
Melton District - NGB Consultations  

National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGB’s) have been consulted regarding facility requirements. There comments are contained in the table 

below. Many NGB’s are currently planning, with Sport England, new priorities for the next funding cycle 2017 – 2021. Sport England and many 

NGB’s will hope that Rio 2016 inspired people enough to consider playing sport as a way of engaging in physical activity. Sport England has 

identified the inactive as a priority, as a result it is anticipated that some NGBs may come forward with new programmes targeted specifically at 

the inactive. Other NGB’s may be restricted through a lack of programme funding. 

NGB Consultation 

NGB  Contact  Current development and priorities Future development and priorities 

Athletics Helen Pearce 
England Athletics CCSO 

Key clubs in the area Stilton Striders, Melton 
Running Club.  
5 km Parkrun at Melton Country Park every 
Saturday. 
Track facilities in neighbouring authorities: 
Grantham, Bingham Leisure Centre, 
Loughborough University and Leicester City. 
 

Athletics and notably running is a growing physical 
activity. There are plans to add Junior Parkrun to the 
programme at Melton Country Park. 
The CCSO has identified the club runners would like a 
meeting place/ home hub / clubroom. 
More signed running routes across the borough would 
be welcome. e.g. Run Together at Welland Park 

Badminton   No response   
Basketball Peter Griffiths 

Basketball England 
Facility Manager 

Not an EB Priority. There is no evidence of unmet demand for basketball 
facilities in Melton. 
 

Boxing No response Boxing has grown in popularity since 2011 with 
50,000 + more people active through boxing / 
boxing programmes. There are many more women 
and girls now taking part. 
 

Emerging innovations around using boxing as a tool to 
tackle crime and ASB and tackle issues surrounding 
social cohesion. 

Cycling No response Each of the 6 cycling disciplines supported by 
British Cycling requires a specialist purpose built 
facility: 
Closed Road Circuits  
Track Velodrome (Indoor & Outdoor)  
BMX - BMX Tracks  
Mountain Biking (MTB) - purpose built MTB Trails 
Cycle Speedway - Cycle Speedway Track 
Cyclo-Cross - land with varied terrain e.g. park 

 



NGB  Contact  Current development and priorities Future development and priorities 

land.  
 
Participation in all cycling disciplines has seen 
significant growth, a trend that continues. Women 
and girls is currently the biggest growth area. 
 
 

Gymnastics Natalie Laws 
British Gymnastics 
Business Support Officer 

Participation in gymnastics is increasing rapidly. 
Growth of British Gymnastics membership has 
grown 12% each year since 2012 and 14% in the 
year 2014-2015. There has been a notable 
increase in the number of teenagers and adults 
(11-25 year olds) taking part in gymnastics 
regularly due to the increased opportunities and 
suitable activities available within clubs.   

The Sports & Recreation Alliance 2013 Sports Club 
Survey showed most Gymnastics Clubs have a 
waiting list of up to 100, with many clubs 
anecdotally reporting waiting lists into several 
hundreds.  
 
A key part of BG’s strategy to increase participation 
is to support clubs moving into their own dedicated 
facility, offering more time and space for classes. 
There is a definite trend for gymnastics clubs to 
move into their own dedicated facilities. Approx 40 
clubs moved into their own spaces last year and 
BG expects this trend to continue and an increased 
amount of clubs move their activities to dedicated 
spaces/facilities.  
 
There is limited provision of access to facilities 
within the Melton area. The key facilities are Melton 
Sports Village and Sandy Lane Methodist Church 
Hall used by Little Springers. Membership stands 
at 261 with a 120 + waiting list. 
 

There are currently no dedicated gymnastics facilities 
within the Melton area. Although for a relatively small 
town the gymnastics offer is good. 
 
Meeting demand through the development of new 
sustainable facilities is a priority. Key club is Little 
Springers. 
 
There are trampoline facilities at Melton Sports Village 
but currently no programme in place. 
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Indoor bowls Stephen Rodwell 
Development Manager 
EIBA 

Indoor bowls has seen a decline in popularity and 
participation. Some venues have been forced to 
close. 
 
Key club and facilities at Melton & District Bowling 
Club. Hosting short mat bowling championships in 
April 2017. 
 

Bowls priority, both indoor and outdoor formats is to 
increase participation particularly amongst those aged 
55+ and those with a disability. 
 
No new facility requirements. Sustaining existing 
provision through developing new members is the 
priority. 

Judo  Matt Watkiss 
Regional Delivery Officer 
East Midlands 

No key clubs or activity in the area. Nearest club at 
Oakham. 

Priority Destination Judo focus is in Leicestershire 
during 2017. 
 
No evidence of demand for judo in the area. BJA willing 
to support any local initiative. 

Netball No response  Unknown 
Squash Chris Peach 

England Squash 
Participation Manager 

Facilities offering three courts plus that can 
facilitate competitive play area priority. 

England Squash is undertaking strategic research to 
identify the best facilities in England and looking at 
programming and protection of squash courts to ensure 
a long term future for the sport. 

Swimming Phil Lown 
National Facilities 
Manager 

Whilst the current FPM run indicates that there is a 
general balanced supply in swimming provision  - 
utilising SE calculations - when you use ASA 
formulas there is an indication of slight under 
supply – 136 sqm or around two 25m lanes.  
In addition the majority of the general “pay & play” 
participation aquatic activity in the Melton District 
falls to the one Local Authority pool Waterfield 
Leisure Centre in Melton Mowbray; with the other 
sites in the area being membership pools and of 
limited accessibility in the ASA’s view.   
 
This would indicate that the site is likely to suffer 
from pressure at times – although the capacity of 
pools used figure of 43% is well below the SE 
“comfort” level if 70% which would indicate this 
may not be the case. 
 
The main Club in the area does however report 

The ASA has in recent years invested in significant 
Insight work investigating the wants & need of aquatic 
customers and this is now being translated into 
development work into programmes and products to 
assist pool operators increasing their customers. In 
addition Club memberships are growing across the 
country, particularly cat 2 (competitive athletes) mainly 
due to the impact of Rio and the increasing media 
coverage of the sport. With the increase in popularity, 
the clubs are finding it hard to keep up with the 
increased demand in membership. Membership across 
the country is 8% higher than this time last year. ASA 
staff in the area – Area Swim Managers and Club 
Development Managers – are continually working with 
partners to utilise this interest and these 
programmes/products and will continue to do so. 
 
After recent decreases in swimming participation recent 
APS results have indicated a slowing and even 
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that they do find pool water time restrictive 
however this is probably more due to the 
programming restrictions by the pool operator than 
actual pool space – a problem that is fairly 
universal but obviously greater when only one 
facility option is available.    
Regarding specific Aquatic Disciplines the following 
is the case: 
Competitive Swimming: There are no current 
facilities that can host county or regional galas. 
Competitive swimming training can take place in 2 
pools – however one of these is a member’s sports 
club with limited access. 
Diving: There is 1 swimming pool with a water 
depth sufficient for poolside flat competitive and 
plunge dives can be taught safely but no swimming 
pool with diving boards and springboards where 
more advanced diving can be taught.  
Synchronised Swimming: The teaching and 
practice of the most basic introductory water skills 
may be carried out in pools which have areas of 
water of 1.0m or more in depth and there is 1 
swimming pool that has sufficient depth for more 
advanced synchronised swimming training to be 
undertaken. However there are no swimming pools 
with sufficient depth and area for synchronised 
swimming competition to be undertaken. 
Water Polo: Ideally Water Polo should be played 
in pitches with a minimum depth of 1.8m however 
low-level training and competition can take place in 
conventional 25m x 10m x 0.9m to 1.8m depth 
main pools. There is 1 swimming pool that has 
sufficient water space and depth for low-level water 
polo competition to take place however there is no 
swimming pool that has sufficient water space and 
depth for a major competition to take place. 
 

flattening out of the decline with the last APS result 
indicating a growth in swimming.. The ASA believes 
that continued advances in knowledge through the 
Insight work previously mentioned will further add to 
this. Club memberships are growing across the country 
 
Given the slight deficit of water space indicated in the 
current FPM run and any further pressures - such as 
population growth - that may be put upon the Melton 
site in future years it would seem sensible for the 
authority to be considering a future replacement 
strategy which could also increase the water space – to 
for example an 25m 8 lane pool with Teaching Pool. 
This however is likely to be a longer term plan it is 
acknowledged given the recent investment and the 
apparent good condition of the current facility. 
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Waterfield Leisure Centre is clearly therefore the 
key site in the Melton BC area and whilst in 
essence is over 60 years old has benefited from a 
refurbishment in 2014. It does provide a fairly 
flexible facility mix and the depth of the main pool 
means that most aquatic disciplines can take place 
to a certain level however most levels of 
competitive swimming galas are not able to be 
accommodated in the 5 lane pool.  The Waterfield 
Leisure Centre is the home pool for Melton 
Swimming Club.  

Table tennis No response  To encourage more social TT opportunities. Generally, 
if table tennis tables are made available for people to 
play on, they will play. This can mean that table tennis 
works well as a multi-sport offer, or tables can be 
placed in social areas of leisure centres such as cafes. 
 
Outdoor table tennis works well too, when the tables 
are placed into the right location. This includes 
redevelopment of playground and park areas, business 
districts, schools and urban areas. 

Tennis Roger Macdonald 
Facilities Development 
Manager  

Participation in tennis has been declining for 
several years and now seems to be flat lining. 
Key clubs include: Melton Mowbray TC, Hamilton 
TC and Holwell Sports TC 
 
 
 

Support to clubs via LTA programmes. Priority 
encouraging new participants. Capital for clubs for 
modest facility improvements. Traditional club structure 
in Melton but no evidence of pay and play tennis or 
community / park clubs. 
British Tennis are piloting some canopy and LED 
lighting systems as a way of providing low cost indoor 
facilities to boost year round participation and looking at 
new access system for park courts. 
 

British 
Taekwondo 

Margaret Nolan  Taekwondo is an instructor driven entrepreneurial 
sport. School and village halls and sports centre 
are typical venues.    

Facility development is not a priority for BT. 

Volleyball Samantha Harding  
Adult Participation 
Manager 

 For any indoor facility development Volleyball would 
like be consulted to establish if there was an option for 
volleyball equipment installation. 



 


