough 
 
Ensure that good quality 
employment land is 
allocated for 
employment 
development. 
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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4.      To 
encourage 
opportunities for 
investment in 
order to promote 
tourism. 

Y Y N N 

   The Food and Drink 
Strategy for Leicester and 
Leicestershire 

  
Opportunities for inward 
investment  
 
Regeneration of Melton 
Mowbray Town Centre 

5.    To diversify 
the local 
economy and 
encourage new 
business 
formation 

Y Y N N 

    
NPPF 
 
Economic Development 
Strategy  
 

 A change in the number 
of people employed in 
different sectors. 
 
Encourage inward 
investment  
 
New business births 
 
Good quality 
employment land in 
sustainable locations 
served by the relevant 
infrastructure.  
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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6.    To promote 
high quality 
employment 
opportunities 
that meet the 
need of the 
community  

Y Y N Y 

 Improve the 
local 
economy 
and, 
infrastructure 

  
NPPF 
 
Leicester and 
Leicestershire LLEP 
 
Sustainable Community 
Strategy 
 
Economic Development 
Strategy 
 
Community Safety 
Strategy  

  
The number of people in 
employed.- A reduction 
of unemployment. 
 
An increase in local 
qualifications  
 
 Increase in average 
wages  
 
Reduction of out – 
commuting for 
employment  
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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7.    To protect 
the natural 
environment, 
increase 
biodiversity 
levels and 
enhance 
multifunctional 
green 
infrastructure 
across the 
Borough 

N Y Y Y 

   NPPF 
 
Working with the grain of 
nature – A Biodiversity 
Strategy for England 
 
Green Infrastructure and 
the Urban Fringe (Natural 
England, 2009) 
 
6C’s Green Infrastructure 
Study 

  
Prevent the loss of 
priority habitats  
 
Protect and enhance the 
Borough’s green 
Infrastructure  

8.    To enhance 
and improve the 
built and historic 
environment  

N Y Y N 

  
 
 
 

 NPPF  
 
Heritage Protection 
Review White Paper 
(2007) 
 
English Heritage Strategy 
2011-2015 
 
Leicestershire, Leicester & 
Rutland Historic 
Landscape 

 To protect and enhance 
features of recognised 
importance.  
  
Once some assets are 
lost they are often 
irreplaceable.  
  
Maintain character of 
rural areas.  
  
Conservation of historic 
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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Characterisation Project 
2010 
 
Melton Borough Council 
landscape and Historic 
Urban Character 
Assessment 

environment. 
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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9.    To use land, 
energy, soil, 
mineral and 
water resources 
prudently and 
efficiently. 

N Y Y N 

   Water for Life and 
Livelihoods: A Strategy for 
River Basin Planning 
(Environment Agency, 
2006) 
 
The Air Quality Strategy for 
England (2007) vol. 1 
 
NPPF 
 
Leicester and 
Leicestershire Minerals 
and Waste Development 
Framework 

  
There-use of previously 
developed land  
 
Reduce emissions of 
CO2 and the impacts of 
climate change  
 
Minimise car 
dependency  
 
Efficient use of 
resources  
 
Avoid locating 
unnecessary 
development in flood 
risk areas  
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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10. To promote 
social cohesion 
and support the 
development of 
community 
facilities  across 
the Borough  Y Y N Y 

 Create a 
Safer and 
Stronger 
community 

    
Protection and enhance 
existing community 
facilities  
 
Promote the delivery of 
new community facilities 
to support new large 
developments. 

11.  To reduce 
poverty, crime 
and social 
deprivation and 
secure economic 
inclusion  Y Y N Y 

 Create a 
Safer and 
Stronger 
community 

  
NPPF  
 
Melton Community Safety 
Strategy  
 
Melton Sustainable 
Community Strategy  

  
A reduction in the level 
of crime 
 
A reduction in the 
number of people living 
in poverty  
 
Employment 
opportunities are 
required to reduce the 
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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number of people 
claiming job seekers 
allowance.  

12. To improve 
community 
safety, reduce 
crime and the 
fear of crime Y N N Y 

 Create a 
Safer and 
Stronger 
community 

 NPPF 
 
Melton Sustainable 
Community Strategy  
 
Melton Sustainable 
Community Strategy  

 Reduce crime levels, 
minimise risk and 
increase community 
safety through good 
design. 

13. To minimise 
waste and 
increase the re-
use and 
recycling of 
waste materials  

Y Y Y N 

   NPPF 
Government Review  
of Waste Policy in  
England 2011 

  
Minimise waste in new 
developments  
 
Encourage recycling 
facilities’ within new 
developments 
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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14. To provide 
the necessary 
physical 
conditions and 
infrastructure to 
enable economic 
growth. 

Y Y N N 

  
Improve the 
local 
economy and 
infrastructure 

  
NPPF  
 
Leicester and 
Leicestershire LLEP 
 
Melton Economic 
Development Strategy  
 
 

 Support the 
development of 
innovative and 
knowledge –based 
businesses 
 
Improve learning 
opportunities and 
educational attainment 
 
Provide the relevant 
infrastructure to attract 
inward investment. 
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SA Objective  SA and Integrated 
Impact Assessment 
Theme  

Links to 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy 

Other Sources Sustainability, 
Environmental and 
Equality issues. 
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15. To reduce 
health 
inequalities, 
promote healthy 
lifestyles and 
prolong life. Y N N Y 

 Improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of 
local people 

 NPPF 
 
Leicestershire JSNA  
 
Melton Sustainable 
Community Strategy 

 To promote healthier 
life styles  
 
Provide better access to 
recreational and health 
facilities and services. 

16. To adapt to 
and plan for 
climate change 
and increase 
energy generated 
from renewables N Y Y Y 

   EN1 
 
NPPF 
 
NPPG 
 
Climate Change Act 2008  
 
 

  
Encourage and promote 
energy efficiency 
measures and 
encourage renewable 
energy schemes in new 
and existing 
developments. 
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Appendix E Compatibility of Objectives  

Key 

Highly 
Compatible  

Potentially 
Compatible  Neutral 

X Potentially 
Incompatible  

XX Highly 
Incompatible 

 

SA 
Objectives  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Compatibility between the new 
Melton Local Plan objectives 
and the SA objectives  

      1.   To 
ensure that 
the housing 
stock meets 
the housing 
needs of 
the present 
and future 
residents of 
the Borough  



  -  - -  -  -  -   - -  -   -  -    -  - x x  x  x   -  -  - -  

 Several Local Plan objectives, 
will ensure that housing meets 
the needs of the current and 
future population. 

2. To make 
efficient use 
of transport 
infrastructur
e, improve 
accessibility 
to 
employment 
and 
services to 
ensure that 
all journeys 
are the 
most 
sustainable   - -   -    -  -  -  -   -  -  

 
 x  x  -  -    -  -  -  

 Several Local Plan objectives 
encourage the efficient use of 
transport infrastructure in order 
to improve access to services 
and facilities. 

3. To 
develop a 
strong 
culture of 
learning, 
enterprise  - -  -  -  -  -   -  - -    -  -   - -  -  -  -   -  -  -  - -  -  

 Several local plan objectives are 
particularly compatible with this 
objective 
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SA 
Objectives  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Compatibility between the new 
Melton Local Plan objectives 
and the SA objectives  

and 
innovation 

4. To 
encourage 
opportunitie
s for 
investment 
in order to 
promote 
tourism.  -  - -  -  -   -  



  - -  -  -  -  -   - -  -   -  -  -  - -  -  -  

 Local Plan Policy 9 is 
particularly compatible with the 
SA objective. Local Plan policies 
6 and 8 which promote the 
regeneration of the rural 
economy and revitalisation of 
Melton Town centre are also 
particularly important. 

5. To 
diversify the 
local 
economy 
and 
encourage 
new 
business 
formation  -    -  - -  -     - -  -  -  -   -  -  -   - -  -   - -  -  -  -  

 Several local plan policies are 
particularly compatible with SA 
objective 5 especially number 8- 
help to regenerate the rural 
economy. 

6. To 
promote 
high quality 
employment 
opportunitie
s that meet 
the need of 
the 
community   -   - -  -     - -   -    -  - -  -  -  -   - -  -  -  -  -  

 A number of local plan 
objectives are compatible with 
SA objective 6, as they promote 
economic development, provide 
housing to support economic 
growth and improve local skills. 
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SA 
Objectives  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Compatibility between the new 
Melton Local Plan objectives 
and the SA objectives  

7. To 
protect the 
natural 
environmen
t, increase 
biodiversity 
levels and 
enhance 
multifunctio
nal green 
infrastructur
e across the 
Borough  x  x -  -  -  -   x -  -  -   -     - -    -  -   - 



  - -  

 Housing and commercial 
development could have an 
adverse effect upon the natural 
environment., therefore 
objectives encouraging 
development are potentially 
incompatible with protection of 
the natural environment. 
However Local Plan objective 18 
which promotes the protection of 
the natural environment is 
particularly compatible. 

8. To 
enhance 
and 
improve the 
built and 
historic 
environmen
t   x -   -  -  - -  x  -   -  - -  -   - -  -    -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 Housing and commercial 
development could have an 
adverse effect upon the built 
heritage, therefore objective 
encouraging development are 
potentially incompatible. Local 
Plan objective 19 is particularly 
compatible as it encourages the 
conservation of the historic 
environment and heritage 
assets. 

9. To use 
land, 
energy, soil, 
mineral and 
water 
resources 
prudently 
and 
efficiently.   x x   -  - -  -   x  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -   -  - -  -  -   -   -  -  

 Housing and commercial 
development could have an 
adverse effect upon the use of 
land, energy, soil, mineral and 
water resources, and are 
therefore potentially 
incompatible. However local plan 
objective 21 is particularly 
compatible as it seeks to 
manage the use of natural 
resources. 
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SA 
Objectives  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Compatibility between the new 
Melton Local Plan objectives 
and the SA objectives  

10. To 
promote 
social 
cohesion 
and support 
the 
developmen
t of 
community 
facilities  
across the 
Borough   - -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -   -   -   - -  -  -   - -   - -  -  

 A number of the local plan and 
SA objectives are compatible 
particularly local plan objective 
12 – to improve facilities for all 
the community. 

11.  To 
reduce 
poverty, 
crime and 
social 
deprivation 
and secure 
economic 
inclusion.    -   -  -  -   - -    -   -   -  -  -   -  - -  -   - -  

 Several of the local plan policies 
are compatible with the SA 
objectives particularly objective 5 
which sets out to improve 
community safety and reduce 
crime and the fear of crime. 

12.To 
improve 
community 
safety, 
reduce 
crime and 
the fear of 
crime  - -  -  -  



 -  -  -   - -  -  -  -  -  -  
 
 -   - -  -   - -  -  -  -  

 Melton Local Plan objectives 5 
and 16 are particularly 
compatible with SA objective 12 
as they encourage a reduction in 
crime and improved community 
safety. As well as well designed 
new development. 

13. To 
minimise 
waste and 
increase the 
re-use and 
recycling of 
waste 
materials   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -   -  - -   -  - -   -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 


 Local Plan objective 25 is very 
compatible with SA objective 13, 
as they both encourage the 
development to minimise waste 
and increase the use of 
recycling. 
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SA 
Objectives  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Compatibility between the new 
Melton Local Plan objectives 
and the SA objectives  

14. To 
provide the 
necessary 
physical 
conditions 
and 
infrastructur
e to enable 
economic 
growth. 

 - 



  - -    -   -    -    - 

 


 - x x x  -  - -  -  -   Several local plan objectives are 
compatible with the SA 
objectives, however there are 
potential incompatibility issues 
surrounding the protection of 
natural resources, heritage and 
the rural character of the area. 

15. To 
reduce 
health 
inequalities, 
promote 
healthy 
lifestyles 
and prolong 
life.   -   -  - -  -   -  -  - -  







 -  
 
 -   -  - -  -  -  -   - -  -  

 There are a number  of local 
plan objectives that are 
compatible with SA objectives 
particularly objective 12 which is 
to improve the access to 
services for all members of the 
community and objective 15 
which is to reduce health 
inequalities.  

16.To adapt 
to and plan 
for climate 
change and 
increase 
energy 
generated 
from 
renewable.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 



  - 

 Local Plan objectives 23 and 24 
are particularly compatible with 
SA objective 16 as they  reduce 
the risk of flooding and minimise 
the use of energy and promote 
forms of renewable energy in the 
correct locations. 
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Appendix F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

SHLAA call for sites and site 

assessments  

Issues and Options Consultation to 

include questions on appropriate 

screening criteria that should be use 

Screening criteria applied to the sites  

Identified Preferred Sites and policies  

Preferred Options for policies and site 

allocations  

A further SHLAA call for sites and site 

assessments  

All sites will be put into the SA  

for the Issues and Options 

Consultation Feedback  

Further sites to be assessed 

following the Issues and 

Options, these will also be 

assessed using specific 

screening criteria  

Output screening table  

Output summary of 

discounted sites  


